Bexley Council

Transport Policy Statement for Students Aged 16–19 in Further Education:  2006/2007 Academic Year

A.  Purpose

Section 199 and Schedule 19 of the Education Act 2002 amends the home to school transport provision as set out in Section 509 of the Education Act 1996. It requires each Local Authority to publish a policy statement providing home to school/college travel for students aged 16-19 years or those who begun a particular course before attaining the age of 19 and continues to attend that course. The policy statement must be made on or before 31 May in the year in which the academic year in question begins.

The statement must specify the arrangements for the provision of transport or otherwise that the authority may consider it necessary to make for facilitating the attendance of persons of sixth form age receiving education or training at:

	a)
	Schools,

	b)
	Any institution maintained or assisted by the authority which provides further education or higher education (or both),

	c)
	Any institution within the further education sector, or,

	d)
	At any establishment (not falling within paragraph b) or c)) which is supported by the Learning and Skills Council for England or the National Council for Education and Training for Wales.


It is anticipated by the Department for Education and Skills (DfES) that Local Authorities continue to take the leading role in developing transport partnerships involving school sixth forms, sixth form colleges, further education institutions, Connexions and the Learning and Skills Council.

B.  Legal background

Section 509AB of the Education Act 1996 sets out new criteria that no student should be prevented from attending further education because of a lack of services or support, choice, costs and the need to travel beyond local Local Authority boundaries.

In addition to the Local Authority policy, the statement must also include the provision and support made by schools for post-16 travel and further education colleges in the local area.

Section 509AA(8) of the Education Act 1996 makes it clear that Local Authorities can make transport arrangements over and above those set out in the policy statement at any time in an academic year which allows the Local Authority and its partners to respond to changing or unforeseen circumstances where particular cases occur that are not contained in the policy document.

Section 509AA(9) of the Education Act 1996 provides that the Secretary of State can direct a Local Authority to make arrangements for transport, which are not in the statement.

C.  Current issues

Transport for London (TfL)

The Mayor of London has announced that free travel will be available to under 18’s in full-time education from 1 September 2006 and as a result Transport for London will introduce new ticketing arrangements. Free travel for under 18’s in full-time education is designed to promote the benefits of public transport to school leavers, whilst helping young people to continue studies and improve employment prospects. Free travel will be available on buses and tram services within the London area (zones 1-6). Charges for travelling in buses outside of the area are still made.

Bus routes within Bexley Borough provide free travel for a child aged under 16 but charges may still occur on certain routes e.g. some routes which travel into Dartford.

For students aged 16 or 17 who permanently reside within a London Borough and in full-time education from 1 September 2006, 16-17 Oyster Card application forms are available from Oyster Ticket Shops such as participating newsagents.

The criteria for a full-time student to apply for the 16/17 year old Oyster photocard is 12 hours of guided learning per week for a minimum of 10 weeks, on further education courses in school sixth forms, sixth form colleges and Further Education colleges or as Learning and Skills Council (LSC) arranged Entry to Employment (E2E) or Programme Led Pathways (PLP) work based learning.

Full-time students aged 18+ can with a valid Student Oyster photocard, buy Travelcards and Bus Passes at 30% off the equivalent adult rate. In order to obtain a Student Oyster photocard these are available for a fee of £5 and can only be obtained from participating colleges and schools.

Bexley Council

The Council will consider providing travel assistance outside the scope of the free travel arrangements implemented by TfL.

Other Funding

The Learning and Skills Council (LSC) has provided Local Authorities with additional funding to facilitate those students aged between 16 and 19 years to achieve their goals in further education and reinforced life-long learning initiatives. This additional LSC Transport Partnership Fund must be used by partnerships and not to pursue local authorities own objectives, or to replace existing sources of funding by any partner e.g. Learner Support Funds committed by further education institutes. The funding has been made available to enable partnerships to make real and sustainable progress in improving transport support and services.

Bexley College has their own Learner Support Fund and they provide financial assistance, including travel, to certain students on low income and who may have exceptional circumstances.

Base-line policy within London

It is recognised that within London Boroughs policies still vary. As a result the Association of Local Government, the Association of Colleges, Transport for London, Connexions, Institutes of Further Education and Local Authorities have devised a base-line policy for 16-19 travel which should be adopted throughout London. Bexley Council already adopts the criteria stipulated within the base-line document.

