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	Date
	23 January 2008

	Subject
	Local Council Meeting

	Location
	Hertfordshire LSC

	Time
	17:00

	LSC office
	Hertfordshire

	Publication intent
	Public

	
	

	
	

	Present
	Alan O'Neill (Chair), Paul Harvey, Liam Sammon, Sherwyn Singh, Prof. Tim Wilson.

	In attendance
	Andrew Simmons Connexions Observer
Phil Willerton Watford & District YMCA Observer

Liz Rushton, Julian Groves for  West Herts College.

Fintan Donohue, Simon Botterill, Richard Akred, Signe Sutherland for North Herts College.


	LSC staff
	Jeff Wren, Alan Searle, Suki Gill

	Apologies
	Apologies have been received from:

Dena Coleman, Robert Gordon, Alan Gray, John Harris, Sue Peacock, Jim Telford, Rod Gilchrist.

	
	


Item 1. Welcome and introductions

1.1 Alan O’Neill welcomed Liz Rushton and Julian Groves from West Herts College for Item 3 and Fintan Donohue, Simon Botterill, Richard Akred, Signe Sutherland for Item 4.
Item 2. Minutes of last meeting

2.1 The minutes of the meeting held on 21 June 2007 were agreed as an accurate record and there were no matters arising.
Item 3. Consideration of West Herts College Application-in-Detail for LSC   Capital Support
3.1 Liz Rushton, Principal for West Herts College, (WHC) presented to Council details of the project.  Liz explained that the proposal will enable the college to deliver high quality academic and vocational training; provide learners with the latest facilities and support the LSC in delivering its priorities of raising the skill levels of learners and meeting the needs of employers.   
Jeff Wren and Alan Searle gave a brief overview to members explaining that this application is for the new Watford campus.  A subsequent application will follow for the Dacorum campus.   Jeff explained that the college are expecting a higher level of LSC grant support than that currently proposed but that the rate is still subject to finalisation.
Andrew Simmons requested that LSC Officers continue working with the college to agree the final level of grant support prior to the application being considered by LSC Regional Board.
Alan O’Neill thanked and congratulated WHC on their presentation and asked members for their approval. All members were agreed that this was an exciting and valuable project for Hertfordshire learners and employers and approved the project for consideration by LSC Regional Board.  In addition, LSC Officers were asked to continue working with WHC to finalise the level of grant support. 
Item 4. Consideration of North Hertfordshire College Application-in-Principle for LSC Capital Support
4.1
Fintan Donohue, Principal for North Hertfordshire College (NHC), presented to Council details of the proposed new building at Hitchin.  Fintan explained that NHC is a general further education college currently operating from main centres in Stevenage, Letchworth and two sites in Hitchin.  The aim of this capital project is primarily to consolidate and rebuild the Hitchin estate.  In addition, NHC will develop an ‘interim’ Skills Centre at Stevenage with specialist vocational facilities financed by the college without LSC support.  The proposals will enable the college to complete the re-build of its estate, provide additional specialist vocational facilities and opportunities for learners in North Hertfordshire and Stevenage, provide learners with the latest facilities and support the LSC’s drive to raise skill levels and meet the needs of employers.

4.2
Alan O’Neill thanked and congratulated Fintan on his presentation and asked Council for approval.  All members approved that the application in principle should go forward to the Regional Board meeting to be held in February 2008 for further approval.
Item 5. Chairs Report

Alan O’Neill thanked members for attending today, and also for their forbearance and understanding over the past few months.  Alan explained that the process leading up to the commencement of the Regional Council has been long and protracted, for which he apologised.  It is anticipated that the ‘Commencement Order’ should occur mid-February, although the order has yet to be signed off.   
A.O.B.  


Andrew Simmons explained that there had been a further fall from 4.2% to 3.9% in NEET figures; this was measured over a 3 month rolling average.  He mentioned that the good partnerships between LSC and Connexions and more efficient systems have been instrumental to these reductions.

Liam Sammon also thanked members for their attendance today, and explained the importance of local approval of the projects.
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