LIS 2003/04 – Learner Profile and Derived Variables

Guidance Note


Learner Information Suite (2003/04)

Interpretation of Results – FE Learner Profile
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Introduction

The Learner Information Suite (LIS) is used to produce the FE Learner Profile for 2003/04. It is used at a national and local level to measure in-year progress towards targets.

The learner profile is calculated based on ILR and LAD data imported into the LIS. As part of the calculation a number of derived variables are used. These belong to a larger set of variables derived by the LIS for use by the LSC in statistical analyses. Providers can also use these derived variables for their own analyses.

This guidance note is intended to assist FE providers by explaining how the figures on the learner profile report are calculated in LIS version 11.02 onwards. It also describes the derived variables that are calculated by the LIS (version 11.02 onwards), some of which are used for the learner profile. 

Instructions for how to use the LIS to run derived variable calculations, produce a learner profile and view the report are given in the LIS User Guide. The user guide is available from the LIS pages of the LSC website. For more information on the learner profile collection timetable and detailed operating instructions for the LIS, please refer to the LIS pages of the LSC website www.lsc.gov.uk.

Structure of the Guidance Note

This guidance note contains three main sections. The first section explains the layout of the learner profile report and the second section describes how each figure on the report is calculated. The final section provides details of the derived variables calculated by the LIS (some of which are used for the learner profile).

Layout of the Learner Profile Report

This section shows the layout of the learner profile report and the figures included on the report. A description of how these figures are calculated is given in the next section (Calculation of the Learner Profile).

The learner profile report contains two tables. Both tables have the same layout, with one showing results for non-UfI learners and the other showing UfI learners. The example on the next page shows the layout of the table for 2003-04. The results are shown in the Head Count column and the FTE column. The figures on the learner profile include only those learners who have at least one LSC funded FE aim.

	Example FE Learner Profile:
	 
	

	Non-UfI Learners [UfI Learners]
	 
	Learner numbers
	FTEs

	Under 19 as at 31 August 2003
	Full-time learners
	239
	239

	
	Part-time learners
	191
	38

	
	Total
	430
	277

	
	Basic Skills learners
	14
	

	
	Level 2 learners
	139
	

	
	Level 3 learners
	143
	

	
	Level 4 learners
	10
	

	Adult as at 31 August 2003
	Full-time learners – with entitlement
	106
	106

	
	Full-time learners – without entitlement
	146
	146

	
	Part-time learners
	1,420
	313

	
	Total
	1,672
	565

	
	Basic Skills learners
	81
	

	
	Level 2 learners
	411
	

	
	Level 3 learners
	410
	

	
	Level 4 learners
	67
	

	All ages
	Learners with additional support
	20
	

	
	Disadvantaged learners
	34
	


Within the table, the data are first split into two age groups: learners under the age of 19 and adult learners. Each group is further divided into full-time and part-time learners. Adult full-time learners are split into two sub-categories – ‘with entitlement’ (ie eligible for enhanced funding’) and ‘without entitlement’ (ie not entitled to enhanced funding). This split is new for 2003-04 and has been included to allow providers to identify adult learners eligible for enhanced funding.

In the example above there are 430 learners who are under the age of 19; 239 are full-time and 191 are part-time. There are 1,672 adult learners; 106 full-time with entitlement, 146 full-time without entitlement and 1,420 part-time.

The total number of learners covered by the report is the sum of the figures in each of these five categories (under 19 full-time, under 19 part-time, adult full-time with entitlement, adult full-time without entitlement and adult part-time), which is in this case 2,102.

The FTE column shows the numbers of ‘full-time equivalent’ learners. For full-time learners, this is the same as for the number of learners.

For the under 19 and adult learners, a count is then made of:

· basic skills learners

· level 2, 3 and 4 learners.

Note that:

· these counts are applied to all the learners in each age group 

· basic skills and learner NVQ level are independent of each other so learners may be counted in more than one category

· a learner can only be included in one NVQ level (if a learner has aims at more than one NVQ level, the highest NVQ level is counted)

· the sum of learners in levels 2, 3 and 4 does not equate to the total number of learners. The table does not show level 1 and entry level learners, or learners whose level is not known.

For all of the learners in the table a count is made of:

· those eligible for additional support

· those who are considered to be disadvantaged.

A learner can be in both of these categories.

Calculation of the Learner Profile
This section outlines the steps followed when calculating the figures for the learner profile. It states which derived variables are used at each stage. Further details of how these variables are derived are given in the next section (Derived Variables Definitions).

Before a learner profile can be produced, derived variables must first be calculated using the ILR data and LAD data. The ILR data must be ‘funding rule valid’ before derived variables can be calculated. 