For pupils with special educational needs Bexley Council already meets the requirements of the base-line data and has regard (amongst other things) to:

· The needs of those for whom it would not be reasonably practicable to attend a particular establishment to receive education or training if no arrangements were made,

· The need to secure that persons in the Bexley area have reasonable opportunities to choose between different establishments at which education or training is provided,

· The distance from the home of the person of sixth form age to the institute at which education or training suitable to the student’s needs is provided, and,

· The cost of transport to the establishments in question and of any alternative means of facilitating the attendance of persons receiving education or training there.

D.  Policy

Bexley Council works in partnership with Bexley College regarding travel arrangements and each have their own policy but adopt certain similar criteria. 

In addition, transport partnership arrangements exist and continue to be developed through Bexley Council’s 14-19 Working Group.

The criteria set in the ‘Base line post-16 transport policy for London Transport Partnerships’ for the  2006/2007 academic year will be adhered to.

Bexley Council currently administers the provision of home to school and some college transport. Bexley College will administer the provision of support to certain other client groups that are not supported through Bexley Council and where the college would be expected to use their Learner Support Fund. 

E. Bexley Council’s policy criteria for post-16 travel assistance

1. Residency

Assistance with travel costs is dealt with by a pupil’s home Local Authority, therefore, the following details apply to Bexley Borough residents. If a student lives outside Bexley Borough they should direct any enquiry about assistance with travel to the local authority responsible for the area in which they live.

2. Educational establishment

Where assistance is required outside the scope of free travel arrangements  implemented by TfL assistance may be provided to certain students of sixth form age that receive education or training and attend:

	
	

	· Schools, or,

	
	

	· Any institution maintained or assisted by the authority which provides further education or higher education (or both), or,

	
	

	· Any institution within the further education sector, or,

	
	

	· Any establishment (not falling within paragraph b) or c)) which is supported by the Learning and Skills Council for England or the National Council for Education and Training for Wales.


In addition to the above, students must also meet the criteria regarding age, means test and distance criteria. Support for Special Educational Needs (SEN) students will be based upon the individual merits of each application.

3. Age

· You must be aged 16 to 18 years as at 1 September  2006. Assistance will be provided for the duration of the course provided that the relevant criteria are met. However, if a student is undertaking a course for longer than one year duration, students who wish to renew their entitlement after completing each year of their course will be dependant upon confirmation by the school/college of attendance for the previous year.

· If a student starts a course between the ages of 16 to 18 but finishes a course when they are over 18, Bexley Council will continue to fund any travel assistance which was agreed at the outset provided that no changes in circumstances have occurred.

· Support may be provided to full-time/part-time students and to special needs students on either full or part-time courses where there is a reference to transport needs made in the student’s current or lapsed Statement of SEN or Transition Plan.

4. Assessment of income

Financial assistance may be provided to families who are in receipt of low income i.e.

· If the student, their parent(s) or their carers are in receipt of:

· Income Support, or,

· Income-based Jobseekers Allowance, or,

· Parents entitled to Child Tax Credit but who are not entitled to Working Tax Credit and whose annual income (as assessed by the Inland Revenue) does not exceed  £14,155 from 6 April  2006, or,

· Guarantee Element of State Pension Credit.

Families in receipt of Working Tax Credit or any other support payment not mentioned above are not entitled to any financial support but can submit details of any exceptional circumstances that they may wish to be considered.

5. Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA)

Travel assistance will not normally be provided if a student is entitled to an EMA. However, students in receipt of an EMA will only be considered for transport support where costs are excessive and necessary and each application will be considered on its own merits.

6. Distance criteria

· Walking distance within the Council’s current travel policy for registered pupils attending a local authority mainstream/special school or for students attending college/further education institution is defined as 3 miles or over to the nearest appropriate school or college measured by the shortest available walking route using public highways and footpaths with lighting.

· The “nearest appropriate school/college” is the school/college within the Borough that is nearest to the student’s home. If a parent has chosen a school/college which is not the nearest appropriate and is in excess of the walking distance stated then no assistance will be provided. A school/college will not be deemed inappropriate because of a parental preference for either single-sex or co-educational schooling.

