	Transport policy statement for students aged16-18 in further education and continuing students aged 19 and over.

	2006/2007

Name of Local Authority:  London Borough of Redbridge
Department Responsible:   Student Support


	1. Please provide details of all concessionary fares, discounts, subsidies, passes or travel cards available for students aged 16–19 and who provides them.  Please provide details of any costs to the student.

Students are expected to contribute a reasonable proportion of their Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) towards transport costs but this should not normally exceed a third of their EMA.  Redbridge Student Support, Redbridge Admissions and Awards Section, Redbridge College, Barking College, Epping College and Havering College of Further and Higher Education may therefore take into account the amount of EMA a student receives when deciding the level of transport that will be offered.

 School 6th form Students

Students resident within the London Borough of Redbridge can apply to the Admissions & Awards Section at Lynton House for a 6th Form Travel Award.  If eligible, the authority will issue a cheque each term to assist with the student’s travel costs, subject to their attendance at the school.

College Students

Colleges are in receipt of Learner Support Funds (LSF), this enables them to help the students attending their Colleges with assistance with travel costs, stationary etc.  Therefore students should contact the student financial support officer at the college that they attend to see if a travel grant or other assistance is available.

However, the Local Authority will consider funding transport costs for college students where the college will not provide it for some clear and rational reason.

Transport for London  -  General Discount

Transport for London offers students the opportunity to obtain discounts on their bus, tube, Docklands Light Railway and Tram link travel in and around London.

16 and 17 year olds

· From the 1st September 2006 Transport for London will be introducing a free travel concession on buses and trams for under 18’s. The criteria is that the student must be in 12 hours guided learning per week for a minimum of 10 weeks, on further education courses in school sixth forms, sixth form colleges and Further Education colleges or as Learning and Skills Council (LSC) arranged Entry to Employment (E2E) or Programme Led Pathways (PLP) work based learning.

The concession expires at the end of the academic year in which the student turns 18.  

· If you hold a 16-17 photocard, get an Oyster Card you can buy 7 Day, monthly or longer period (maximum 4 months) Travelcards, Bus Passes and Tube only season tickets at a reduced rate.  

              You can also make big savings by adding money to your card to pay as 

             you go on the Tube, DLR, buses and trams.  If you do not have an Oyster 

             card and want to buy a single ticket, you will be charged an adult single 

             cash fare.  However, Oyster single fares are always cheaper than the 

             equivalent cash single fare, and 16-17 year olds, with a Oyster card only 

             pay 50 per cent of the adult Oyster fare.

· You can get a 16-17 photocard from Tube and joint Tube/National Rail stations, Travel Information Centres and Oyster Ticket Shops.  To apply, you will need:

· A completed application form 

· A recent passport-sized photo

· A valid Passport or ID card (from an EEA country), birth certificate or medical card.

Tickets cannot expire later than the accompanying ’16-17’ photocard.

 18 + student

· Students aged between 18-24 studying in London may be eligible for a Student Oyster photocard, which entitles them to a 30% discount on travel.  Student Oyster photocards enable them to purchase discounted Bus Passes and Travelcards valid for seven days, one month or longer periods of upto one year.

· Single, daily and 3 day tickets and Oyster fares are not available at discounted rates.  However, you can add money to your Student Oyster photocard to pay as you go at a rate, which is cheaper than paying cash for single and return journeys.

· To apply for your Student Oyster photocard: Students’ attending a University/College/School that is registered on the scheme can obtain an application, stamped and signed from their place of study.  The student must send the application form, passport sized photograph and a cheque/postal order for £5.00.

· Once your discount entitlement has expired, the photocard can still be used to buy adult-season tickets and to pay as you go with Oyster.

New Deal

The New Deal programme gives unemployed people the help and support they need to get into work.  The New Deal Photocard can be obtained through your local Job Centre or Social Security Office.

More information regarding planning your journey or any of the above can be found on the Transport for London website  www.londontransport.co.uk/tfl
Arriva Fare saver scheme

Arriva Fare saver Age 16-17 if you pay a £60 annual fee you would be eligible for half price travel.

 Arriva Fare saver Age 18-20 if you pay a £100 annual fee you would be eligible for 

 half price travel. (subject to reviews)       

                

	

	2. During what times during the day can students use their travel pass or obtain concessionary fares?

The Essex County Council concessionary student pass can only be used to and from college and not at weekends or during holidays. 

Students using their discounted travel cards (Oyster/ Arriva Fare-saver) can use them at any time. 

	

	3. Please confirm that support will continue to be made available to students who reach 19 whilst continuing on a course.

Students who begin a course at school or college before reaching the age of 19 will continue to be supported until the end of that course (and as long as the study is continuous).

	

	4. How will students be assessed to see if they are eligible for support? e.g., means testing or must they be on benefits?

