Final draft – 30/05/2006

ANNEX  A    (2006 - 07)
TRANSPORT  POLICY  STATEMENTS  FOR  STUDENTS  AGED  16 – 18  

IN  FURTHER  EDUCATION AND CONTINUING STUDENTS AGED 19 AND OVER
Name of LEA: 
Northamptonshire
Department Responsible: Children and Young People’s Service.
1. Please provide details of all concessionary fares, discounts, subsidies, passes or travel cards available for students aged 16 – 19 and who provides them.    Please provide details of any costs to the student.

Northamptonshire County Council (NCC) – Students whose parents are in receipt of one of the following benefits continue to qualify for free transport providing that they are attending their nearest or designated establishment and reside more than 3  miles away:
                           -    Income support
-    Income based Jobseekers Allowance

-    Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999; or

-    Child Tax Credit, provided they are not entitled to working Tax Credit

and have an annual income, as assessed by the Inland Revenue that does not exceed £14,155;

      -   Guarantee element of state pension credit. 
Also, there are occasions where the student themselves are in receipt of income support, and therefore they too will continue to qualify for free transport if they meet the criteria.

Post 16 pupils attending Northamptonshire Schools to which transport is normally provided can purchase a travel pass to travel on NCC contracted vehicles at the following rates:

Whole Year



£300
Autumn (Term 1&2)


£123
Spring (Term 3&4)


£100
Summer (Term 5&6)                                  £110
Daventry District Council (DDC) sends their leaflets to schools, which cover their area, giving information regarding their voucher scheme; a voucher is worth £100 towards the cost of travel. The parent is required to apply to Daventry District Council for an application form. If a yearly pass is purchased, the student sends the voucher along with the remaining balance with their application form.  If they purchase a pass for a term then they send the voucher along with half the cost of the pass with their application form.  The credit remaining on the voucher is then put towards their next pass, and so on until, where appropriate, the £100 has been used. The following charges therefore apply:
             Whole Year


£300 (DDC pays £100; student pays £200)
  Autumn (Term 1&2)
£123 (DDC pays £61.50; student pays £61.50)
  Spring (Term 3&4)

£100 (DDC pays £38.50; student pays £61.50)

   Summer (Term 5&6)        £110 (DDC pays £00.00; student pays £110)
East Northants District Council (ENDC) sends leaflets to the schools within their areas, which explains that a subsidy is given to those students who meet the criteria.  ENDC will pay half the cost of travel to school or college. Where students are purchasing a pass from Northamptonshire County Council the following charges will apply:
             Whole Year


£300 (ENDC pays £150; student pays £150)
  Autumn (Term 1&2)
£123 (ENDC pays £61.50; student pays £61.50)
  Spring (Term 3&4)

£100 (ENDC pays £50; student pays £50)

   Summer (Term 5&6)        £110 (ENDC pays £55; student pays £55)
Moulton College – All students in Northamptonshire can access college transport at a subsidised rate of £2.00 return per day (£10.00 per week), unless covered by LEA home to college concessions.

Northampton College – Learners under 19 on the 1st September at the start of the academic year and living at least 3 miles from their centre of study can apply for a subsidised  bus pass, or assistance towards the cost of alternative bus travel, that allows them to get from home to college and back again.

Tresham Institute  - Full time students under the age of 19 on 1 September in the year in which they start their course are issued with a flat fare bus pass providing they live outside the 3 mile limit/out of town to the campus where they attend..  Students can then travel on Stagecoach buses at a cost of approximately 70p per journey. There is also the opportunity to upgrade the flat fare pass to a free one at a cost of approximately £75 per term.
2. 
What times during the day can students use their travel pass or obtain concessionary fares?

Northamptonshire County Council – students issued with a NCC travel pass can travel on the designated route only. If they are attending an out of county college, then there is no restriction on the times that the student may travel (unless stated on a bus company travel pass), since either fares are refunded, rail tickets are paid or the college sends an invoice relating to transport to be paid.
Moulton College – Transport arrives at Moulton before 8.45 a.m and leaves Moulton at 5.10 p.m.

Northampton College at Booth Lane and Lower Mounts – Both United Counties (Stagecoach) and First Northampton bus passes are available 24 hours a day/7 days per week term time only.
Northampton College at Daventry – College passes are available for daily term time journeys to arrive at Daventry by 8.50a.m. and to leave Daventry at 5.10p.m.

Tresham Institute – Any time of the day or evening or weekends.
3.   Please confirm that support will continue to be made  available to students
       who reach 19 whilst continuing on a course.