· With regard to schools:

· For pupils taking up selective places: this is a school within the Borough, nearest to the pupil’s home, which has selective places, taking pupils of the appropriate sex.

· For pupils taking up non-selective places:  this is a school within the Borough, nearest to the pupil’s home which has non-selective places, taking pupils of the appropriate sex.

· For pupils attending denominational (religious) schools: this is a denominational (religious) school within the Borough, nearest to the pupil’s home, taking pupils of the appropriate sex. Where the distance and other criteria are met, supporting evidence will be required to verify that the offer of the school was based solely on denominational grounds.

These definitions apply equally to pupils at community, foundation and voluntary aided schools.

· Assistance may be provided if parents have expressed a preference in writing for, and actively sought, a place at the nearest appropriate school/college but failed to gain admission. In this instance, a reasonable effort should be made to obtain a place at another appropriate school/college i.e. within the distance criteria.

· Students with special educational needs who need transport support must live 3 miles or more from their nearest appropriate school/college measured by the shortest available walking route using public highways and footpaths with lighting. However, the distance criteria may be waived where students have physical disabilities that necessitate transport support or can demonstrate other exceptional circumstances that make it reasonable to provide travel support for distances under 3 miles,

· Students who wish to study at a school or college, which is beyond a reasonable ‘daily travelling distance’, may wish to apply for residential support, which is administered on behalf of the LSC. For more information about the Residential Support Scheme students should contact Manchester City Council on 0161 234 7021 or email  residential.edpilot@manchester.gov.uk
7. Courses

· To be eligible students at school/college must be studying a full-time or part-time course, the duration must be for at least one year. The course must lead to a National Vocational Qualification (NVQ), General National Vocational Qualification (GNVQ) or be a course specifically recognised by Bexley Council e.g. GCE Advanced Level Studies (‘A’ Levels), BTEC Diploma, City and Guilds Certificate, Foundation Art (1 year access to Art Degree), Nursery Nursing Examination Board (NNEB).

· Funding is not usually provided for: 

· repeat study, or,

· where a student wishes to study a qualification which is of a level comparable to, or lower than, one which has been previously studied, or,

· the student has previously attended a course leading to a final vocational or professional qualification, or,

· there is an alternative source of funding, or,

· residence criteria.

8. How is entitlement assessed and decided?

· The SEN Team at Bexley Council is involved with the drawing up of statements of special educational need and in deciding whether individual pupils need to have transport to and from school. The Team is responsible for identifying all relevant transport needs and the type of transport that should be agreed. This would take into account the safety and welfare of each pupil. With regard to Post-16 support, where a statement of SEN may have lapsed, this will be taken into consideration as to whether transport may or may not be provided.

· The Pupil and Student Finance Team is responsible for implementing and administering the policy regarding pupils that require travel assistance for attending a mainstream school and certain pupils that attend college. The SEN Team is responsible for arranging special educational needs transport with the approved contractors and deal with the operational issues that may occur on a daily basis. 

· The Admissions and Guidance Team at Bexley College is responsible for providing support to certain pupils at Bexley College including pupils with certain special educational needs that are not supported through Bexley Council.

· For travel assistance to mainstream in-borough schools and colleges, consideration will be given to providing free transport to registered students who applied to their nearest appropriate school/college, within the timetable for admission applications as prescribed by the relevant admissions authority, based upon agreed walking distances.

· Students who live under the 3 mile distance criteria will only be considered on the following basis:

· Medical condition of the student,

· Pupils who are supported due to special educational needs,

· Mobility of the pupil,

· A decision as to the safety of the route.

9. Students with Special Educational Needs

· The Council may provide support for students where:

· transport support has been mentioned in the student’s Statement of SEN, or,

· transport support has been mentioned in the student’s Transition Plan, or,

· a student may wish to continue their studies after their statement has lapsed, or,

· a student may ordinarily travel in a wheelchair or has limited mobility,

and where appropriate will continue up to the academic year in which the student becomes 21 years old. Consideration will be given to extending support to students with disabilities or learning difficulties up to the age of 25.

