General Questions
1.
Does pre-release include moving to another prison?

A.
No pre-release interviews provide information for offenders to prepare them for release 

2.
Pre-release planned number of interviews.  What does it mean?  All releases or number of planned sessions?
A.
This means the number of pre release sessions that are planned.
3.
Electronic versions of documentation to be made available to all attendees.

A.
Yes. Electronic version of the documentation will be made available
4.
Detailed guidance and sample texts for the use of “reasons why” needed.

A
Currently being prepared 

5.
Referrals from:-  Regional requests for information may be different.
A
Needs clarification.  Is the question asking about referral ‘to’ rather than referral ‘from’. 

6.
How is the new CIAS form audited?

A
Normal LSC audit arrangements will apply 

7.
Some establishment not able to do group induction.  How would it be recorded on the sheet?
A
If group induction cannot occur within a specific establishment provider should feedback through the LSC OLASS Regional Lead 

8.
Is it acceptable to count any general supervision or movement within GLH delivered?  Juveniles.  

A
No 
9.
What is defined “pre-release”? – Before release from prison?
A.
A reasonable period would be within three weeks of release. However, this timescale may vary according to localised working arrangements agreed between the establishment, the LSC and the provider.  
10.
How long does a learner need to be in establishment?
A.
An individual is classified as a learner when they have received a one to one session and a Learner Plan is established. 

11.
How close does the exit interviews need to be to the release?  

A
See Question 9 

12.
You state the learning provider does the initial assessment.  To whom?  Just those signposted by CIAS to L & S or to the whole population?

A
To individuals signposted to L&S.   

13.
Will the CIAS provider complete initial screening if offenders arrive without them?

A
Yes 

14.
What happens when the regime structure of the establishment restricts the number of hours a provider can deliver each week?

A
Answered in OLASS Provider Question 20.
16.
Is it the expectation of the LSC that both learning and skills providers and CIAS providers are trained to use the HDQ?

A
As the tool has been designed to be used by non specialists the LSC is keen to ensure that as many organisation as possible are trained in its use – we intend to offer the opportunity to both learning and CIAS providers and probation colleagues.

17.
The requirements of awarding bodies are very difficult to meet in custody.  What does the LSC plan to do to address this issue.

A
Janet Ryland who leads on QCF developments (and was here yesterday) has agreed to discuss the issues with BIS and the Awards Organisations Advisory Groups and feedback to you via us.

18.
How will OESS & PSEU ensure that Governors in Prisons comply with their roles and responsibilities and that sufficient HMPS capacity is in place to support learning and skills development?


Referred to NOMS

19.
We are interested to hear that OESS intends to move towards more appropriate and recognised qualifications in ‘out of scope’ activities – how will you address, the following issues?
· QCF approval is dependent upon the accommodation and equipment available.

· On line testing means that prisoners can not take exams where access to broadband is an issue and GG to add?
Referred to NOMS
20.
What guidance is available on the provision for USLA? – This group is entitled to more than 15 hours.
A
The OLASS contracts provide that all LEARNERS should receive a minimum of 15 hours of learning provision per week funded through the OLASS contracts.  However the Prison Service is also required by the YJB to deliver a further minimum 10 hours of purposeful activity per person per week according to the young persons individual needs, this can include training and development for example.  This means that in total we are requiring that all young people receive a minimum of 25 hours of education, training and developmental (or do we need to say 'purposeful'?) activity.  We expect that providers and the prison service should take account of the persons age and whether they are under school leaving age in identifying the most appropriate learning and development activities for them to participate - this should be taken into account in their sentence plans and Individual Learning Plans.