Derived variables are calculated for each learning aim (aim level derived variables, prefixed with A_) and also for each learner (learner level derived variables, prefixed with L_). Some of the learner level derived variables are calculated using the learner’s aim level derived variables. 

Once the derived variables have been calculated the learner profile can be calculated as follows. 

Learner Status

Only learners with at least one LSC funded FE aim are included in the learner profile calculations. This includes learners in receipt of LSC funding whether through the FE funding mainstream or through other LSC funding streams such as pilot schemes (eg the employer training pilot, the basic skills in local communities project, the new technology institutes pilot and the sector strategy pilot). Whether they are classed as receiving LSC funding is calculated using the derived variable L_FUND. Learners are included only if L_FUND = 1 or 2. They should only be included if they are actively in learning in the current academic year at the time of the census (using dates 1 Oct, 1 Feb and 1 May). Whether they have this status is calculated within the derived variable L_LIVE_B. Learners are selected for analysis only if L_LIVE_B > 1.

Non-UfI and UfI

The learner profile shows data separately for UfI and non-UfI learners. This is based on the derived variable L_UFI. One table is generated for L_UFI = 0 (non-UfI learners) and another for L_UFI = 1 (UfI learners). For each learner L_UFI = 1 if any of their aims are flagged as UfI aims, in other words if derived variable A_UFI = 1 for any of their aims.  

Under 19 and Adult Learners

For each table the learners are divided into ‘under 19’ and ‘adult’. This is based on the derived variable L_AGEB. This shows the age of the learner at 31 August 2003, banded into one of seven categories. Only learners whose age is calculated as under 16 or between 16-18 are included as ‘under 19’ learners. All others, including those for whom an age cannot be calculated, are included as ‘adult’ learners.

Full-time and Part-time Learners

The learners in each age group are then further subdivided into ‘full-time’ and ‘part-time’. This is based on the derived variable L_MODE_B. The value of this derived variable is assigned by calculating the current year guided learning hours (cyglh) and the number of periods of study. Full-time full year learners attend for at least 450 cyglh over three periods, full-time part year attend for at least 150 cyglh in at least one period or for at least 16 cyglh or more in one week. For a learner to be counted as full-time on the learner profile, they must be full-time full year.

The count of learners in each of these groups gives the under 19 full-time, under 19 part-time, adult full-time and adult part-time figures for the Learner Numbers column on the learner profile report.  

For adults, full-time learners are split into two categories: those eligible for enhanced funding and those who are not eligible. Those eligible are identified in the ILR returns, under field L28 (eligibility for enhanced funding).

Full-time Equivalent Learners

The ‘FTE’ column on the learner profile report shows the number of full-time equivalent learners. For full-time learners the FTE figures are the same as in the head count column. For part-time learners the FTE figure is the sum of the derived variable L_FTELP for those learners. For each learner, L_FTELP is calculated by dividing the expected cyglh (L_EXP_B) by 450. The maximum value for L_FTELP is 1. All live aims are included in the calculation of cyglh, not just FE funded aims.

Basic Skills

For all under 19 learners, and for all adult learners, a count is made of the number of learners with at least one basic skills aim. This is based on the derived variable L_BSKILL. For each learner L_BSKILL = 1 if any of their aims are flagged as basic skills aims, in other words if derived variable A_BSKILL = 1 for any of their aims. 

NVQ Notional Level 2, 3 or 4

For all under 19 learners, and for all adult learners, a count is made of the number of learners at each level 2, 3 or 4. This is based on derived variable L_NVQLEV. For each learner L_NVQLEV is set to show the level of the highest level aim undertaken – funded or not funded (in other words the highest value for derived variable A_NVQLEV for that learner).

Additional Support

For all learners in the table a count is made of the number of learners eligible for additional support. This is based on derived variable L_ADDSUP, which is assigned its value based on the value in ILR field L31.

Disadvantaged

For all learners in the table a count is made of the number of learners considered to be disadvantaged. This is based on the derived variable L_DISADV, which is assigned its value based on the value in ILR field L32.

Summary

The following table summarises the checks made when counting the number of learners in each learner profile field:

	Line in Learner Profile
	Fields Selected

	                                                                     FOR ALL CELLS, L_FUND=1 OR L_FUND=2 

	Under 19
	Full-time
	(L_AGEB <= 2) and (L_MODE_B = 1)

	
	Part-time
	(L_AGEB <= 2) and (L_MODE_B > 1)

	
	

	
	Basic skills
	(L_AGEB <= 2) and (L_BSKILL = 1)

	
	Level 2
	(L_AGEB <= 2) and (L_NVQLEV = 2)

	
	Level 3
	(L_AGEB <= 2) and (L_NVQLEV = 3)

	
	Level 4
	(L_AGEB <= 2) and (L_NVQLEV = 4)

	

