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Introduction REF _Ref536347755 \h 

1 This document accompanies the ‘Specification of the Individualised Learner Record Batch Data Capture File for 2002/03’ and specifies the validation rules for the 2002/03 Individualised Learner Record (ILR).

Objective

2 The objective of this document and the accompanying excel spreadsheet (ILR2002_3 Validation v1.xls) is to specify the validation rules which the Learning and Skills Council (the Council) will apply to 2002/03 data collected from FE and WBL providers. 

Background REF _Ref536347755 \h 

3 The individualised student record (ISR) 2001/02 collected data on learners studying in the Further Education (FE) sector. The individualised learner record (ILR) for 2001/02 collected data on learning events in the work based learning (WBL) sector.  These two data collection systems have merged in 2002/03 to form one harmonised data collection process.

4 The ‘Specification of the Individualised Learner Record Batch Data Capture File for 2002/03’ (batch file specification for 2002/03) outlines the data fields to be collected in the harmonised system.  It was published on LSC’s website on 30 April 2002 and is available to download from http://www.lscdata.gov.uk/data/ilr_2002_03.html

Format of the 2002/03 Validation Rules

5 The format of the validation rule document for 2002/03 is described in detail from paragraph 14 onwards.   For 2002/03 the validation rules themselves are laid out in an accompanying spreadsheet to this document and organised in an alphabetical list by field name.  Any queries on the validation rules should be directed in the first instance to the local Council offices.

LSC Response to Data Containing Errors

6 It will not be possible to send data with errors to the LSC through the on-line data capture system.  Validation will be applied to each file transmitted and any errors encountered will be reported back to the provider for correction and re-transmission.

7 The LSC produces the learner information suite (LIS), a software application which as well as calculating funding for FE providers, also assists all providers in making credible and accurate data returns.  The LIS implements the validation rules for 2002/03 and it is strongly advised that providers use this software before transmitting data to the web portal.

Checks Resulting in a Warning Message

8 The Council does not wish to reject data which are valid in some unusual circumstances.  Consequently some checks are applied which may result in warning messages for data that are accepted.  These warnings will allow providers to review the validity of unusual data before they are sent to the Council.  Where data from a provider produces a high proportion of warning messages compared to that from similar providers, staff in the local LSC may approach the provider to explore the reason for this.

Validation Stages

9 Computer validation checks will be carried out in five stages.  These stages are;

· preliminary data checks

· file level validation checks

· field level validation checks

· cross record validation checks

· cross field validation checks

Consistency and Credibility Checks

10 Each return will be checked to confirm it is:

· consistent with previous ILR and other returns from the provider

· credible in the light of the Council’s knowledge of the provider’s provision and plans

· credible in the light of data returned by other, similar, providers 

The rest of this document and associated excel document describes in detail the validation checks listed in paragraph 9. 

Preliminary Data Checks

11 On transmission to the web portal preliminary data checks verify that files returned by a provider:

· contain data corresponding to the details supplied at the point of transmission

· consist of learner records each of which contains the appropriate data sets

Filename

12 Each file returned will be checked to see if it has a filename of the correct format.  The batch file specification for 2002/03 contains the rules for the formation of filenames at paragraph 18 of the document.   

Existence of header and footer records  

13 The existence of header and footer records will then be checked.  Validation will be performed on information extracted from fields in these records according to the rules set out in the batch file specification for 2002/03 at paragraph 18 of the document.

File Level Validation Checks Resulting in Errors

14 The ‘file level’ tab on the accompanying excel document outlines the rules applied to each data file received at file level.  Further information is included in paragraphs 12 and 13.

15 Each column has the following meaning:

	Column heading
	Meaning

	2002/03 Ref
	The reference code for this field

	Description
	The name of the field this validation rule relates to

	Length
	The number of characters that make up the field

	From
	The position the field begins at

	To
	The position the field ends at

	Rule_ID
	The validation rule code for this validation check

	Format
	The field type; alphanumeric or numeric

	Rule description
	An explanation of what the rule checks

	FE
	Indicates whether this rule applies to FE learners (Y/N)

	WBL
	Indicates whether this rule apply to WBL learners (Y/N)

	External checks
	Indicates whether this field is cross referenced to an external system, such as the PIMS database 

	E/W
	Indicates whether this rule generates an error (E) or a warning (W)

	LIS?
	Indicates whether this rule is implemented in the LIS software

	Core?
	Indicates whether this rule is implemented in the Core System



	Reject file?
	Indicates whether data which fails this rule leads to a whole data file being rejected


Field Level Validation Checks Resulting in Errors

16 The ‘field level validation‘ tab on the accompanying excel document outlines the rules applied to each data file received at individual field level.