10. Type of Assistance provided

· For registered pupils attending in-borough local authority mainstream/special schools, or students attending college, assistance will usually be provided by the most economical method of travel (bus/rail pass). Bus passes can usually be used 7 days per week. Termly tickets for public transport are usually provided when assistance is given, but in exceptional circumstances a cash allowance may be granted instead. However, the maximum cash allowance available per term cannot exceed the cost of a termly ticket. If a pupil has a statement of SEN or where it may have lapsed, transport may be provided by minibus or taxi. Where possible, if a minibus/taxi is provided, this will usually be shared by two or more students to and from one or more schools/colleges. 

· If a pupil has a statement of needs then the compatibility of pupils travelling together will be evaluated by the SEN case officer(s) and discussed with parents and schools if necessary. Where appropriate, parents of pupils with special educational needs may be given the option of being offered a mileage reimbursement/allowance.

11. Transport for students who have permanent/temporary medical conditions

· Students that have a permanent/temporary medical condition will be considered for support. A Post-16 Travel Assistance Application Form must be completed and accompanied by a medical certificate or similar information confirming the student’s condition and that it is safe for the student to travel. In addition, a referral may be made by Bexley Council to the Council’s Consultant Community Paediatrician to liaise with the student’s General Practitioner (GP) to verify whether transport support is necessary and supply any additional relevant information relating to transport provision. It may be necessary to undertake risk assessments in these situations. It will also be necessary to ensure that the student will be provided for safely within the school. The Pupil and Student Finance Team will decide the mode of transport based upon the information provided. Such provision will be subject to regular reviews and is at the discretion of the Council.

12. Exceptional circumstances

· Bexley Council has formal procedures for considering the individual merits of applications that do not meet the normal policy criteria mentioned in these guidelines. Parents/carers will need to provide full details of any exceptional circumstances they wish to be considered, in the additional information section of the application form, and provide any supporting documentation where appropriate. However, this does not guarantee that the application will be approved.

13. Parental preference

· Where parents opt for a school/college that is not the designated school/college, it is the parents’/carers’ responsibility to ensure attendance and arrange for transport where applicable. Under these circumstances the Local Authority does not provide transport within the terms of Section 444 (4) and (5) and Section (1) and (2) of the Education Act 1996.

14. Siblings

· Siblings of pupils already receiving transport support do not have an automatic entitlement. The younger sibling will be reviewed under the current policy.

15. Safety of Route

· The safety of the route is determined upon:

· the terms of Sections 444 (4) and (5) of the Education Act 1996 where a parent cannot be charged with failing to secure attendance of registered pupils if the nearest available walking route is unsafe, and,

· assessments made on the basis of pupils being accompanied, as necessary, an issue established in case law: Rogers v Essex County Council ([1987]AC 66) (Appendix: A) and R v Essex County Council ex p EB (1997) ELR327 (QBD) (Appendix: B).

F.  Application process

How to apply for travel assistance

· Bexley Council will only consider completed application forms with the required documentation and may take up to 28 working days to process. Proof of support payment and child benefit is required e.g. copy of  most recent letter or statement (which is less than 3 months old) from the Benefits Agency/Inland Revenue which states the current support payment and the period of entitlement. Each case will be considered on its individual merits. A completed Post-16 Travel Assistance Application Form should therefore be made well in advance of the term in which assistance is required, especially where tickets have to be ordered. 

· For students applying at Bexley College, students are initially provided with information, an induction and, where appropriate, are subsequently interviewed. A place at the College is then confirmed or otherwise, in writing, to the student. A student may then be provided with a Learner Support Fund (LSF) application form, which is available from all College sites and from the Guidance and Admissions Centre based at the main campus site in Tower Road. Application forms must be fully completed and returned with all supporting documents including proof of financial circumstances. A student can apply for rail travel through the Student Union at Bexley College.

Confirmation of travel assistance and parental responsibilities

· Bexley Council: Confirmation or otherwise of travel assistance will be made in writing to the parent/carer. With regard to students with SEN this will include details of the agreed contractor.  The parent/carer/student will also be issued with guidelines indicating the expectation of the transport service as well as clarifying parental responsibilities. These guidelines should be read carefully and adhered to.