Northamptonshire County Council – students will continue to receive free transport if entitled or be able to use their travel pass in order to complete their studies at school if they remain in education for Year 14 (the year in which they become nineteen).
Northampton College at Booth Lane, Daventry and Lower Mounts – all learners under 19 at the start of their course are likely to be eligible for transport support.

Moulton College – support will continue to be made available to students who reach 19 whilst continuing their current course of study.
Tresham Institute – support will continue to be made available to students who reach 19 whilst continuing their current course of study.
    4.
How will students be assessed to see if they are eligible for support?   eg. means testing or must they be on benefits?

Northamptonshire County Council – Students whose parents are in receipt of one of the following benefits continue to qualify for free transport providing that they are attending their nearest or designated establishment and reside more than 3  miles away:
-   income support;
-   income based Jobseekers Allowance 
-   support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999; or
-   Child Tax Credit, provided they are not entitled to Working Tax Credit  
                              and have an annual income, as assessed by the Inland Revenue that  

                              does not exceed £14,155;

                          -   Guarantee element of state pension credit.

Also, there are occasions where the student themselves are in receipt of income support, and therefore they too will continue to qualify for free transport if they meet the criteria.
Passes purchased by 16+ students for use on NCC contracted vehicles, where there is spare capacity, are open to all students who remain at school for post-16 education.  Please see the policy for further details.  NCC cannot guarantee that there will be a place available for all students that apply.  It is therefore recommended that students apply at the earliest opportunity.
Moulton College – subsidised transport available to all students, no assessment necessary. Free transport available to those who meet the criteria laid down by Northamptonshire County Council.
Northampton College at Booth Lane, Daventry and Lower Mounts – If learners are applying for free transport they must meet the terms of the NCC criteria (see section 1).  Other circumstances, such as a low income, may be considered by the College’s Learner Support Fund in accordance with the College’s Learner Support Fund Policy.

Tresham Institute – Full time students requiring free transport must meet the terms of the Northamptonshire County Council criteria as described in section1. Students from low income families who do not meet the NCC criteria may be able to get assistance from the college from the Learner Support Fund. 
5. What help do you provide for students with learning difficulties and/or disabilities including those over 19 or students facing other difficulties in following their courses?

Northamptonshire County Council – for students with a statement of special educational needs who continue at their mainstream or special school into year 12, 13 or 14 their transport needs will be assessed by the Special Needs Assessment Panel (SNAP). If they meet the criteria for transport      (see Appendix  A) then NCC will either arrange the transport or provide the parent/carer with a mileage allowance. If a student reaches their 19th birthday whilst in year 14, they are eligible to participate in the 16+ Travel Scheme. The County Council will support students with learning difficulties and/or disabilities up to the end of the year in which they become age 21.
Moulton College  –  Support staff allocated to help, based on a needs assessment.  A full range of support equipment and materials are available. NCC criteria for free transport applies.
Northampton  College at Booth Lane, Daventry and Lower Mounts – Learners’ transport needs are assessed at interview. NCC criteria for free transport applies.
Tresham Institute – Transport needs are assessed at interview and NCC criteria for free transport applies.
6.
Do you provide mobility/independence training for students who face difficulty with transport?

Northamptonshire County Council – Yes, according to needs.
Moulton College – Yes.  We have dedicated provision for these learners, and independent living skills, including mobility is a key part of the training.

Northampton College at Booth Lane, Daventry and Lower Mounts – Yes, according to needs

Tresham Institute – Yes.
7.
When should students start to apply for transport support?

Northamptonshire County Council – application forms are available from schools and from the County Council from the end of May. Completed forms should be returned directly to the County Council with the appropriate fee where applicable. Students applying for free travel need to submit evidence of the benefits that the parent or student is in receipt of. Full details are given on the application form.
Application forms and information from the two district councils are sent to the schools between May and June.  Students can return completed application forms to the address indicated on the form as soon as they wish. However those students applying for free transport need to send proof of their parents’ entitlement to the appropriate benefit directly to Northamptonshire County Council. The proof of benefit must be current.

Application forms for Daventry District Council are applied for direct to their office.  If a student residing within Daventry District Council applies for a voucher, they should await the voucher before completing and returning the application form for a bus pass to Northamptonshire County Council, rather than send the application form and then the voucher at a later date.

Students attending out of county colleges complete an application form and send this along with a claim form each term for payment.  There is no set time for them to apply, however, costs will only be reimbursed for the current academic year. Backdated claims cannot be processed.
Moulton College  –  When a place is accepted, we send out application forms.

Northampton College at Booth Lane, Daventry and Lower Mounts  – Information on transport arrangements and transport applications are sent to applicants following interview and an offer letter.
Tresham Institute – When they first apply for a course details are sent in the college welcome pack to all applicants 
8.
What help can students apply for if they need to travel to a course that is beyond your LEA area?

