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	County Durham 14-19 Education and Training Strategy

	
	

	Date
	27th September 2006 

	Subject
	East Durham Area Advisory Group

	Location
	EDHCC, Boardroom 1, Burnhope Way, Peterlee

	Time
	2.00pm – 4.00pm 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Attendees
Ron Walker (Chair) 
Stuart Hudson

Val Taylor

John H Smith

Mitch O’ Reilly

Janet Skeen

Gerry Stephenson

Joe Armstrong

Malcolm Fallow

Peter Phipps

Paul Mckenna

Louise Mullis (Minutes) 

1. Apologies
Linda Bailey 

Caroline Ferguson

Eric Baker

Jennifer Elliott

2. Minutes/Matters Arising 
The minutes of the previous meeting were considered a true record. 
JA asked if Mary Allen will be joining the Curriculum Sub Group – Mitch has been in touch with her, she is very keen but has still not confirmed.

The Operational teams have been formed and had their first meeting W/C 2nd September 2006. 
MF reported on catering programme at Dene School, programme was supposed to have started in September, the kitchen still has not been constructed therefore they hope to be starting programme in the New Year. 

MF feels that a Liaison Officer should be appointed to support schools that are given money and how to spend it. Need a spending profile so money will be spent in the time given.

Action

MO’R to contact Jan Stephenson and GS to contact Paul Rain to see who could be helping support this.

3. 14-19 Partnership Arrangements

MO’R reported on her 3 learning visits to Cumbria, Sheffield and North Tyneside to see how other areas work. All are inclusive groups with a local strategic planning ability, supported by funding derived from institutional budgets.
MF suggested that the structure of the AAG’s should change and become re-aligned, possibly to copy local boards, inclusive and with an element of shared funding. (Paper discussed)
RW suggested this may reduce the need for multiple planning groups.
MF urged that a formal link should now be made with the LSP. All trying to do the same job but need to be a work stream.
JA suggested AAG’s need to set targets to deliver and meet targets so results can be seen.

GS commented that it is crucial that the group is not too big as no decisions will be made. 

Action
MO’R to discuss with other AAGs Strategic Group, LSC & LA prior to publishing proposals.
4. 14-19 Partnership Progress

RW reports that the Operational Group is now established, the Development Plan has been examined by each member/team and they have identified their individual actions. In the Operational Groups second meeting (3rd October) members will present their roles and show their progress in hand and completed. The difficulty about the Development Plan is that it needs streamlining. An up to date Development Plan is available on the website: 
www.countydurham14-19.co.uk
Also on the website are contact details for the 14-19 Partnership Team. The funding for the Development Plan needs to be spent by end March 07.

VT asks if the AAG actions for the development Plan should be brought to the AAG meeting and discussed.

Action

RW to bring to next meeting

RW advises need to produce a County Durham online prospectus for leavers. All LA’s in the NE LSC region have agreed to use the Course Finder database to hold what’s on offer for 14-19 year olds. This then is accessed by a web portal developed by individual LA’s. 
Darlington, Middlesbrough and Teesside use the Futures for Me database.

The Strategic Group have agreed the proposal to buy the Futures 4 Me prospectus system.
MO’R reports Connexions were very keen to endorse this and want their connexions logo on database/documents.
RW reports that Futures 4 Me can also be used in future to support curriculum audit.
The current curriculum mapping was discussed but further work will be carried out on the prospectus, when in place.

Action

RW To continue prospectus development.
5. Engagement Activity

VT passed around 16-18 NEET Group by AAG report August 2006.
6. Any Other Business

None reported.
7. Date and time of next meeting:

 MT to check if the HAND Centre at Dalton Park is available for next meeting:
15th November 2006 – 2-4pm. 
	Learning and Skills Council  County Durham
Allergate House  Belmont Business Park  Belmont  Durham  DH1 1TW 

T 0845 019 4174  F 0191 3762302  www.lsc.gov.uk



