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	Date
	21 June 2007

	Subject
	LSC Local Council Meeting

	Location
	Bush Hall Hotel, Hatfield, Hertfordshire

	Time
	17:00

	LSC office
	Hertfordshire

	Publication intent
	Public

	
	

	
	

	Present
	Alan O'Neill (Chair)
Robert Gordon
Alan Gray 
John Harris
Sue Peacock
Liam Sammon
Sherwyn Singh
Jim Telford

	In attendance
	Andrew Simmons OBE - Connexions Observer
Phil Willerton - Voluntary Sector 
Observer, Rod Gilchrist - Go East Observer
Mark Dawe Principal Oaklands College, RuthGilbert Oaklands College
David Byrne Oaklands College
Fintan Donohue Principal North Hertfordshire College
Simon Botterill North Hertfordshire College

	LSC staff
	Jeff Wren, Alan Searle, Jan Barsby

	
	


Item 1. Welcome and introductions

Alan O’Neill welcomed members and noted apologies from Dena Coleman, Paul Harvey, and Tim Wilson.  He also asked members to note that Anna Anderson and Neville Reyner had tendered their resignation from Council in March 2007.
Item 2. Minutes of last meeting

The minutes were agreed as an accurate record of the meeting held on 8th March 2007 and there were no matters arising.
Item 3. Consideration of Oaklands College Application-in-Principle for the    LSC  Capital Support.
3.1
Jeff Wren, Partnership Director for LSC, asked for Council’s consideration of the Application-in-Principle request from Oaklands College for LSC consent and funding to support the building of a large hub on the Smallford Campus in St Albans, which will house specialist vocational and academic facilities, and three small spokes located in Borehamwood, St Albans and Welwyn Garden City.
3.2
Mark Dawe, Principal for Oaklands College, presented to Council details of the proposed new building.  Mark explained that the proposals will enable the college to deliver high level academic and vocational training at the Smallford Campus; provide learners with the latest facilities and support the LSC in delivering its priorities of raising the skill levels of learners and meeting the needs of employers.  It is intended that the new building will be ready for occupation in October 2010.  Alan Searle gave an overview of the financial case for the capital plans.
3.3
Alan O’Neill thanked and congratulated Mark on the presentation.  The Council agreed to support the college’s Application-in-Principle and agreed for it to be submitted to the national capital committee for their consideration, with the recommendation for approval from the Local Council.
Item 4.  North Hertfordshire College Assessment of Educational Case
4.1
Jeff Wren requested that the Council considered the educational strategy under-pinning North Hertfordshire College’s plans for the rebuilding of the Hitchin Campus and the creation of a new vocational centre in Stevenage.

4.2
Fintan Donohue, Principal for North Hertfordshire College, presented to Council details of the proposed new building.  Fintan explained that North Hertfordshire College is a general Further Education College currently operating from main centres in Stevenage, Letchworth and two premises in Hitchin.  The aim of the capital project is to (i) consolidate and rebuild the Hitchin estate and (ii) expand the vocational facilities at Stevenage via the creation of a new vocational centre.  The assessment of current facilities undertaken by the college, which is consistent with the findings of the Strategic Area Review, identifies the Hitchin site as outmoded and not fit for purpose.  The project aligns with local, regional and national LSC priorities and ties in with Stevenage’s Building Schools for the Future (BSF) Programme.


The proposals will enable the college to complete the re-build of its estate, provide additional specialist vocational facilities and opportunities for learners in Stevenage, provide learners with the latest facilities and support the LSC’s drive to raise skill levels and meet the needs of employers.  It is intended that the rebuild of the Hitchin estate will be completed in two stages: Phase One (two thirds of the rebuild) to be completed by 2011, followed by Phase Two in 2012.  The full Application-in-Principle is expected to be submitted by the end of 2007.

4.3
Alan O’Neill thanked and congratulated Fintan on the presentation.  The Council agreed with the educational case under-pinning the college’s capital plans and is fully supportive of this case.  

Item 5. Directors Report

Liam Sammon expressed his thanks to members for their support over the previous months, in particular the Council’s contribution to the production of the 2007-08 Annual Plan.   Liam read out a note from Roy Bain, former Executive Director, in which Roy passed on his thanks to the Council for their support during his term of office.
Item 6. Chairs Report

Alan O’Neill thanked members for their support and service over the years, recounting to members all the key achievements of the Council during its term of office.  Alan particularly thanked members for their patience during this transitional period.  Alan informed members that there had been delays to the recruitment process for the Regional Council and as such Local Councils are likely to retain their statutory powers until the end of the year.  It was agreed that future meetings would be only held if there is a critical business need e.g. capital bids.    
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