Northamptonshire County Council –  Students, who attend an out of county college because their subjects cannot be met in Northamptonshire, will only receive financial help if they or their parents are on a benefit as outlined in section 1 or if the student has special educational needs.  Students attending an alternative school because their subjects cannot be taken at their designated or nearest school do not receive help with transport. The only exception to this being students who previously attended Daventry William Parker School and Danetre School where there is no sixth form provision. NCC will provide financial help if they or their parents are on a benefit as outlined in section 1.  
For details of assistance available in rural locations please see Appendix B about Northamptonshire on Wheels (NOW).
9.
What help is available for students who attend a further education institution which is beyond daily travelling distance and they need to stay away?
Northamptonshire County Council will provide financial assistance towards the cost of transport to students with special needs attending residential colleges outside the authority. Where parents are unable to make the necessary transport arrangements NCC will arrange the transport. 
10.
Please provide information about all points of contact for students seeking transport support, e.g. LEA/college, bus company contact.    Please include any websites and e-mail addresses.

             National Traveline       0870 608 2608
             www.pti.org.uk
Northamptonshire County Council 
16+ Travel Scheme



01604 654496
www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/learning/parents
NOW – Northamptonshire on Wheels

For the South / West (Daventry, South Northants and Northampton) of the county contact David Benge on 07711926154 and for the North /East (Kettering, Corby, Wellingborough and East Northants) contact Lucy Hawes 07711926153 or alternatively visit a local Connexions office.
              www.northamptonshireonwheels.org.uk 
Colleges

Northampton College at Booth Lane and

Lower Mounts



           01604 734066
Northampton College at Daventry
           01604 736306
Moulton College




01604 491131

Tresham Institute, Kettering


01536 410252

Tresham Institute, Corby



01526 402252

Tresham Institute, Wellingborough

01933 224165

Bus Companies (the two main ones)

First Northampton




01604 751431
Website: www.firstgroup.com
Stagecoach East




01604 676060/ 0870 608 2608
Website: www.stagecoachbus.com
Moulton College – 

Transport department, Moulton College, West Street, Moulton, Northampton NN3  7RR.   01604 491131
Website: www.moulton.ac.uk
Northampton College at Booth Lane, Daventry and Lower Mounts  – 

The National Travel Line 0870 608 2608  

Northampton College Learner Support Services 01604 734066 (Booth Lane), 01604 736306(Daventry)

e-mail: Learnersupport@northamptoncollege.ac.uk
Website: www.northamptoncollege.ac.uk
Tresham Institute – 

Transport Co-ordinator, St. Mary’s Road, Kettering, Northamptonshire, NN15 7BS

Website: www.tresham.ac.uk
         For details of bus services arranged by colleges please contact the college                                                                                                       
         directly.
Northampton College at Booth Lane  – College learners access public service buses

Northampton College at Daventry – College buses serve a wide area around     

Daventry.  Contact the College on 01604 736307 for pick up/set down points and

  times.
Tresham Institute – Tresham students access public bus services.
Appendix A
Transport Criteria for pupils with special educational needs
Principles 
The encouragement and development of independence is seen as part of the Inclusion process.

It is the responsibility of all parents with children of compulsory school age to ensure their child’s regular attendance at school.  It has been established that where a pupil cannot travel to school alone, a pupil can be expected to travel accompanied by a responsible adult.

For pupils with special educational needs each case is considered individually, guided by the criteria that follow.

Procedures
All requests for transport for pupils with Special Needs are considered by the area Special Needs Assessment Panel (SNAP) using a standard checklist.

Exceptional requests are initially considered by SNAP who will make a recommendation to Sustainable Transport.

The provision of transport will be reviewed as part of the annual review of the statement of special educational needs.

The provision of existing transport will be reconsidered if the child moves school or home address.

Criteria for agreeing home-school transport for pupils with Special Educational Needs 
General points

· The letter to parents will state who makes the decision for transport.

· Special Educational Needs transport will need to be reconsidered if the pupil moves address.

· Special Educational Needs transport must be reconsidered as part of the pupils’ Annual Review process.

Transport will be agreed for pupils with Special Educational Needs where:
· A pupil lives further than the statutory distance between home and school and has a Statement of SEN i.e.; under 8 years old and over 2 miles from home to school OR over 8 years old and over 3 miles from home to school.

· The LEA has determined the name of the school and type of provision and this meets the criteria for distances above.

· A pupil has a statement for a severe medical or physical condition and there is detailed written advice from appropriate medical personnel.

Transport will not be allocated where:
· the pupil is not attending their local mainstream school, or the closest special provision, and the school is one of parental preference;

· the pupil lives within 1 mile of the designated school (taking the safest route).

