The Higher Diploma in the post 16 curriculum.
Supplementary guidance for 2008/09.

Please note that all references to the Diploma are specifically to the Higher Diploma for post-16 learners being delivered in one year.
1. The LSC published funding guidance for 2008/2009 in December 2007.  As part of a series of three curriculum and modelling illustrations for Diploma delivery the QCA has recently published curriculum guidance for the Diploma post-16. This includes some modelling guidance for the Higher Diploma post-16.

2. This supplementary guidance has been produced to clarify two particular issues that have been raised by some consortia preparing for delivery in September to the cohort of learners who have completed key stage 4 and are aiming to complete a level 2 Higher Diploma qualification in one year.  The issues concern a) the funding available for the Higher Diploma and b) how to deliver the curriculum in one year. 
3. The Higher Diploma has been designed as a qualification of 800 glh. All of the Higher Diploma requirements have to be satisfied for the learner to be awarded the Diploma and this is also the case for the higher Diploma delivered in one year. 
4. The LSC funding guidance outlines the way in which the Diploma is funded – with values given for the different components of the qualification and with an element for the collaboration involved in Diploma delivery.  The LSC operates a funding cap on all qualifications which limits funding but not delivery to the level of 787 glh in one year.  The funding cap restricts the funding at a level below that of the higher Diploma when delivered in one year; therefore where the learner needs to undertake all components of the diploma the collaboration element will not be funded.

5. In order to assist consortia in the first year of delivery (2008/2009 only) DCSF have agreed with the LSC that the collaboration funding element will be funded in addition to and outside of the formula funding mechanism to support collaborative working arrangements.

6. DCSF and the LSC have agreed that a figure of £267 per learner who is confirmed as starting on a post 16 one year Higher Diploma course will be distributed to providers.  The exact funding and mechanism is detailed in annex A.
7. To avoid any doubt the 16-18 entitlement curriculum is funded through the funding formula and will not be funded separately for the post 16 Higher Diploma delivered in one year.  

8. We are not altering the arrangements for the entitlement curriculum and its funding for 08/09 but we will look at how consortia are developing practice in the first year of delivery.  DCSF, QCA and LSC have agreed to look at how the introduction of the one year Higher Diploma will impact on the post-16 curriculum and will use the first year of implementation to evaluate good practice.  This will include considering how the Higher Diploma and the entitlement curriculum complement each other and how the curriculum can be designed to avoid overlap.
9. The Higher Diploma is a larger programme compared with other one year post 16 qualifications.  DCSF, the LSC and the QCA agree that there are many ways in which providers can look to achieving effective delivery of the post 16 higher Diploma in one year.  The QCA guidance provides examples of timetabling and curriculum models of delivery and there will be other future examples of good practice within consortia which can be disseminated.
10. Some post 16 learners will be starting the Higher Diploma with level 2 qualifications, some of which may meet Diploma requirements. For example some students may have already achieved some level 2 GCSE qualifications at KS4. However, the central vision of the Diploma is to offer a motivating curriculum to a wide range of learners with the choice of adding breadth or depth to the main learning through additional and specialist learning (ASL) options is central.  Access to ASL choices for all Diploma learners is a central feature of the Diploma and those options should be available for those taking the Higher Diploma in one year post 16.
11. Some learners will start the Higher Diploma with prior achievements that meet Diploma requirements – in Functional Skills and in ASL.  In the case of functional skills, where the learner has met FS qualification the requirement then there would be no further qualification requirement in that Functional Skill.  In the case of ASL the needs and wishes of the learner would be paramount.  Learners could be looking to gain ASL qualifications that prepare them further in particular specialist interest areas or to enhance progression into an apprenticeship.  Prior achievement should not preclude this.  Some learners may want their achievements to contribute from the outset in order to use the time for other purposes.  Providers need to provide impartial IAG to help learners make appropriate decisions on the learning programme.
12. DCSF, QCA and LSC are committed to providing a one year Higher Diploma to those young people who wish to take it. It will enable them to maintain progression into higher learning or into apprenticeships and employment.  Accordingly, we will monitor and evaluate the experience of learners and consortia in the first year of delivery to refine the support offer for 09/10 for consortia who will be adding this mode of Diploma delivery to their learning offer to young people.
Annex A:  funding the collaborative element of the higher Diploma when it is delivered in one year.
1. A sum of £267 per learner will be made available in 08/09 only.  This figure will be varied by area uplift only.

2. The funding is only for providers delivering the higher Diploma in one year to learners 16 and over.

3. In order to ensure that the funding is used to support collaboration for this specific provision of learning it will be provided as an uplift to the ‘residual collaboration fund’ (formerly known as the ‘14-19 fighting fund’). 
4. The money will be allocated to LSC Regions and thence to partnership teams at LA level for one off payments to relevant institutions. Payment will be based on an informal data collection exercise organised through the LSC partnership teams on level 2 Diploma actual starts in September.

 
