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Learner Information Suite 11.02

Technical Database Guidance

Overview

This guidance describes the information contained in the Microsoft Access database which stores data for the Learner Information Suite (LIS).  The database contains raw data pertaining to funding, derived data calculations and validation. 

Terminology Used in the Database

For brevity, some terminology used in the database differs from generally used terminology.  CAPN refers to the provider number (fields L01, A01, H01, E01).  Allocation (or contract) number refers to the information in fields L02, A02, H02 and E02 in the ILR file. Learner reference refers to the information in fields L03, A03, H03 and E03 in the ILR file. The LIS and online data capture systems consider each unique combination of L01, L02 and L03 to be an individual learner.

Some terms are exclusive to the LIS database. Process IDs are identification keys allocated by the LIS as it performs its functions.

Table Information

View the LIS database in Microsoft Access by using the shortcut that appears in the LIS directory after installation. The shortcut should copy itself to the desktop after the first use of the application. The database cannot be changed in this format.   The LIS database was created in Microsoft Access 97. Users with later versions of Access will be prompted to open or convert the database when opening the file. The username to open the live database is lisuser and the password is password. However, if the password to enter the application has changed, this also changes the database password.
The database contains tables linked from the LAD extract, various ILR lookups, tables of information required by the LIS to run, and tables of results of LIS functions as well as internal LIS tables. These tables generally do not affect funding, so are normally not used. Opening the database directly is useful to simply view the information contained within it. If the user needs to manipulate the data within the database, Export DB is more useful. Simply opening the database allows users to peruse the data contained in it, conversion is not necessary unless making changes to an exported database.

The derived data and ILR lookup tables are defined in other documents – the former in the Guidance on Interpretation of Results for the Learner Profile, the latter in the ILR Field Specification document. Where this is the case this guidance directs users to the original documentation. In series 11 of the LIS, ILR lookup table names are prefaced ILR_.

Most of the tables are self-explanatory based on the information provided in other documents
. The funding and derived data tables are frequently queried. The FEFundingData table is described in this document. Derived data information is obtainable from that the Guidance on Interpretation of Results for the Learner Profile. 

Known Database Issues

When exporting the LIS database, the Filenames, Headers and Footers tables are not exported.  These tables are marked as  “in DB export” Y*. This issue also affects LIS version 10.07. This fault will be corrected in LIS 11.03.

Differences Between the Exported LIS Database and the Live Database

There are 118 tables in the live LIS database. Of those, 89 are exported during the export database function. Most of the non-exported tables are not used for analysing data and are referred to in the document as “LIS Internal.” 

The live database is in Access 97 format but the exported database is in Access 95 format.

Database Table Descriptions

	Table in LISData.mdb
	Data Source

	Definition of Contents
	In DB Export

	Academic_Years_Link
	LAD extract
	Contains details of the academic years contained in the LAD.
	

	ACL_Annual_Values
	LAD extract
	Contains ACL Annual Values information from the LAD, currently only the status of the aim.
	Y

	ACL_Annual_Values_Link
	LAD extract
	Linked data from LAD
	

	Aim
	Entirety of aim data set
	All imported aim records from the ILR
	Y

	All_Annual_Values
	LAD extract
	Table containing the All_Annual_Values information from the LAD for aim references used when calculating funding for the imported file (see below). Learning Aim Reference code, the accreditation end date, independent living skills flag, LSC funding status flag and basic skills flag. Field Definitions are in the document “Guidance Note: Learning Aim Database Field Definitions” available on the LSC website.
	Y

	All_Annual_Values_Link
	LAD table
	Linked data from LAD
	

	AllocationMembers
	LIS Internal
	Listing of value combinations to determine allocation types (see below).
	

	AllocationTypes
	A02
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	

	CalcErrors
	LIS Internal
	Listing of errors encountered whilst calculating funding for the currently imported file. 
	Y

	CalcLookups
	LIS Internal
	Listing of information used by the funding calculation. Includes items such as loadbanded base rates, certain aim type codes for individually listed aims, lookups for various fields.
	Y

	CalcStepCodes
	LIS Internal
	Definitions of the calculation step codes used in the CalcSteps table.
	