Note:
No dispensation will be made for parents who are working at the time their children travel to school.  They will be expected to make arrangements for someone else to accompany their child or to take them to school.

Exceptional circumstances where transport will be considered and may be granted:
· Where a secondary age pupil lives less than the statutory distance, but their assessed cognitive ability is on or below the 4th centime.  This will be supported by professional advice.

· Where a child of secondary age who has severe emotional and behavioural difficulties and  attends special provision (not mainstream) and their emotional and behavioural difficulties put them at risk of chronic non-attendance or of causing harm to themselves or others or would be considered by professionals to be vulnerable should they walk alone to school.

· Where there are two or more children of primary age in a family (living at the same address) and where for one child the authority has determined specialist provision making it impossible for the parent to make arrangements 
Escorts
· The provision of an escort may be recommended by one of the four Northamptonshire Special Needs Assessment Panels on the basis of the pupils’ special educational need.

· Escorts are given basic emergency aid training and issued with notes of guidance.

Escorts are provided where – 

· Pupils are of pre – school age;

· A number of pupils travel by mini bus;

· A specially adapted vehicle is used;

· It is necessary in the interests of safety, taking into account the special needs of the pupil or pupils being transported.
PROVISION OF SEN SPECIALIST TRANSPORT

Checklist for Special Needs Assessment Panel
	General points

· The letter to parents will state who has made the decision for transport.

· Special Educational Needs transport will need to be reconsidered if the parent moves address.

· Special Educational Needs transport must be reconsidered as part of the pupil’s Annual Review.



	Transport will be agreed for pupils with Special Educational Needs where:
· A pupil lives further than the statutory distance between home and school and has a Statement of SEN i.e.; under 8 years old and over 2 miles from home to school OR over 8 years old and over 3 miles from home to school.

· The LEA has determined the name of the school and type of provision and this meets the criteria for distances above.

· A pupil has a statement for a severe medical or physical condition and there is detailed written advice from appropriate medical personnel.

· Transport will be provided for pupils who meet the above criteria but require part-time attendance due to their age.

	Additional Information
	Y/N
	Comment

	Is the pupil independently mobile?
	
	

	If no, does the pupil use an electric or a manual wheelchair (state which)
	
	

	If no, how is the pupil moved?
	
	

	Is the pupil safe to walk alone? If no, please give supporting evidence and reasons
	
	

	Are there exceptional circumstances, which should be considered? Please give full details and evidence 
	
	

	Exceptional circumstances where transport will be considered and may be granted:
· A secondary age pupil lives less than the statutory distance, but their assessed cognitive ability is on or below the 4th centime.  This will be supported by professional advice.

· A child of secondary age who has severe emotional and behavioural difficulties and  attends special provision (not mainstream) and their emotional and behavioural difficulties put them at risk of chronic non-attendance or of causing harm to themselves or others or would be considered by professionals to be vulnerable should they walk alone to school.

· Where there are two or more children of primary age in a family (living at the same address) and where for one child the authority has determined specialist provision making it impossible for the parent to make arrangements 




Distance of journey.. . . . . . . . . . . . 

Decision – Transport agreed/Transport not agreed  *

Signed:
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Area: . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Date: . . . . . . . . . . .

* delete as appropriate
Appendix B

Northamptonshire on Wheels (NOW)

Lots of young people living in or wanting to work in rural areas who are having transport problems could now get help through NOW.

NOW is a new project which has been designed to assist young people between the ages of 16 and 25 to address their transport problems when looking at further education, training or employment opportunities.

For people living in rural areas of Northamptonshire the lack of transport can be a major barrier to accessing employment, training or further education opportunities.  Young people in particular often face a situation where without a job they cannot afford to buy a car or motorcycle and without a vehicle of their own and lacking access to public transport they cannot travel to work or take part in training courses or further education.  

The help young people could receive include advice and guidance on existing transport provision, assistance with  towards first months transport costs to work, or even in the most rural areas a loan of a moped with full safety training.

The project covers the whole of Northamptonshire, and to be eligible the person must be between the ages of 16 and 25, be a resident of Northamptonshire, have an offer of a job, training or education or have no means of transport to access opportunities.

The project has been funded by the East Midlands Development Agency and the Nationwide Foundation and is being managed by Northamptonshire ACRE with the support of Connexions. To find out more, either visit the website: 

www.northamptonshireonwheels.org.uk 
or contact the NOW Project Advisers. For the South / West (Daventry, South Northants and Northampton) of the county contact David Benge on 07711926154 and for the North /East (Kettering, Corby, Wellingborough and East Northants) contact Lucy Hawes 07711926153 or alternatively visit a local Connexions office.[image: image1.png]
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