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	Date
	9 May 2007

	Subject
	Council Meeting

	Location
	Redwing House, LSC Essex

	Time
	17:15

	LSC office
	Essex

	Publication intent
	Public

	
	

	
	

	Present
	Chris Paveley, Frank Thompson, Michael Freeman, Sarah Dignasse, Tony Hales, Robert Powell, Malcolm Bridges, Ian Barber

	In attendance
	Alistair McGarry, Rod Gilchrist, Liz Hand for Neil Brettell

	LSC staff
	Janice Logie, Clare Kershaw, James Ayling, Paul Taylor, Alan Searle

	Apologies
	Apologies have been received from:

Jan Hodges, Carey Bennet, Linda Jones, Carl Morris, Pat Smith.

	
	


Item 1. Welcome and introductions

1.1 CP welcomed Liz Hand to the meeting, who attended from Jobcentre Plus.
Item 2. Declarations of interest – any to note

2.1
FT declared an interest – as Connexions and T & B Coll.

Item 3. Minutes of last meeting

3.1 The previous minutes were approved.
Item 4. Capital Update – incl Colchester Institute
4.1   Colchester Institute Capital Application and update on local content. 

4.2
CP updated Council

4.3
Colchester have to resubmit an initial bid (Application in Principle to be updated)

4.4
A Searle briefed Council

4.5
Build costs unusual. LSC need to get good value for money. 

4.6
Awaiting papers – Another Council meeting date will be arranged if necessary. 

Item 5. Work Based Learning (WBL) - discussion

5.1 MB introduced Linda Dundon & Julie Stowers (APEX), Eve Channon (BCT), Anne Catten (Catten College) and Jo Sears (LSC). 

5.2 There is a National problem with WBL.
5.3 The aim is to increase perception of the sector. 

5.4 The issues remain the same – teachers don’t encourage pupils into WBL.  Also, parents do not understand WBL. 

5.5 How do WBL Providers work with Connexions?  The problems were recognised. 

5.6 Schools are now offering e.g. hairdressing in the 6th form. 16-19/ 14-16. E2E programmes and apprenticeship programmes – level 2 or 3. 

5.7 Keen on vocational role for pupils. Query on costs involved.  A budget line should roll out. 

5.8 Employers do not always understand WBL so are not using it. 

5.9 The focus is on educational environment. 

5.10 There is a web based prospectus – need to promote this offer. 

5.11 Targets; can we have more funding from 16-18 to 19+?

5.12 Employers Engagement Strategy needs to be put into place, working with consortium. Need to focus on y.p priorities. 

5.13 At JCP 18-24 year olds ask about Apprenticeships. Do they need to find their own place? No, not always. A placement is a contract of employment. £80 pw is paid. 

5.14 Employer Liability Insurance is a higher risk for 16 year olds. 

5.15 16-18 part is declining. Profile in Essex.  Also reflective in region.  Essex is set to have a growing cohort.
5.16 Marketing to employers – there will be national campaigns.  Some consortiums have marketing campaigns. 

5.17 Looking at National Skills Agenda and make it local. 

5.18 NVQ’s are problematic and don’t attract enough interest. 

5.19 Case studies work well in marketing. Internet rather than paper? 

5.20 Financial services cover 21% of workforce but there is no gateway for school leavers to move into this career. 

5.21 Connexions do an Activity survey and regular interventions to inform choices. Need to consider those in NEET. 

5.22 New diploma will come on stream - need to realise the difference.

5.23 Strategic Planning will be important. 

5.24 Framework of Achievement to assist in recognition of various qualifications. 

5.25 Parity of Esteem. 

Item 6. Area Director’s Update Report

6.1
JL referred to update on Braintree College. PT updated council on progress. Health and Safety is a top priority and LSC is to keep on top of this. CP gave feedback regarding his meeting at the college. 

6.2
SD suggested peer support could help – e.g. advice from another chair. OL/PT to pick this up. 

6.3
LSC Council re-organisation is on hold. Need to look at appointment dates. 

FT thanked visitors and closed meeting. 
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