	CalcSteps
	LIS Internal
	Listing of every calculation step the LIS has gone through during calculating the funding of the currently processed ILR file. 
	Y

	CensusDates
	LIS Internal
	Listing of funding census dates and corresponding period numbers for years 1989 to 2027. 
	Y

	Collections
	LIS Internal
	All expected types of collection in LIS series 11 – corresponds to file name extension.
	

	DeriveAimResults
	LIS Internal
	Results of LIS calculation of derived variables at aim level. For further information on these fields, see the Guidance on Interpretation of Results – FE Learner Profile, available from the Data area of the Partners section of the LSC website.
	Y

	DeriveLearnerResults
	LIS Internal
	Results of LIS calculation of derived variables at learner level. For further information on these fields, see the Guidance on Interpretation of Results – FE Learner Profile, available from the Data area of the Partners section of the LSC website.
	Y

	DeriveTempResults
	LIS Internal
	Temporarily held data used by the LIS to calculate derived variables. See Guidance on Interpretation of Results – FE Learner Profile for further assistance.
	Y

	Error_Log
	LIS Internal
	Listing of errors encountered whilst running the LIS. The LIS log function (in General) is easier to read and gives the same information.
	

	ESF
	Entirety of ESF data set
	All imported ESF records from the ILR
	Y

	FE_Annual_Values
	LAD extract
	FE funding data extracted from the LAD for the learning aims in the imported/calculated ILR file. Field definitions are in Guidance Note: LAD Field Definitions available on the LSC website.
	Y

	FE_Annual_Values_Link
	LAD table
	Link to LAD table.
	

	FEFundingData
	LIS Internal
	See detailed information below.
	Y

	Fields
	LIS Internal
	Descriptions of ILR fields 
	

	FieldTypes
	LIS Internal
	Lookup table for expected data types.
	

	FileNames
	Entirety of file name
	Entirety of file name of ILR file(s)
	Y*

	Footers
	Entirety of footer 
	All fields contained in the footer of the imported data file(s).

Not present in 11.02 export.
	Y*

	GlobalData
	LIS Internal
	Holds data used by various form screens.
	

	HE
	Entirety of HE data set
	All imported HE records from the ILR
	Y

	Headers
	Entirety of header 
	Entirety of header record(s) in ILR
	Y*

	ILR_Additional_Learning_Needs
	L30
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_Additional_Support
	L29
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_Collection_Type
	
	Lookup table of valid codes for the first character of the ILR file name extension.
	Y

	ILR_Completion_Status
	A34
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_Completion_Years
	H16
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_Contract_Number
	A02
	Allocation/contract number codes for aims (non-FE/UfI).
	Y

	ILR_Contract_Types
	L02/A02
	Allocation/contract number codes for aims (FE/UfI).
	Y