17 Each column has the following meaning:

	Column Heading
	Meaning

	2002/03 Ref
	The reference code of the field in the 2002/03 ILR this validation rule relates to

	Field name
	The name of the field this validation rule relates to

	Length
	The number of characters that make up the field

	Start
	The position the field begins at

	End
	The position the field ends at

	Field type
	Indicates whether the field is alphanumeric, numeric or a date format

	FE
	Indicates whether this field is required for FE learners (Y/N)

	WBL
	Indicates whether this field is required for WBL learners (Y/N)

	WBL 01/02
	The reference for this field in the WBL specific data return in 2001/02 (ILR)

	WBL Interim ref
	The reference for this field in the WBL batch file specification used for the 2001/02 batch data capture pilot

	FE (01/02) Ref
	The reference for this field in the FE specific data return in 2001/02 (ISR)

	Rule ID
	The reference, or validation rule ID for this validation check

	Rule description
	An explanation of what the rule checks

	Meta description (error condition)
	The conditions that result in data generating an error or warning

	E/W
	Indicates whether this rule generates an error (E) or a warning (W)

	Cross field validation
	Indicates whether this field also has validation which relates it to another field

	FE Rule
	Indicates whether this rule applies to FE learners (Y/N)

	WBL Rule
	Indicates whether this rule applies to WBL learners (Y/N)

	Both
	Indicates whether this rule applies to learners which attract both FE and WBL funding

	A/C/D
	Indicates whether this rule applies to add/change/delete transactions

	LIS?
	Indicates whether this rule is implemented in the LIS software

	Core?
	Indicates whether this rule is implemented in the Core System

	Ext
	Indicates whether this field will be cross referenced to an external system, such as the PIMS database

	FE Fund
	Indicates whether this validation rule is a funding rule which will be used to calculate funding in the LIS

	Batch/Online?
	Indicates whether this rule will be implemented by the batch capture system (B) or the LLSC/Provider online system (O) within the data collection web portal 

	Error Number
	This relates to the error number returned on the ENR reports, produced from the ‘Provider On-line’ and ‘LSC On-line’ data collection systems


Cross Record Validation Checks Resulting in Errors

18 The ‘cross record validation’ tab on the accompanying excel document outlines the rules applied to each data file received at record level.

19 Each column has the following meaning:

	Column Heading
	Meaning

	Rule_ID
	The reference for this validation rule



	Description
	An explanation of what the rule checks

	FE
	Indicates whether this field is required for FE learners (Y/N)

	WBL
	Indicates whether this field is required for WBL learners (Y/N)

	E/W
	Indicates whether this rule generates an error (E) or a warning (W)

	LIS?
	Indicates whether this rule is implemented in the LIS software

	Core?
	Indicates whether this rule is implemented in the Core System



	Reject file?
	Indicates whether failure of this rule leads to a rejection of the whole data file

	FE Fund?
	Indicates whether this validation rule is a funding rule which will be used to calculate funding in the LIS


Cross Field Validation Checks Resulting in Errors

20 The ‘cross record validation’ tab on the accompanying excel document outlines the rules applied to each data file received at record level.

21 Each column has the following meaning:

	Column Heading
	Meaning

	Rule
	The reference for this validation rule (sorted alphabetically)

	Rule description
	An explanation of what the rule checks

	Metadata rule description (error condition)
	The conditions that result in data generating an error or warning

	E/W
	Indicates whether this rule generates an error (E) or a warning (W)

	FE Rule
	Indicates whether this field is required for FE learners (Y/N)

	WBL Rule
	Indicates whether this field is required for WBL learners (Y/N)

	Report to LLSC?
	All errors encountered will also be reported to the appropriate local LSC unless the error relates to the fact that the local office cannot be determined

	LIS?
	Indicates whether this rule is implemented in the LIS software

	Core?
	Indicates whether this rule is implemented in the Core System

	Ext?
	Indicates whether this field will be cross referenced to an external system, such as the PIMS database

	FE Fund?
	Indicates whether this is a funding rule which checks data used to calculate funding in the LIS

	B/O
	Indicates whether this rule will be implemented by the batch capture system (B) or the LLSC/Provider online system (O) within the data collection web portal

	Business Reason for rule
	The reason for the validation rule

	Error Number
	This relates to the error number returned on the ENR reports, produced from the ‘Provider On-line’ and ‘LSC On-line’ data collection systems


Derived Data Checks 

22 The ‘derived data for validation’ tab on the accompanying excel document outlines a number of rules that will be applied to data to produce a derived field.  This will be used to aid validation and calculation of funding.

23 Each column has the following meaning:

	Column Heading
	Meaning

	2002/03 Ref
	The reference code of the field in the 2002/03 ILR this derived data rule relates to

	Field name
	The name of the derived data rule

	Length
	The number of characters that make up the field

	Field type
	Indicates whether the field is alphanumeric, numeric or a date format

	FE 
	Indicates whether this field relates to FE learners

	WBL
	Indicates whether this field relates to WBL learners

	Derivation Rule
	Indicates how the field is derived

	 Cross field validation
	Indicates whether the rule relates to more than one field

	A/C/D
	Indicates whether this rule applies to add/change/delete transactions

	LIS?
	Indicates whether this rule is implemented in the LIS software

	Core?
	Indicates whether this rule is implemented in the Core System
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