· Bexley College: Students are sent a letter confirming whether travel assistance has been awarded.
Change of student/parental circumstances

· Where support is provided by Bexley Council, parents/carers must inform the Pupil and Student Finance Team as soon as possible regarding any changes (e.g. a change of address) as this may affect a pupil’s entitlement, the type of transport, the choice of contractor, collection/drop-off points and collection/drop off times.

· Bexley Council’s guidelines sent to parents/carers inform them that where transport provision is provided (e.g. taxi), the parent/carer must notify the Pupil and Student Finance Team if they wish to change the agreed collection/drop-off point. This must be put in writing giving at least 5 days notice and agreed with the Pupil and Student Finance Team who, where appropriate, may seek advice from other sources.

· In circumstances where there is a change of address for a pupil and an intention on the part of the parent that the student will continue at a previously designated school/appropriate college, responsibility to ensure attendance is assumed by the parents. With regard to schools, under these circumstances the LEA does not provide transport within the terms of Section 444 (4) and (5) and Section 509 (1) and (2) of the Education Act 1996.

G.  Reviews and appeals

Review of transport arrangements for individual pupils

· Transport arrangements will be reviewed:

· Annually unless otherwise agreed at an earlier date, or

· If a student misbehaves on the transport provision. In certain circumstances a student may be permanently/temporarily excluded from the transport provision and it will be the responsibility of the parent/carer to take the student to and from school/college at no cost to the Council.

Identification of new routes

· The Council reserves the right to review all walking routes in the light of any changes. If such changes mean that a student will no longer be entitled to free transport then the notice of withdrawal will be the remainder of the term in which assistance is being given from the date of the notification to the parents. Examples of changes could include the building and/or adoption of new roads and the opening of new lit footpaths.

Review of Council policy

· Members of the Council review all policies annually. Members of the Council are responsible for agreeing policies that will enable the transport provision to operate efficiently and effectively and to provide best value taking into account the safety and welfare of each student.

Termination/modification of support

· Bexley Council reserves the right to terminate or modify entitlement if:

· an unsatisfactory report is received about the student’s conduct or attendance, or,

· for any reason the student is required to repeat any part of the course, or,

· the student is absent from the course for a continuous period exceeding 4 weeks, or,

· the student transfers to another course or college.

Appeals procedures

· The determination and provision of transport is undertaken in accordance with the Council’s stated home to school transport policy. In the event of there being individual circumstances, which parents feel were not considered when determining entitlement to transport, or in the event that the parent believes that the transport provided is inappropriate, then the parent has the right to use the appeals mechanism.

· The Pupil and Student Finance Team has an appeals procedure for the provision/non-provision of travel assistance to and from school/college. Initially an appeal should be made in writing to the officer dealing with the application. If this appeal is unsuccessful, the appeal may be pursued further, by writing to the Head of Pupil and Student Finance.  Should this appeal also be unsuccessful the final level of appeal is to a Members Panel. Member’s Panel consists of three designated Cabinet Members. However, cases approved under this course of action are usually where exceptional circumstances exist.

· In addition, for students who may have a statement of SEN, the SEN Team has a separate appeals procedure regarding the provision/non-provision of transport. In these instances if a parent/carer wishes to appeal against the provision/non-provision of the agreed transport by the SEN case officer then the parent/carer must initially put this in writing to that officer. A decision will be made by the case officer within the SEN Team and the parent informed in writing as to the decision made. If this appeal is unsuccessful a further appeal can be made to the Deputy Director (Learners), Children’s and Young people’s Services. A further appeal can be made to the SENDIST (Special Educational Needs and Disability Tribunal).

H.  Comments, Compliments and Complaints

Comments, compliments and complaints about a service can be made using Bexley Council’s Comments, Compliments and Complaints procedures. Details of the current policy can be obtained from the Education Policy Unit, Children’s & Young People’s Services, Hill View, Hill View Drive, Welling, Kent, DA16 3RY.

I.  Sharing of information

Applicants are advised that it is a criminal offence knowingly to make an untrue statement or other false representation to obtain a grant, contribution or other financial benefit from the Council. This Council is under a duty to protect the public funds it administers and to this end may use the information you have provided on this form within the authority for the prevention and detection of fraud. It may also share this information with other bodies administering public funds solely for these purposes.

