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Apprenticeship Week 2009 – 23-27 February 

The campaign, delivered jointly by DIUS, DCSF and the LSC, was designed to raise awareness and public perceptions of Apprenticeships and encourage more employers to offer Apprenticeship places.  This paper outlines key activity and successes.

· An announcement on new public sector Apprenticeships was made on Monday to launch the week.  Three further press releases were distributed: one giving an overview of the week, one releasing the results of an employer survey about the business case for Apprenticeships and highlighting regional Apprenticeship take-up figures
· Influential business leaders, politicians, stakeholders and celebrities backed the week including, but not limited to, Sainsbury’s CEO Justin King, Compass CEO Ian El-Mokadem, entrepreneur Richard Farleigh, ex-Apprentice winner Michelle Dewberry, celebrity hairdresser Joshua Galvin, David Potts Director of Operations Tesco, Levi Roots AB Foods, Iain Coucher CEO Network Rail, Yvette Redmond Celebrity make-up artist, Billy Hayes Director General of the CWU, Barry Sheerman MP for Huddersfield, Frances O’Grady Deputy General Secretary of the TUC, David Franks UK Trains Director National Express Group, ex-Apprentice star Saira Kahn, Leader of Rutland County Council Roger Begy OBE, entrepreneur Liz Jackson, swimmer Sharron Davies, celebrity gardener Christine Walkden, Michelin starred chef Michael Caines, CEO of Homeserve  Richard Harpin, Gardner’s World star Christine Walkden
· A large bank of spokespeople was used both regionally and nationally to attract a wide range of media.  Spokespeople included both SoSs, Lord Young, Simon Waugh, David Way, regional LSC Apprenticeship Directors including Nick Rashley, John Korzeniewski, Gavin Smith, Chris Roberts, and John Nay, Richard Farleigh, Michelle Dewberry, Tim Campbell, Theo Paphitis, Barbara Follett MP for East of England, Dame Kelly Holmes, Gaby Logan,  Terri McDonald from Kent County Council, West Midlands MP Ian Austin, and various employers including BT, Bentley Motors, BAE Systems, Homeserve, Jaguar Landrover, McDonalds, Sainsbury’s, MOD, Carillion
· A host of England’s most promising young sporting apprentices attended an event at Roehampton Tennis Club hosted by Skills Active to celebrate the growth of the Advanced Apprenticeship in Sporting Excellence.  LSC Director for Skills David Way spoke at the event
· Secretaries of State Ed Balls and John Denham and Sir Alan Sugar hosted a seminar for businesses to find out more about Apprenticeships 
· Gordon Brown visited Ipswich to launch the Federated Apprenticeship Scheme
· Apprentices ‘made over’ residents at a Willow View Care Home, Stockton with the challenge ‘10 years younger’ provided by Middlesbrough College
· Furness College in the North West held an apprentice auction where apprentices were auctioned in aid of Comic Relief
· Journalists from the South East, East Midlands and a national journalist were challenged to take a masterclass in Apprenticeships 

· 50 performing arts students from Exeter College in the South West dressed as Alan Sugar and paraded through the town to raise awareness of Apprenticeships

· LSC Yorkshire and the Humber hosted an Apprenticeship Speed Dating event at Leeds Corn Exchange
· MPs across the country including Lord Young, Gillian Merron, Tom Levitt, Mark Todd, Gordon Marsden, David Evennett, Douglas Hogg, Maria Eagle, Angela Eagle, Malcolm Wicks, Joan Ryan, Bill Etherington and Joe Benton, Phil Willis, Richard Caborn, George Howarth, Natascha Engle and Hugo Swire went back to the floor to learn from the brightest and the best apprentices in a range of industry sectors
Regions and stakeholders up and down the country ran events aimed at encouraging employers to take on more apprentices – the LSC East Midlands had an Apprenticeships stand at a Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire Chamber of Commerce Showcase event in Derby, an employer lunch hosted by Luton Borough Council, a joint employer event with the London LSC and City & Guilds, an employer seminar at the North East Business Fair on Recruitment and Retention showcasing the benefits of taking on apprentices, a business breakfast at Bentley Motors in Crewe, a North West Apprenticeship Summit in Cumbria, two business breakfasts in the South East in Slough and Crawley, private and public employer business breakfasts in Wellington, Devon, Bristol and Somerset, a public sector event in the West Midlands, an event for retail employers hosted by Skillsmart Retail with guest speaker Theo Paphitis, an Apprentice Summit hosted by Cogent, employer workshops and events hosted by Construction Skills, Creative & Cultural Skills, Habia, Improve, Lantra, Lifelong Learning UK, Management and Standards Centre, MetSkill, People 1st, Skills for Justice, Skills for Security and SkillsActive 


Apprenticeship Week 2009 – 23-27 February 

RESULTS
· Over 600 pieces of national, regional and trade coverage to date with more expected – this compares with 119 pieces over the same period last year

· The dominant message that came through was the revival of Apprenticeships over the past 10 years with numbers increasing from 65,000 in 1997 to over 230,000 today

· 60,000 promotional ‘I Love Apprenticeships’ badges to launch the week were distributed across some of the UK’s busiest stations
· A further 130,000 badges were worn by employers and stakeholders during the week 

· Very strong national and regional broadcast presence including pieces on Sky News, BBC Breakfast, BBC Working Lunch, Channel M, BBC Spotlight, BBC Look North, BBC Radio London, BBC Radio Nottingham, BBC Radio Lincolnshire, BBC Radio Leeds, BBC Radio Gloucester, BBC Radio Newcastle, BBC East Mids Today, BBC Radio Derby, BBC Radio Leicester, BBC Radio Northants, BBC Radio Notts, BBC Radio 2, Radio 5 Live, Radio 1 Xtra, LBC
· Lord Young gave 20 interviews to promote the business case research findings including Radio 5 Live, Radio 5 Wake up to Money, BBC Radio 2, BBC Somerset Sound, BBC Southern Counties, BBC Suffolk, BBC Three Counties, Adfero, Dearne FM, Dee 106, Kerrang Radio, Rock Radio, Small business,  Star, Sun Durham and Alpha, Sunrise Radio Yorkshire, The Bee, Wessex FM, Channel M, LBC

· The webchat with Lord Young, Simon Waugh and Dave Walsh from British Telecom was aired on 14 websites including The Guardian, Personnel Today, smallbusiness.co., Adfero, West Business, UK Parents Lounge, Family Rapp, eParenting, In the News, Is4Profit, OnRec, The Rich Lady, Tiscali, Supanet, Female First, Women in Technology and ATL
· Apprenticeship Week was covered by the political media including ePolitix and Policy Watch

· Apprenticeships has 155 followers on Twitter and the campaign has been mentioned by a third party on Twitter
· Web traffic increased during the week with 121,287 hits during week commencing 23 February compared to 94,789 the week previous

· 363 employers attended the seminar on Thursday 26 February with Sir Alan Sugar 

· During Apprenticeship Week there was a 10% increase of applicants for Apprenticeship places 

· 10,000 employers have registered so that they can use the system in the future – a marked increase since the campaign started on 2 February

· 22,000 people/individuals have now registered to receive on-line vacancies for Apprenticeships

· Over 65 stakeholders including employers, business bodies and MPs took part in the week – compared to 40 stakeholders who were engaged last year.  

A DVD and coverage board showing highlights of the week has been developed.  A full breakdown of all media coverage is currently being prepared.