	Adult
	Full-time – eligible for enhanced funding
	(L_AGEB >= 3) and (L_MODE_B = 1) and (L28a=12 or 13 or L28b=12 or 13

	
	Full-time – not eligible for enhanced funding
	(L_AGEB >= 3) and (L_MODE_B = 1) and (L28a and L28b not equal to 12 / 13

	
	Part-time
	(L_AGEB >= 3) and (L_MODE_B > 1)

	
	

	
	Basic skills
	(L_AGEB >= 3) and (L_BSKILL = 1)

	
	Level 2
	(L_AGEB >= 3) and (L_NVQLEV = 2)

	
	Level 3
	(L_AGEB >= 3) and (L_NVQLEV = 3)

	
	Level 4
	(L_AGEB >= 3) and (L_NVQLEV = 4)

	

	Additional Support
	(L_ADDSUP = 1)

	

	Disadvantaged
	(L_DISADV = 1)


Derived Variables Definitions

This section gives details of all the derived variables calculated by the LIS. These derived variables have been used by the LSC for statistical analysis for a number of years. They allow providers to carry out analyses in a way that is comparable to that of the LSC. Note that not all of these derived variables are used by the learner profile.

Aim Level Derived Variables

The following table shows the aim level derived variables:

	Derived Variable
	Valid Values
	Additional Information

	A_NVQLEV
 
 
 
 
 
	Notional NVQ level of the aim:
1 = level 1 and entry
2 = level 2
3 = level 3
4 = level 4, 5, or higher
9 = other
	Taken from the LAD where:
1 = level 1 and entry
2 = level 2
3 = level 3
4 = level 4, 5, and higher
X = not known or not applicable

	A_ATYPE
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	Type of aim:
1 = GCE A/AS/A2 level
2 = GCSE
3 = GNVQ precursor
4 = GNVQ/AVCE
5 = NVQ
6 = Access to HE
7 = HNC/HND
8 = OCN
9 = Additional NVQ/GNVQ
10 = Other
	Calculated by linking the learning aim reference in ILR field A09 to the LAD.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	A_ACT_A
	Actual current year guided learning hours using 1 Nov, 1 Feb and 15 May
	Looks at the value in ILR field A32 (guided learning hours), start date, and actual end date for this aim and calculates the number of GLH the learner actually did in this academic year for this aim.

	A_EXP_A
	Expected current year guided learning hours using 1 Nov, 1 Feb and 15 May
	Looks at the value in ILR field A32 (guided learning hours), start date, and expected end date for this aim and calculates the number of GLH the learner expected to do this academic year for this aim.

	A_ACT_B
	Actual current year guided learning hours using 1 Oct as first census date
	As A_ACT_A definition but using 1 Oct instead of 1 Nov.

	A_EXP_B
	Expected current year guided learning hours using 1 Oct as first census date
	As A_EXP_A definition but using 1 Oct instead of 1 Nov.

	A_LIVE_A
	Status of aim for inclusion in analysis using 1 Nov as first census date
	For this aim, says whether the learner was active in this academic year. Census dates are 1 Nov, 1 Feb and 15 May.                                                             Options for this field are: 3 = Always included. These learners were expected to be at the provider (using expected end dates) and were there (using actual end dates); 2 = Included on actual. These learners were not expected to be at the provider (using expected end dates) but were (using actual end dates); 1 = Included on expected.  These learners were expected to be at the provider but actually withdrew before the census date. The learner is excluded from analysis; 0 = Not included. These learners have start and end dates that are outside this academic year and shouldn't really be in the data.

	A_LIVE_B
	Status of aim for inclusion in analysis using 1 Oct as first census date
	As A_LIVE_A definition but using 1 Oct instead of 1 Nov.

	A_UFI
	1 or 0 flag to indicate if the aim is UFI or not
	 

	A_BSKILL
	1 or 0 flag to indicate if the aim is basic skills or not
	Classification of an aim being "basic skills" as indicated in the LAD. (Set as ‘1’ if the Basic_Skill field on the All_Annual_Values table contains ‘Y’.)

	A_TARGET
	1 or 0 flag to indicate if the aim counts towards the NVQ level 2 &/or 3 &/or 4 &/or Basic Skills national targets
	If the aim meets any of these targets, this variable will be set as ‘1’. Uses A_BSKILL and A_NVQLEV to calculate this field.

	A_AGEST
	Age of the learner as at the start of the learner aim
	

	A_AGESTB
	Age of the learner as at the start of the learner aim banded:
1=Under 16, 2=16 to 18
3=19 to 20, 4=21 to 24
5=25 to 59, 6=60 and over
9=missing age
	


Learner Level Derived Variables

The table below shows the learner level derived variables:

	Derived Variable
	Valid Values
	Additional Information

	L_NVQLEV
 
 
 
 
 
	NVQ level of the learner:
1 = level 1 and entry
2 = level 2
3 = level 3
4 = level 4, 5, or higher
9 = other
	If a learner has more than one aim, the highest NVQ level is taken.