J.  Other

Other support

· The Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) is available nationally and financial assistance is dependant upon household income. Advice and information is available at schools and colleges or you can telephone free on 080 810 16 2 19.

· Students may be entitled to additional support from Learner Support Funds, which are available to Local Authorities and Colleges. Please contact your Local Authority or the College at which you wish to attend or are attending.

· Bexley Council does not provide assistance from internal funds with any costs associated with accommodation, books, materials, college trips or placements, examination/course/further education college fees etc. Bexley Council does not provide any assistance with Access or Open University courses.

· Small grants to students aged under 25 may be provided by the local charities of Sir Culling Eardley and George Henry Martin. Students need to contact the Honorary Secretary, Charities of Sir Culling Eardley and George Henry Martin, c/o Pupil and Student Finance, Room 21, Hill View, Hill View Drive, Welling, Kent, DA16 3RY. Telephone:  020 8836 8274.

Schools 

· Discussions are being held with schools maintained by the Authority regarding the provision of transport for facilitating the attendance of persons of sixth form age who wish to receive education or training at school.

· Partnerships/consortiums are currently being developed between secondary schools regarding the provision of post-16 education and the support that may be required regarding travel assistance.
K. Contacts

A list of contacts regarding local authorities, local colleges and other information regarding transport services (Appendix: C) is available to students.

Appendix: A

	
	
	

	
	BEXLEY  COUNCIL
	

	
	POST-16 HOME TO SCHOOL/COLLEGE TRANSPORT POLICY
	

	
	
	


Court case: Safety of route

Rogers v Essex County Council ([1987] AC66) 

A route will be “available” if it is a route along which a child accompanied as necessary, can walk with reasonable safety to school (Rogers v Essex (1987) AC 66, 326 A-D per Lord Ackner) –

“What then was the purpose of defining “walking distance” in relation to a child who had not attained the age of eight years?  The answer, to my mind, is clear; it was simply to provide that where the nearest route from home to school was reasonably capable of being used by a child along or (in the majority of cases) with an escort and did not exceed two miles, the school was within “walking distance” of the child’s home.  If, as is rightly conceded, the route does not in that situation fail to qualify as “available” because of dangers which would be consequent on the child being unaccompanied, when, if at all, would the route thus fail to qualify?  Counsel for the parents submits that once the child is of sufficient age to go out on a street alone, then if the route is not reasonably safe the child to walk along it unaccompanied the route is not “available”.  Quite apart from the fact that there are no words in the section to support such a submission, the test suggested is hopelessly vague.  What sort of street is one to have in mind, what sort of traffic is it to carry, what time of day, indeed what weather or season is to be assumed etc?  Further, is the test an objective test applicable to all children of a given age or is it to be applied subjectively to the particular child whose parents have raised the issue?  The complete impracticability of such a test in itself persuades me that it was never in the contemplation of Parliament.  

In my judgement a route to be “available” within the meaning of s 39(5) must be a route along which a child accompanied as necessary can walk and walk with reasonable safety to school.  It does not fail to qualify as “available” because of dangers which would arise if the child were unaccompanied.  

A route will be “available” even if the child would need to be accompanied along it by his or her parent, as long as such accompaniment is reasonable practicable (Devon County Council v George (1988) 3 All ER 1002 1007J per Lord Keith).  The facts in the George case were:

The applicant, who was a child aged nine, lived 2.8 miles from his school.  The route between his school and his home was an unlit rural road, which had no footpath and was used by tractors, milk tankers and cattle trucks.  The applicant’s stepfather was unemployed.  After the applicant reached the age of eight the local education authority refused to provide him with free transport to and from school as it previously had, on the ground that he could walk to school and his stepfather could accompany him.   The applicant sought judicial review of the authority’s decision but his application was dismissed.  On appeal the Court of Appeal granted the application.  The Authority appealed to the House of Lords.  The applicant contended that, a local education authority, in carrying out its duty under s 55(1) of the Education Act 1944 to make such arrangements for the provision of free transport as it considered necessary for the purpose of facilitating the attendance of pupils at schools was not entitled to take into account whether a pupil could be accompanied if he or she walked to school by an otherwise unsafe route and if so whether that would make it unnecessary for the authority to provide transport.  

