Summer School Success
Collaboration between Jack Drum Arts Theatre Group and Wolsingham School
and Community College.
Project funded by Anne Timothy - Learning Links

Summer of 2004 Ramayana Project to provide multicultural awareness and social
inclusion held for 10 days at Wolsingham School led by Jack Drum Arts Theatre
Group, attracted over 50 young people from Wolsingham and other locations in
Western Durham County. There was the celebration of the Hindu Festival of the
Ramayana which young people developed into a series of small scenes to explain the
story. The programme ended with a stunning dance including everyone of the
performers. The group performed the show on four separate days to parents and
members of the public.
The inclusive and multicultural themes underpinning this programme caused John
Maddison (Acting Deputy Head) to sponsor the event for a Philip Lawrence Award
for Citizenship. This is a very prestigious award with only 8 given this year. The
application was successful and was presented at the Bloomsbury Theatre, by Sir
Trevor McDonald in December. The student leaders received the award before an
invited audience.
Links to Canada
Wolsingham School has developed strong curricular and social links to Comox
Academy High School on Vancouver Island, British Columbia. Starting as part of the
Travel & Tourism provision in 1999 the partnership now influences curriculum areas
of Geography, English, Drama, Music and Art. Visits have taken place each year to
Vancouver, and Vancouver Island since 1999 which end with Wolsingham students
and staff working in the Comox High School on joint projects. Currently at KS3 the
schools are working on a joint English project and in readiness for the Easter 2005
visit, Year 12 & 13 Travel students are working on a customer service module.
Canadian students are in e-mail contact with Wolsingham Years 12 & 13 requesting
that they prepare a personal itinerary for a visit to the North of England. This will be
prepared by the Year 12 students who will deliver their findings in person in the
Comox School in March of 2005. This is an excellent project covering several Key
Skills and AVCE Units.
It is the intention of the school to use a First National Canadian West Coast Indian
theme in the 2005 summer school and with help from Northern Arts research is taking
place into First Nation Festivals.
Wolsingham students will also study the Ucluelet Whale Festival and witness over
  26000 grey whales migrating north to Alaska.
