Frequently Asked Questions

Please find the answers to FAQs from Round 4b ESF bidding round (Nov 2006 – Jan 2007):
General FAQS
1. Is there more information available on the  ESF workshops run in November 2006?

2. 
Would there be a monetary attachment on progressions outcomes? 
3. Can the LSC help advise on NVQ2 costings for the ESF application?
4. What documents do new organizations have to provide?


Tender specification-specific FAQs
5. For Specification R4b/2 are the outcomes of NVQ level 3 for full qualifications?
6. In the tender specification R4b/4 ‘Women Returners into School Support Work’ what learner progression would be expected?
7. Regards Tender Specification R4b/4 ‘Women Returners into School Support Work’, is it possible to submit a proportional bid?
8. Regards Tender Specification R4b/4 ‘Women Returners into School Support Work’, where can details of the SSS VQ be found?  
9. Regards Tender Specification R4b/3 ‘Upskilling Workers from the Care Sector’, can our organisation build upon an existing project?



Errors in documentation

10. 
Should I use Annex 1?
11. What projects are subject to State Aid?


General FAQS

1. Q. If our organisation cannot attend the ESF workshops, will there be a question and answer sheet, a delegate list and any useful information from the workshop?

A.  This was an ESF workshop giving impartial and independent advice on submitting ESF applications.  For further details, as requested above, contact the independent facilitator / advisor:


(Ami McCormac; a.f.maccormac@apu.ac.uk)
2. Q. In the ESF delivery plan, would there be a monetary attachment on the progressions outcome (i.e. progressions into full L2)?
A. Yes, this would be covered with successful applicants at contract negotiation.  These outcomes are a requirement and targets of the specification.
3. Q. Can the LSC help our organisation with a number of questions regarding how to calculate NVQ2 costings such as National Standards for the ESF application?

A. ESF Helpdesk advised that specific advice on costings for applications could not be given due to Open and Competitive Tendering, however the independent facilitator / advisor may be contacted about such matters:


(Ami McCormac; a.f.maccormac@apu.ac.uk)
4. Q. In the Application Form Guidance, it mentions that new contracting organisations have to supply certain information to the LSC.  One of the requested documents is ‘supply your business plan from the current year’.  Is this a business plan for this project activity or a business plan for the wider company?


A. Required information from new providers applying for ESF funding will be from the current annual plan of activities, and is only required for applicants who are awarded ESF funds.  Successful applicants who do not currently hold a contract with the LSC will be required to forward a number of policy and arrangements documents within 10 working days of receipt of the acceptance letter.  Subsequently providers will be required to complete a New Provider Form in consultation with their ESF Contract Advisor.  The required information is listed in more detail within the prospectus.
Tender specification specific FAQs

5. Q. For Specification R4b/2 ‘Bridges to Advanced Apprenticeships’, are the outcomes of NVQ level 3 for full qualifications?
A. Yes the full NVQ Level 3 or full equivalent is required.
6. Q. The tender specification R4b/4 ‘Women Returners into School Support Work’ requires delivery of a VQ Level 2 and progression to a Level 2 programme?  Would it be acceptable for learners to progress onto a Teaching Assistant (TA) programme?
A. The specification is about re-engagement or learners into School Support Work.  Progression to the TA (or another related) qualification is expected from this specification.

7. Q. Regards Tender Specification R4b/4 ‘Women Returners into School Support Work’, the target number of beneficiaries is 200.  Is it possible to submit a proportional bid - say for 50 beneficiaries? 
A. The total number of contracts the LSC Essex expects to fund for each activity is detailed within each specification.  For this project LSC Essex expects to issue this funding in one collaborative project, however all bids will be considered.  All applications are appraised against each other.  Providers wishing to submit applications for a percentage of the outcomes will only receive a proportionate amount of the total funding available - for example purposes only, if a tender spec is for £50,000.00 and requires 50 learners recruited to achieve 40 NVQs; a provider apply for half of this specification would be expected to bid for 25 learners recruited with 20 learners achieving an NVQ (80%) for £25,000.00 funding. 
8. Q. Regards Tender Specification R4b/4 ‘Women Returners into School Support Work’.  Where can details of the SSS VQ be found?  Is it all on the job training with an in school mentor and external verifier for example or is it a course that requires attending another learning institution - a college for example - for study?


A. Information can be found at the OCR website: http://www.ocr.org.uk/Data/publications/scheme_books_and_cars_cumulative_assessment_records/OCR_Level_21554.pdf 
9. Q. Regards Tender Specification R4b/3 ‘Upskilling Workers from the Care Sector’, can our organisation build upon an existing ESF NVQ care project?
A. Yes, ESF Helpdesk cannot advise on specific applications but bids should provide required outcomes and activity as listed in the tender specifications.  ESF is intended to add value to existing provision in some way and lessons learned from previous ESF projects should be used to improve future ESF provision.  Further confirmed that ESF bids are appraised against each other in terms of outcomes, value for money and cross-cutting themes.
10. Q. Does Tender Specification R4b/3 ‘Upskilling Workers from the Care Sector’ require both Skills for Life and Supervisory NVQ L3?

A. Yes, both outcomes are required.  Each row of outcomes listed in section 8 of the Tender Specifications denotes an ‘and’ not ‘or’.
Errors in documentation

11. Q. The initial Prospectus stated the tender specifications were on Annex 1 of the document but cannot be located.


A. This was an error and has been amended.  Tender specifications are located as separate documents on the website.
12. Q. The State Aid Guidance says that State Aid only applies to tender specification R4b/1.  Is this correct?
A. No, this is an error in the guidance document.  Each tender specification indicates whether it has state aid implications.  For Round 4B two specifications have state aid implications; R4b/2 and R4b/3.
13. Q. The Application Form asks that only the cost of the ‘Tasks / Activities’ (section 11) are totaled in the ‘Summary of Project Costs’ (section 11.2), however ‘Materials’ and ‘Learner Costs’ (section 10.2) are in the previous ‘Project Management’ (section 10) which the Application Form Guidance states should not be included in the total costs.  How are the material and learner costs to be included in the project total?

A. The material and learner costs should be included in the total funding (11.2.4).  These can be added in under ‘Other Costs’ (section 11.2.1).