Held – Where a school child lived within the statutory walking distance but the route by which he would walk to school would be unsafe if he was unaccompanied, the local education authority was entitled, when exercising its discretion under s 55(1) of the 1944 Act whether to provide free transport to and from school, to refuse to provide free transport if it was reasonable practicable for the child to be accompanied to school.  Since it was reasonably practicable for the applicant to be accompanied to school by his unemployed stepfather the local education authority had been entitled to refuse to provide him with free transport to and from the school.

Appendix: B

	
	
	

	
	BEXLEY   COUNCIL

POST-16 HOME TO SCHOOL/COLLEGE TRANSPORT POLICY
	

	
	
	


Court case: Safety of route

R v Essex County Council ex p EB [1997] ELR 327 (QBD)

In R v Essex County Council ex p EB [1997] ELR 327 (QBD), the council had refused to provide free school transport for EB to attend school. It was the Council’s case that the shortest route from EB’s family home to her school was less than three miles in distance. That route was, in the council’s opinion, and after two inspections by its school transport panel, a safe one for an accompanied child. It was therefore available for EB to use.

EB’s father disagreed about the safety of the route in question. His concern was that part of the route was not safe, even for an accompanied child. He also argued that the council had failed to take into account of the concerns expressed by parents of pupils at that school. Finally, he argued that the school head teacher had not been consulted on the safety of the route at an early point in the school transport panel’s deliberations. He sought to raise these matters in an application for a judicial review of the council’s decision. The application failed at the leave stage.

The decision: Although Mr Justice McCullough recognised that the arguments on behalf of EB had some merit, his Lordship refused leave to apply for a judicial review. It was clear that the more appropriate route for the grievances in this case to be aired was by way of the statutory appeal process.

Education Law Monitor – December 1997

Appendix: C

Contacts for students seeking transport support

	
	

	
	

	Bexley Council:
	Pupil and Student Finance, Children’s and Young People’s Services, Bexley Council, Hill View, Hill View Drive, Welling, Kent, DA16 3RY

	
	Tel. No. Switchboard
	020 8303 7777 ext. 4274

	
	Tel. No. Direct dial
	020 8836 8274

	
	Email:
	pupilandstudentfinance@bexley.gov.uk

	
	Fax:
	020 8836 8156

	
	Web site:
	www.bexley.gov.uk/service/education/pass/post16.html

	
	For a map of Bexley Borough:
	www.bexley.gov.uk/visiting/visitmap.html 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	

	London Borough of Bromley:
	Main switchboard

	
	Tel. No.
	020 8464 3333

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	

	London Borough of Greenwich:
	Main switchboard

	
	Tel. No.
	020 8854 8888

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	

	Bexley College:
	Tower Road, Belvedere, Kent, DA17 6JA

	
	Tel. No.
	Main switchboard: 01322 442331 

	
	
	

	
	
	Larry Gearing, Guidance & Admissions Supervisor

	
	Tel. No.
	01322 442331 ext. 4004

	
	Email:
	larrygearing@bexley.ac.uk

	
	
	

	
	
	Susan Saha, Learner Support Fund Officer

	
	Tel. No.
	01322 442331 ext. 4003

	
	Email:
	susansaha@bexley.ac.uk

	
	
	

	
	
	Angela Trevena, Transport for Student London Photocard Scheme and Education Maintenance Allowance

	
	Tel. No.
	01322 442331 ext. 4100

	
	Email:
	angelat@bexley.ac.uk

	
	
	

	
	
	Larry Gearing, Angela Trevena and Susan Saha are all currently based in Guidance and Admissions at Tower Road.

