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PRESS RELEASE

17 December 2009
COMMUNITY GRANTS
Are you a Voluntary & Community Sector (VCS) organisation or group based in Derbyshire (including Derby City) interested in accessing funding for a project?
Currently Derbyshire Learning & Development Consortium (DLDC) are seeking applications from small grass roots organisations / groups interested in accessing funding, through a simplified process, to undertake activities that help engage and progress disadvantaged individuals in positive community work.  Projects should provide an opportunity for individuals to help develop their confidence and skills and be more able to take advantage of further opportunities that help them progress towards the labour market.

How do I apply?
You will need to complete an application form telling DLDC about your project (you will be offered support through this process).  The application form is available to download at www.consortium.org.uk or alternatively you can contact DLDC on Derby (01332) 265960.
All applications MUST be received by Friday 15 January 2010, 12 noon at DLDC’s office on Charnwood Street, Derby.

What types of project are eligible?
DLDC are looking for projects that engage unemployed or economically inactive adults aged 16+ (Derbyshire (including Derby City) residents), who are at a particular disadvantage in the labour market, move towards employment and offer activities designed by / or in collaboration with the target group.  This can cover a wide range of activities such as: 

· First contact engagement activities, for example to provide support to engage individuals with barriers in a non-threatening environment.

· Projects to improve confidence, motivation and social integration such as music and other creative activities, supports and gardening.

· Developing local networks and groups to support people get a job or access learning eg Learning Champion type activity.

· Initiating and supporting co-operation between members of the community to improve social cohesion, the local environment or local facilities.

· Softer skills development eg assertiveness, anger management and motivation.

· Innovative approaches to attract under-represented groups into learning.

Projects can include an element of staff development to increase your group’s capacity.

How much can we apply for?
You can apply for up to £10,000, however the average grant awarded is approximately £5,500.
General information 

Advice on project eligibility, help with application development and the submission of the application is available on a one-to-one basis.  Potential applicants are advised to contact DLDC’s Community Grant Development Worker for advice and support before submitting an application.
For further details please visit www.consortium.org.uk
Additional Information:
This project is led by the East Midlands Learning and Skills Partnership which is made up of the sub-regional Voluntary and Community Sector Learning and Skills Consortia operating in the East Midlands.  Members include:  Derbyshire Learning & Development Consortium; VOCOLLS (Leicestershire); enable (Nottinghamshire); Lincolnshire and Rutland Learning and Skills Consortium; and Northamptonshire Skills and Learning Consortium.
For further information please contact John Buxton or Rosie Slater
Derbyshire Learning & Development Consortium on Derby (01332) 265960
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