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VQ Heroes
As part of VQ Day, we are inviting nominations for the VQ Hero awards. 

The awards are designed to celebrate vocational achievement and demonstrate the talent, commitment and rigorous standards required to gain a vocational qualification. 
We very much hope that people will nominate learners who they feel embody vocational success. 
There are two categories of VQ Hero awards:

· VQ Hero - Young Learner of the Year (24 years and under)
· VQ Hero - Learner of the Year (25 years and over)
An award for each category will be made in each UK nation as follows:

Scotland

VQ Hero finalists for Scotland will be invited to the national VQ 
event for Scotland (location tbc) on 24 June where the regional winner for each category will be awarded

Wales 
VQ Hero finalists for Wales will be invited to the national VQ event for Wales at the Senedd in Cardiff on 24 June where the national winner for each category will be awarded.
Northern Ireland
VQ Hero finalists for Northern Ireland will be invited to the national VQ event for Northern Ireland at the Waterfront Hall in Belfast on 24 June where the regional winner for each category will be awarded.
England
A VQ Young Learner of the Year and a Learner of the Year is sought for each of the nine English regions: North East, North West, West Midlands, East Midlands, East of England, London, South East, South West, Yorkshire and Humber. The regional winners in each category will be invited to attend the national VQ event for England on 24 June in London, where England’s national VQ Heroes will be announced. 
The VQ Hero nomination criteria can be found below.
Deadlines
Nominations for the learner of the year awards must be received by Friday 8 May 2009.  Regional winners for England, and finalists for Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland will be announced on Friday 29 May.
All winners will be awarded on 24 June in the relevant national event (London/Edinburgh/Cardiff/Belfast). Winners will also be expected to participate in publicity around VQ Day, including media interviews.

Eligibility and judging criteria 
VQ Hero nominees must have completed a vocational qualification between 1 August 2006 and 1 May 2009. They should also ideally have seen a level of achievement or success over the last year (be that their qualification or something resulting from their qualification such as a promotion, award or special recognition).  A vocational qualification is defined as a recognised qualification at any level relating to a particular line of work or specific job role.  These qualifications have an emphasis on the assessment of practical skills and knowledge.  Examples include BTECs, City & Guilds, NVQ/SVQ, OCR Nationals, Apprenticeships, HNC/HNDs, degrees with a largely vocational content and professional qualifications awarded through a recognised professional body.
They must have completed their qualification at a registered provider in England, Wales, Scotland or Northern Ireland. 
The two categories of award are designed to recognise the achievements of learners gaining a vocational qualification.  The judging panel will therefore be looking for evidence of the individual’s ‘wow’ factor, rather than merely confirmation that they gained a vocational qualification.  

The judges will be looking for the real high-flyers of the vocational world, including people who have actively chosen the vocational qualification route over the ‘traditional’ academic route and people who have used their qualification to achieve success and stand out from their peers.
Judging

The judging panel will be made up of members of the VQ Day steering group (and with input from the Welsh Assembly Government, the Northern Ireland Assembly and the Scottish Government).
Nomination process
Please fill in the form below and email your application to vqday@bbpr.com 
NOTES:

For each nomination, please ensure that: 
· You enter your learner in the correct category – i.e.  25 years and over (VQ learner of the year) or 24 years and under (VQ young learner of the year), and
· You mark clearly whether the nomination is for England, Wales, Scotland or Northern Ireland.
Please tell us in no more than 250 words why your nominee should be named this year’s VQ Hero Learner/Young Learner of the Year.  Nominations will be judged on the evidence presented.  

Nominees should demonstrate:

· Commitment to study (whether in full time study or part time study or as part of work)

· Success and achievement in their chosen field 
· Evidence that their learning experience had a positive impact on their lives – some form of progression
· Evidence that their vocational qualification has in some form led directly to their success
· Where possible, show how their success has also impacted on the wider community
VQ Hero Award Nomination Form

	CATEGORY
	Young Learner of the Year / Learner of the Year


	NAME OF LEARNER
	

	LEARNER’S DATE OF BIRTH
	

	QUALIFICATION 
	

	GRADE ACHIEVED
	

	NATION 
	England / Northern Ireland / Scotland / Wales*

	NAME OF INSTITUTION
	

	ADDRESS OF INSTITUTION

	

	YOUR NAME
	

	TELEPHONE NUMBER
	

	EMAIL ADDRESS
	

	Please tell us in no more than 250 words why your nominee should win a VQ Hero award this year.  Nominations will be judged on the evidence presented.  

Nominees should demonstrate:

· Commitment to study (whether in full time study or part time study or as part of work)

· Success and achievement in their chosen field 

· Evidence that their learning experience had a positive impact on their lives – some form of progression

· Evidence that their vocational qualification has in some form led directly to their success

· Where possible, show how their success has also impacted on the wider community




� Please delete as applicable