	ILR_Delivery_Methods
	A18
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_Delivery_Modes
	A17 
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_Destinations
	L39
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_Difficulties_Disabilities
	L14
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_Difficulty
	L16
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_Disability
	L15
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_Disability_Supp_Measures
	E21
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_Disadvantage_Eligibilities
	L32
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_Domiciles
	L24
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_Eligibility_Achievements
	A39
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_Eligibility_Enhanced_Funds
	L28
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_Employer_Roles
	A19
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_Employer_Types
	E15
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_Employment_Status_ESF
	E13
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_Employment_Status_Firsts
	L36
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_Employment_Status_Lasts
	L37
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_ESF​_Activities
	E17
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_ESF_Delivery_Modes
	E18
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_ESF_Supp_Measures
	E19
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_Ethnicity
	L12
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_Fee_Bands
	H19
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_Franchised_Partnerships
	A21
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_Funding_Sources
	A11
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_Funding_Streams
	A10
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_Gender_Stereotypes
	E16
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_HE_Funding_Levels
	H15
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_HE_Funding_Modes
	H14
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_Highest_Qualifications
	H11
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_Industrial_Sectors
	E11
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_Learner_Backgrounds
	E20
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_Learner_Employment_Status
	E13
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_Learner_Status
	L36
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_Learner_Support_Reasons
	L34
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_Learning_Outcome_Grades
	A36
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_Learning_Outcomes
	A35
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_Leaving_Reasons
	H31
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_Length_Unemployment_ESF
	E14
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_Major_Fee_Sources
	A12
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_National_Learner_Aims
	A46
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_National_Learner_Events
	L40
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_New_Entrants
	H12
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_Non_Payment_Reasons
	A14
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_Prior_Attainment_Level
	L35
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_Programme_Routes
	A16
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_Programme_Type_Years
	H13
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_Programme_Types
	A15
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_Reason_Learning_Ended
	A50
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_Resits
	A20
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_Restricted_Uses
	L27
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_Socio_Economic_Ind
	H36
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_TermTime_Accomodations
	H21
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_UCAS_Number_A_Levels
	H28
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_UCAS_Number_SCE_Highers
	H29
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	ILR_UCAS_Number_VOC_Quals
	H30
	Lookup table of valid codes for this ILR field
	Y

	LAD_Current_Version
	LAD extract
	Information about the LAD extract linked to the LIS.
	Y

	LAD_Current_Version_Link
	LAD table
	Linked data from LAD
	

	Learner
	Entirety of Learner data set
	All imported learner records from the ILR
	Y

	LearnerProfileCategories
	LIS Internal
	List of Learner Profile categories and their codes
	

	LearnerStatuses 
	LIS Internal
	Rule violation information for display purposes.
	

	Learning_Aim
	LAD extract
	Learning aim data extracted from the LAD for the learning aims in the imported/calculated ILR file.
	Y

	Learning_Aim_Link
	LAD table
	Link to LAD table.
	

	LookupDetails
	LIS Internal
	Lists dates of providers and postcodes tables.
	Y

	LSC
	LIS Internal
	Listing of local LSCs and their three-digit identifiers
	Y

	ModuleVersion
	LIS Internal
	Version numbers of the modules within LIS
	Y

	Postcodes
	LIS Internal
	Lookup table of first part of UK postcodes
	Y

	ProcessControl
	LIS Internal
	Listing of data related to processes run in the application
	Y

	ProcessStatuses
	LIS Internal
	Lookup table of process status types
	

	Providers
	PIMS Extract
	The provider list as extracted from PIMS
	Y

	RecordTypes
	LIS Internal
	Lookup table of data set types
	

	Relationships
	LIS Internal
	Listing of database relationships
	

	ReportFilters
	LIS Internal
	Listing of report filters
	

	Reports
	LIS Internal
	Listing of reports
	

	ReportTypes
	LIS Internal
	Lookup table of report types
	

	RuleViolations
	LIS Internal
	Rule violations in the file currently held in the database
	Y

	Schema
	LIS Internal
	Internal LIS table
	

	Sector_Framework_Aims
	LAD extract
	Sector Framework Aims information extracted from the LAD. Field definitions are included in Guidance Note: LAD Field Definitions available on the LSC website.
	Y

	Sector_Framework_Aims_Link
	LAD table
	Link to LAD table.
	

	Sector_Frameworks
	LAD Extract
	List of Sector Framework codes.
	Y

	Sector_Frameworks_Lnk
	LAD Extract
	Link to LAD Sector Framework table.
	

	Sequence
	LIS Internal
	Internal table used during the running of LIS processes.
	

	SOC2000_Codes
	LAD extract
	SOC 2000 information extracted from the LAD.
	Y

	StandardLengthofStay
	LIS Internal
	Lookup of Standard Length of Stay and associated information for WBL aims.
	

	ValidationRuleMap
	LIS Internal
	Assigns rule ID numbers (see next table) to collection numbers.
	

