	Minutes
	
	

	
	
	[image: image1.png]Leading learning and skills







	Date
	17th November 2006

	
	

	Subject
	Council Away Day

	Location
	Quality Hotel, Northampton

	Time
	12.30 pm Lunch
1.30 pm Meeting

	LSC office
	Northamptonshire

	Publication intent
	Internal


	Council members Present

LSC Staff
	Chris Ripper (Chair) [CR]
Andrew Sortwell [AS]
John Hiller [JH]
Gina Ogden [GO]
Ron Whittaker [RW]
Ian Watts [IW]
Paul Wingfield [PW]
Ann Lindsey [AL]
Bob Scott [BS]
Liz Searle [LS]
Andrew Cheal [AC]

Ann Moon
Kate Ross


	



	

	Apologies
	Adrian Bell
Stan Crawford

Sheila Sturgeon
Joan Kirkbride

Ann Tate

Neil Weightman

Jim Connolly

Nigel Bannister
Stephen Smith
Rex Lowin


12.00 

Lunch
1.30pm
Meeting
Item 1.
CR welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced Liz Searle, new Area Director for Northamptonshire.
Apologies were recorded and the minutes of the last meeting were accepted as an accurate record.

Outstanding Action:  AC to work with PW to submit challenge to National Office regarding policy.  AC liaising with National Office and will take forward with PW.

Item 2
Report from Area Director.  Copies already distributed.  Liz Searle formally thanked Julie Nugent for her support and contributions to the local LSC and gave a comprehensive update from all areas of our business.
Item 3
AC reported that a 16-19 Competition is being held and was launched in early November.  This competition is seeking innovative capital proposals to facilitate 200 – 240 additional places for students aged 16-19 in the East Northamptonshire District which incorporates the towns of Oundle, Thrapston, Raunds, Irthlingborough, Higham Ferrers and Rushden.


Although the main focus must be the 16-19 cohort, proposals should 
also address broader opportunities for those aged 14-16 to begin a 
process of increasing engagement and progression into 16-19 
provision. Proposals will need to demonstrate how organisations 
have existing experience and expertise and/or have sourced external 
advice and support.

PW made the point that this competition does not close until April and does not address the issues being faced in schools now.  14-16 cohort is not being addressed adequately.  PW raised this issue with Phil Hope MP recently, and after discussion can still see no way around a competition.  PW feels the LSC need to look at funding accountability now and offer a temporary solution as accommodation is needed until a capital bid is in place as there is no specific fund for 14-16 and Building Schools for the Future will not be in place for 4-5 years.

RW asked why East Northants had been selected for competition. AC advised that the competition was one of a number of responses to extending vocational provision in different parts of the County.  PW noted that this was a direct result of the StAR findings for East Northants.  ie.  Under capacity for provision
CR made the point that Diplomas are being well received by employers and wanted to record appreciation of the work that Brigitte Boyce, 14-19 Business Manager has put into this.  GOEM have recognised that Brigitte’s influence has made a real difference.
CR with support from AC gave an update on Daventry developments and the Daventry Learning Partnership.  There are some exciting proposals supported by a feasibility study, which could lead to a “Learning Quarter” with purpose-built accommodation and a new educational vision for the town.  The officers at Daventry District Council and West Northants Development Corporation are supporting this approach. 
The leadership of the two schools in Daventry feel that the schools are losing out significantly as a result of their current 11-16 designation.  The Heads feel their contribution to the Daventry Learning Partnership would be enhanced by 11-18 status.  The leadership of the Colleges have also expressed strong commitment and wish to ensure that high quality proposals emerge. The Principals feel that a planned transition by the partnership is essential to take account of staffing and viability moving forward. 

An interim solution may be needed in Daventry that takes account of the timing issues and aspirations of all parties. It was not felt that use of temporary, mobile units was a positive way to launch any new provision. GO suggested that flexible approaches to the current staffing and provision could be explored.  
AS emphasised that the Local Authority want to work closely with the LSC to develop the Daventry Learning Partnership.  AS explained the avenues open to the schools to achieve this status are through Schools Organisation Committee or 16-19 Competition.  It is not clear at this stage, but SOC may finish before.  PW reported that ‘Trust’ status is being promoted and when achieved it does guarantee a sixth form.  He also reported that Ferrers School are piloting Trust status.  Governors made the decision to go to Foundation status and then onto Trust status.
In relation to the competition in Daventry, there is a wider concern to understand the position of all the partners and it was agreed to delay the launch from December 2006 until January 2007.
CR undertook to meet with Partners, school heads and school governors as appropriate if this would help resolve the issues.
Action:  CR to seek meetings.

AS reported that the University have been commissioned to conduct an independent review of Education and Training by the Local Authority.
With regard to NEETs apparently the police in Coventry have partially funded a re-engagement programme.  GO suggested the LSC should speak to the Assistant Chief Police Constable for Daventry – Davina Logan and explore this for Northampton.  PW expressed concern that funding should be available post-16 for facilitators and that Connexions should be drawn in to help facilitate.  This was noted as a point for developing the future arrangements under the Children and Young People’s Partnership.  AL expressed concern that e2e needs to be completely reviewed.

PW made the point that he has 105 post 16 asylum seekers and there are over 200 around the county – many of whom have very little English.  AS said that money available to support immigrant children is limited and this issue is being addressed.
AC confirmed that we have two ongoing 16-19 capital bids and the one from Chenderit School will be ready to be reviewed by our Council Capital Sub-Group on 15th December.  Rex Lowin, Ron Whittaker, Ian Watts and Chris Ripper are the Capital Sub Group Committee.
Item 4.
Streamlining LSC accountability future role of Council discussion  CR advised Council of the invitation to The Guildhall that Chris Banks is sending to members.  This initial contact is to establish the level of interest as it is intended that a cross section of Council members should attend.  Formal invitations will be issued nearer the 7th March 2007.

CR went on to report that there is enormous concern regarding the loss of expertise of local councils and we must endeavour to utilise this expertise elsewhere when Council finishes.  Our local advisory side is a strength and we must use our contacts and think about who should apply for a membership to the new Regional Board when it is advertised.  There will be no process for nominations to the region as applications will have to be put in, but it is in the interests of Northamptonshire to find a local Champion with influence who could be our local voice in the Region.  Time scales, processes and the composition of the board have not been released at this stage, but as soon as it is know we will circulate to you.  Council meetings will continue in the short term as there is still work to do and statutory responsibilities too meet.
Item 5.
Next meetings:


Capital Sub-Group – 15th December 2006, Northants LSC at 10.30am.

Full Council – 26th January 2007, Northants LSC at 12 noon.


Meeting closed at 4.00pm
Meeting Chair

Chris Ripper

Minute taker


Kathryn Ross
Date created
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