School 6th Form Students

As students aged 18 and under can travel free on London buses from September, the Authority will only provide Travel Award’s to students subject to the income and the distance criteria being met, providing their journey to school requires the use of British Rail Trains or the London Underground.  Student will be expected to contribute a third of their EMA funding towards their travelling costs.   
To qualify students must normally* be in receipt of EMA
· They must live more than three miles from the school

· receive Income support

· receive Income based Job Seekers Allowance

· receive Pension Credits

· have a means tested income of £12,000 or less for the current financial year 2006/07

       Students must also live three miles or more, by the nearest available                   

       walking route from their school.  This is measured on a computerised  

       measuring system.

       *Students in receipt of EMA still wishing to apply for a Sixth Form Travel Award

        will be assessed on a discretionary basis.

 College Students

       Students must apply to the college they will be attending to see if travel 

       assistance is available from the College Learning Support Funds (LSF).  

       All College policies are different but the Colleges in our Partnership 

       Barking, Epping Forest, Havering and Redbridge will give assistance to

       student’s who have at least the minimum level of Parental Income for 

       benefits as mentioned below: -

· Receive Income support

· Receive Income based Job Seekers Allowance

· Receive Pension Credits

· Have a means tested income of £12,000 or less for the current financial year 2006/07

Other Colleges criteria’s may be different.  Where students have been refused funding by the colleges for transport they can apply to the Student Support Section of the London Borough of Redbridge for an application form.

In order to be eligible for travel assistance from the London Borough of Redbridge a student would need to meet the above requirements in addition to the following criteria : -

· Over 16 years old on the 1st September 2006, but under 19 years old on 1st September 2006, or has begun a course at the establishment before reaching the age of 19 and continues to attend the course,

· A student and their family or a single student without a family must be ordinarily resident in the area of Redbridge at the time of making the application,

· A student has settled status in the UK and has been “ordinarily resident” in the UK for at lest 36 months prior to the start of the course,

· A student must live 3 miles or more, by the nearest available route, from a college where an appropriate course is provided,

Students who receive state benefits in their own right or are in public care are eligible for the travel grant if they provide evidence of their benefit or support.

	

	5.  What help do you provide for students with learning difficulties and/or 

Disabilities including those over 19 or students facing other difficulties in following their course?

       Redbridge Student Support

       We will provide transport support for students where transport has been

       mentioned in the student’s Statement of Special Educational Needs (SEN)or 

       Transition Plan or S140 moving on plan.  However, the following criteria will still   

        apply:

       Age: Students will receive support up to the academic year in which the 

       students become 21 years old.  Sympathetic consideration will be given 

       to extending support to students with disabilities or learning difficulties up 

       to the age of 25.

 Residency: in the Borough of Redbridge

       Distance: Students who need transport support where transport has 

       been mentioned in the student’s Statement of Special Educational Needs or 

       Transition Plan or S140 moving on plan is provided irrespective of distance.  

       SEN students attending locally based colleges who are not able to use 

       public transport because of their disability should initially apply to the local

       authority in which they live as borough funded transport may be available

       to take them to college.  However, each application is based upon its 

       individual merits.

       SEN pupils attending sixth form schools are provided with transport under

       the SEN transport policy if they fit the eligibility criteria or it is granted 

       under individual circumstances.

 SEN students attending Redbridge College are provided with additional 

 Learning Support, Welfare Advice, Counselling Service and 

 Connexions Personal Advisors. 

 SEN students attending Epping College have a Student Support

 Department which deal with various educational support depending on the

 student’s needs and Learner Support Funds.

SEN students attending Havering College of Further Education – students in exceptional circumstances and student with learning difficulties/disability will be considered sympathetically for transport support, less able-bodied students are referred to their local LA.  

SEN students attending Barking College can receive help from Learner Support Funds if they meet the required criteria.  Less able-bodied students are referred to their local LA.

	  

	6. Do you provide mobility/independence training for students who face

     difficulty with transport?

	      Schools

      Not centrally in the LA, some schools provide training.

     Colleges

      In certain local Colleges mobility/independence training for SEN students

      is covered as part of their course.

      Barking College state -  Supportive Education provides this.

      Epping College state  -   Usually provided by social Worker, key worker.

      Havering College state – The college provide independent training for students 

      with disabilities in order for them to live independently.

      Redbridge College state – Do not provide any independent training.


	7. When should students start to apply for transport support?

Firstly, partnerships will expect that students seeking transport support will be eligible for and have applied for an EMA. Students will need to provide evidence of an EMA contract (Part 1) from their school or college.

TRANSPORT PARTNERSHIP FUNDING

Applications for school based students are accepted from the beginning

Of June.  Application should be obtained from either the Admissions & Awards

Section the First Stop Shop or downloaded directly from the intranet (details are given overleaf).

Students at Havering and Redbridge College can apply for Learner support funds from June.  

Students at Epping College can apply as soon as they receive an offer of a place. 

Students at Barking College can apply as soon as they receive an offer of a place.

Students who have been refused Learner Support Funding from their 

Colleges can only apply to the Local Authority (Student Support Section) once they have received a letter of refusal from the college that they cannot assist them for some clear and rational reason.

SEN student’s who are not able to use public transport because of their disability should apply to the local authority in which they live in April/May for the appropriate application form.


	

	8. What  help can students apply for if they need to travel to a course that is 

      beyond your LA area?