	ValidationRules
	LIS Internal
	Validation Rule information: internal LIS rule ID code, rule name, data type (FE, WBL or All), TableList, file format, data set identifier code the rule works on, the expression of the rule in mathematical terms and English, whether it’s a funding rule, severity (warning, error), whether it’s LIS/provider online/provider batch, AddRecord, ChangeRecord, DeleteRecord, RuleViolationsKey, ImportError
	Y

	VersionInfo
	LIS Internal
	Includes versions for relevant information used by the LIS: database version/date, postcode information date, providers table date.
	Y

	WBL_Annual_Values
	LAD extract
	WBL Annual Values information extracted from the LAD. Field definitions are included in Guidance Note: LAD Field Definitions available on the LSC website.
	Y

	WBL_Annual_Values_Link
	LAD table
	Link to LAD table
	


Detailed Table Information: FEFundingData

	Column Heading
	Definition of Information
	Notes

	ProcessID
	Internal LIS marker. 
	Does not relate to the funding calculation.

	CAPN
	Provider number/UPIN, from A01.
	

	LearnerRef
	Learner reference, value from A03.
	

	AimSeq
	Aim sequence number, value from A05.
	This is 99 when the learner is eligible for the “pseudo-aim” for 16-18 year old entitlement funding.

	AcYear
	Academic year for which the funding displayed is relevant. The LIS calculates funding for every tri-annual period, regardless of academic year. 
	For 2003/04 funding, only rows with 2003 in the AcYear column should be used.

	Period
	For each aim, the funded periods  in that academic year. 
	

	Allocation Number
	Value from A02.
	Allocation Number

	BaseRateInit
	The initial base rate of the aim.
	Value taken from the LAD or based on the Guided Learning Hours (GLH) in field A32 or based on the value in A52.

	BaseRateTaper
	Base Rate once the taper is applied.
	Taper factor is the last column in the table.

	BaseRateTapScl
	Base rate once the taper and any scaling (from traditional ESF) is applied.
	ESF percentages are listed in fields A12a and b.

	BaseRateWgtd
	Base rate once the taper, scaling, programme weighting, disadvantage, specialist college and area cost factors are applied.
	The programme weighting factor (PWF) is taken from the LAD. The specialist and area cost factors are stored in the providers table.

	BaseRateWgtdNoDisadv
	As above not including the disadvantage uplift.
	

	FeeElement
	The fee element is 25% of BaseRateInit.
	The fee element is always calculated, regardless of the learner’s eligibility for fee remission.

	FranchDiscValue
	The amount of money the national base rate is reduced by if the aim is franchised.
	Franchising is determined from field A21.

	EmpBaseDiscVal
	The amount of money the national base rate is reduced by if the aim is employer-based.
	Employer-dedicated provision is determined from field A19.

	CoreFunding
	Amount of money paid for the period for the aim, minus achievement and fee remission funding. 
	This value includes the programme weighting factor, area cost factor, disadvantage uplift factor, and any specialist college factor.

	CoreFundingNoDisadv
	As above except calculated from the weighted national base rate without disadvantage uplift applied.
	

	Achieve
	Amount of achievement funding allocated to the aim for that period. This amount is 10% of the Weighted National Base Rate (BaseRateWgtd) or the fraction A37 to A38 expressed as a percentage if partial achievement.
	Achievement funding is based on the values in the following ILR fields: A34, A35, A37, A38 and A39.

	AchieveNoDisadv
	As above except calculated from the weighted national base rate without disadvantage uplift applied.
	

	FeeRem
	Amount of fee remission funding allocated to the aim for that period. 
	Fee remission is not tapered, scaled, or weighted.

	AddSupp
	Amount of additional support allocated to the aim for that period.
	Additional support is generated on a learner basis, but in the LIS is separated out amongst the aims’ active periods.

	TaprFactor
	Fraction the National Base Rate is multiplied by to arrive at the tapered value. This value can change between periods.
	Fraction is expressed as a decimal. 

Information on the funding taper is available in the Guidance on Further Education Funding 2003/04.
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