	
	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Bromley College:
	Dorothy Baldwin, Bromley College, Rookery Lane, Bromley, Kent, BR2 8HE

	
	Tel. No.
	020 8295 7063

	
	Email:
	dorothy.baldwin@bromley.ac.uk

	
	Fax:
	020 8295 7099

	
	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


	
	

	Greenwich Community College:
	Karen Withers, Greenwich Community College, 

95 Plumstead Road, Plumstead, SE18 7PN

	
	Tel. No.
	020 8355 1091

	
	Email:
	Karenw@gcc.ac.uk

	
	Fax:
	020 8488 4899

	
	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	North West Kent College:
	Nick Butterfield, Dartford Campus, North West Kent College, Miskin Road, Dartford, Kent, DA1 2LU

	
	Helpline 
	0800 074 1447

	
	Email:
	nickbutterfield@nwkcollege.ac.uk

	
	Fax:
	01322 629468

	
	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Orpington College:
	Stephen Cooper, The Walnuts, Orpington, Kent, BR6 0TE

	
	Tel. No.
	01689 899768

	
	Email:
	scooper@orpington.ac.uk

	
	Fax:
	01689 899762

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	

	Learning and Skills Council: London East
	Michael Telfer

	
	Tel. No.
	020 8929 3958

	
	Email:
	michael.telfer@lsc.gov.uk

	
	Fax:
	020 8929 3802

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	

	Connexions:
	London East Connexions Partnership, 198-200 Bexley Road, Erith, Kent, DA8 3HF

	
	Tel. No.
	01322 342725 or 080 800 13219

	
	Fax:
	01322 346237

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	

	Transport for London (TfL):
	Central Customer Services, 23rd Floor Empress State Building, Empress Approach, London, SW6 1TR

	
	Tel. No.
	020 7222 5600

	
	Website:
	www.tfl.gov.uk

	
	
	

	
	Photocards: 16-17 years old

	
	Website:
	www.tfl.gov.uk/tfl/fares-tickets/2006/photocards/under1617.asp

	
	
	

	
	18+ student scheme

	
	Website:
	www.tfl.gov.uk/tfl/fares-tickets/2005/photocards/18.shtml

	
	
	

	
	


	
	

	
	

	London Buses:
	London Buses Customer Services, 84 Ecclestone Square, London, SW1V 1PX

	
	Tel. No.
	0845 300 7000 (0800-2000 Monday to Friday)

	
	Textphone:
	020 7918 4435 (0800-2000 Monday to Friday)

	
	Fax:
	020 7027 9914

	
	Email:
	customerservices@tfl-buses.co.uk

	
	Website:
	www.transportforlondon.gov.uk/buses (Bus route maps for Bexley under South East, bus timetables, journey planner, travel arrangements etc)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	

	London Travel information:
	

	
	Tel. No.
	020 7222 1234 (24 hours)

	
	Email:
	travinfo@tfl.gov.uk

	
	Website:
	www.london.gov.uk/london-life/transport-and-travel/travel-info.jsp

	
	
	

	
	Travel information for disabled people

	
	Website:
	www.london.gov.uk/london-life/transport-and-travel/accessible-transport.jsp

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	

	National Rail Enquiries:
	

	
	Tel. No.
	0845 748 4950 (24 hours). Calls charged at local rate and may be recorded.

	
	Textphone:
	0845 605 0600

	
	Website:
	www.nationalrail.co.uk

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	

	South Eastern Trains Customer Services:
	P.O. Box 286, Plymouth, PL4 6WU

	
	Tel. No.
	0845 000 2222 

	
	Textphone:
	0800 783 4548

	
	Fax:
	0845 678 6976

	
	Website:
	www.setrains.co.uk/setrains

	
	
	

	
	Travel assistance for customers requiring additional assistance 

	
	Tel. No.
	0800 783 4524

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	

	London Dial-a-Ride Customer Liaison Unit
	Management Control Centre, Progress House, Mandela Way, London, SE1 5SS

	
	Tel. No.
	020 7027 5823/5824

	
	Fax:
	020 7027 5801

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	

	South-East London Dial-a-Ride:
	Unit 2, Lagoon Road, St Mary Cray, Orpington, Kent, BR5 3QX

	
	Tel. No.
	01689 896333

	
	Fax:
	01689 828738

	
	
	

	
	
	


	
	
	

	
	

	London Cycling Campaign:
	Unit 228, 30 Great Guildford Street, London, SE1 0HS

	
	Tel. No.
	020 7234 9310

	
	Email:
	office@lcc.org.uk

	
	Fax:
	020 7928 2318

	
	Website:
	www.lcc.org.uk
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