	        The same policy applies to all Redbridge residents whether the sixth 

        form/college is inside or outside the borough.

        All further education colleges can consider giving support to students from

        their Learner Support Funds.


	9. What help is available for students who attend a further education institution 

      which is beyond daily travelling distance and they need to stay away?



	        For SEN students in residential placements at a school/college the Local Authority will provide transport for six return trips a year, those being at the beginning and end of each term and for the half term holidays.  One return visit will also be funded in order that parents/carers can attend the annual review of their child’s needs.



In these circumstances parents/carers are encouraged to use either their own transport or public transport and the Local Authority will either reimburse the petrol money at the recommended Inland Revenue car mileage rates.

        For accommodation costs you should speak to the college to see if it 

        offers help from the Residential Bursary Scheme.  In addition, if there is 

        no help available you can contact the Learning Skills Council, www.lsc.gov.uk


	10.  Please provide information about all points of contact for students seeking 

       transport support, e.g., LA/college, bus company contact.  Please include 

       any websites and e-mail addresses.

For information and advice about the transport service for pupils attending

sixth form schools contact the Admissions and Awards Section.

Postal Address:

London Borough of Redbridge 

Admissions & Awards Section

Lynton House, 255-259 High Road,

Ilford, Essex. IG1 1NN

Contact:     Coral Mitchell

Telephone: 020 8708 3123          

Email:    coral.mitchell@redbridge.gov.uk
Website: www.redbridge.gov.uk/learning/awardsandbenefits.cfm
Students’ attending sixth form schools can visit:

London Borough of Redbridge

One Stop Shop

Ground Floor – Lynton House

255-259 High Road

Ilford, Essex. IG1 1NN

Open: Monday to Friday 9.00am to 4.30pm, except Wednesdays when it’s open from 9.30am to 4.30pm.

For information and advice about the transport service for home to school SEN pupils contact the Special Services Section.

Postal Address:

Special Services Section

4th Floor

London Borough of Redbridge

Lynton House, 255-259 High Road,

Ilford, Essex. IG1 1NN

Contact:     Ann-Sheryl Field

Telephone: 020 8708 3120

Email: annsheryl.field@redbridge.gov.uk
Contact:      Karen Scothern

Telephone:  020 8708 3119

Email: karen.scothern@redbirdge.gov.uk
Website: www.redbridge.gov.uk
For information and advice about the LA transport service for students attending further education colleges contact the Student Support Section.

Postal Address:

London Borough of Redbridge

Student Support Office

22-26 Clements Road

Ilford, Essex. IG1 1BD

Contact:     Pat Atkin

Telephone: 020 8708 4281

Email: pat.atkin@redbridge.gov.uk
For SEN Further Education Students

Contact:     Susan Allison

Telephone: 020 8708 4141

Email: sue.allison@redbridge.gov.uk  

Fax Number 020 8708 4193                  

Minicom:      020 8553 1611

Website www.redbridge.gov.uk              

Students attending college can visit: 

Ground Floor (side entrance)

Olympic House

28-42 Clements Road

Ilford, Essex. IG1 1BD

From Monday to Friday 8.45 to 4pm, except Wednesday’s when it’s open from 09.45 to 4pm.

Colleges of Further Education

Redbridge College

Little Heath

Romford

Essex RM6 4XT  

Contact Olga Gubbay Welfare Administrator

Telephone No: 020 8548 7400 

Email: ogubbay@redbridge.college.ac.uk
Barking College

Student Services

Barking college

Dagenham road

Romford

Essex

RM7 0XU

Contact :   Susan Kemmis

Email:  susan.kemmis@barkingcollege.ac.uk
Contact Deborah Eldridge

Email:   deborah.eldridge@barkingcollege.ac.uk
Telephone No: 01708 770197

Website www.barking-coll.ac.uk           

Havering College of Further & Higher Education

Ardleigh Green Road

Hornchurch

Essex RM11 2LL

Contact:   Student Services

Telephone No. 01708 462718 for an appointment

Epping Forest College

Borders Lane

Loughton

Essex IG10 3SA

Contact:   Student Services (General)

Telephone No. 020 8502 8743/45

Website: Studserv@epping-forest.ac.uk
Contact Student Support (Extra Educational Needs) 

Telephone No. 020 8502 8749

Transport providers:

For all transport in London – bus, trams, tube and taxi private hire, visit: www.londontransport.co.uk/tfl
London Travel 24 hour information: 020 7222 1234.

For bus travel into the Essex area visit: www.firstgroup.com 

For rail journeys into London and travelling out into Essex and East Anglia visit: www.angliarailways.co.uk 

For National Travel Enquiries: 08457 484950  

Website www.nationalrail.co.uk 

For planning longer rail journeys visit: www.thetrainline.com   

London Dial-a-Ride information: 020 7484 2929

Website www.taxicard.org.uk 

Useful information booklet Financial Help for Young People this can be obtained from  www.direct.gov.uk/youngpeoplefinance   

Maps giving bus/train routes for local colleges

Journey Planner available on the Transport for London website www.tfl.gov.uk
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