	L_ATYPE
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	In-year aim type of the learner
1 = GCE A/AS/A2 level
2 = GCSE
3 = GNVQ precursor
4 = GNVQ/AVCE
5 = NVQ
6 = Access to HE
7 = HNC/HND
8 = OCN
9 = Additional NVQ/GNVQ
10 = Other
	If a learner has more than one aim, the aim used is the one with the maximum current year guided learning hours. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	L_ACT_A
	Actual current year guided learning hours using 1 Nov, 1 Feb and 15 May
	Looks at values in ILR field A32 (guided learning hours), start date, and actual end dates for all aims and calculates the number of GLH the learner actually did this academic year.

	L_EXP_A
	Expected current year guided learning hours using 1 Nov, 1 Feb and 15 May
	Looks at values in ILR field A32 (guided learning hours), start date, and expected end dates for all aims and calculates the number of GLH the learner expected to do this academic year.

	L_ACT_B
	Actual current year guided learning hours using 1 Oct, 1 Feb and 15 May
	As L_ACT_A but using 1 Oct instead of 1 Nov.

	L_EXP_B
	Expected current year guided learning hours using 1 Oct, 1 Feb and 15 May
	As L_EXP_A but using 1 Oct instead of 1 Nov.

	L_LIVE_A
	Status of learner for inclusion in analysis using 1 Nov as first census date
	Says whether the learner was active in this academic year.  Options for this field are the same as for A_LIVE_A.

	L_LIVE_B
	Status of learner for inclusion in analysis using 1 Oct as first census date
	As L_LIVE_A but using 1 Oct instead of 1 Nov.

	L_MODE_A
 
 
 
 
 
 
	Learner's mode of attendance using 1 Nov, 1 Feb and 15 May:
1 = Full-time full-year
2 = Full-time part-year
3 = Part-time - other including e-learning
4 = Part-time - open
5 = Part-time - distance learning
6 = Part-time – evening
	This field is calculated by summing expected cyglh and identifying how many periods the learner is in attendance for.
Full-time full-year students attend for at least 450 cyglh during an academic year.
Full-time part-year students attend for at least 150 cyglh over 1 period (term), or more than 16 glh per week (but less than 450 glh in an academic year).
All others are part-time students.

	L_MODE_B
	Learner's mode of attendance using 1 Oct, 1 Feb and 15 May
	As L_MODE_A but using 1 Oct instead of 1 Nov.

	L_AGE
	Age of the learner as at 31 August 2003
	 

	L_AGEB
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	Age of the learner as at 31 August 2003 banded:
1=Under 16
2=16 to 18
3=19 to 20
4=21 to 24
5=25 to 59
6=60 and over
9=missing age
	 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	L_FUND
	Funding category for each learner

 0='No LSC Funding for the Learner

 1=LSC Only Funding for the Learner

 2=LSC & ESF Co-Financing Funding for the Learner

 3=ESF Co-Financing Only for the Learner

 4=ACL & 6 Form Funding for the Learner

 5=ACL, 6 Form & ESF Funding for the Learner
	Learners are classed as LSC funded (ie values 1 and 2) if they receive funding for at least one of their FE aims. An aim is considered to be LSC funded if A10 = 20 or 80. 

A10=20 for aims in receipt of FE funding; a10=80 for aims in receipt of ‘other LSC funding’ which includes funding for pilot schemes. 

	L_UFI
	1 or 0 flag to indicate if the learner is UFI or not
	A learner is UfI if they have at least one aim that is UfI. This is determined using ILR fields A46a and A02.

	L_BSKILL
	1 or 0 flag to indicate if the learner is Basic Skills or not
	If the learner has any aims that are classified in the LAD as basic skills (A_BSKILL = 1), then the learner is said to be a basic skills learner.

	L_DISADV
	1 or 0 flag to indicate if the learner is considered to be disadvantaged or not
	Based on ILR field L32: 99 = no disadvantage; any other value = disadvantaged.

	L_FTELP
	Full-time equivalence of the learner 
	This is calculated as total expected cyglh/450. Census date of 1 Oct is used here, ie L_EXP_B/450.  If a learner is doing more than 450 current year guided learning hours, the value is rounded down to 1 FTE.

	L_TARGET
	1 or 0 flag to indicate if the learner counts towards the NVQ level 2 &/or 3 &/or 4 &/or Basic Skills national targets
	 

	L_ADDSUP
	1 or 0 flag to indicate if the learner is eligible for support
	Based on ILR field L31: 0 = not eligible; greater than 0 = eligible.
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