CLUSTER MARK BRIEFING - SRPs
Overview

The UK Manufacturing Strategy 2008 included a section on a new “Cluster Mark” award which will be made to the best manufacturing cluster in the UK.  Following extensive discussions with the RDAs and Devolved Administrations, BIS have determined how the Cluster Mark will be awarded.  The Cluster Mark was launched on 27/7/09 by Rosie Winterton, Minister for Regional Economic Development.
The Cluster Mark competition aims to recognise where companies, specialist suppliers, service providers and educational institutions are working together to develop competitive advantage in a global economy. 

“The national Cluster Mark competition that I’m launching in Norwich today will identify, celebrate and share the best of the UK’s manufacturing cluster activity”.  Rosie Winterton.
Cluster Mark Award 2009/2010
The UK Cluster Mark 2009/2010 will be administered as follows:
· The Cluster Mark will be awarded to a “cluster” although the application will have to be made by an organisation which is involved in the activities of the cluster.
· Only Manufacturing clusters will be eligible. The guidance notes state that, “entrants should be involved in activities that are directly related to the physical transformation of raw materials into any higher value form, ultimately resulting in the creation of finished, tangible products. Such activities include the development and design process”.
· All applications for the Cluster Mark will be on the agreed form.  BIS have prepared guidance notes for the application form.  These can be downloaded from the BIS website.
· Each RDA and Devolved Administration will determine the two best clusters in their region to go forward to the national competition.  A cluster can only apply in one region.
· There will be a Cluster Mark contact at each RDA and Devolved Administration.  Bill Greenhalgh will be the contact at NWDA.
Cluster Mark Timings
Closing date for entries for the Northwest Cluster Mark will be 30/11/09.
The Northwest entries will be appraised by an expert panel (to be announced shortly), who will determine the two regional nominations.

Regional Nominations will be sent to BIS by the RDAs and Devolved Administrations by 31st January 2010.
The two Northwest Regional Nominations will be presented with a Northwest Cluster Mark at an event in February 2010.

The UK Cluster Mark Awards will be presented at a Gala Dinner towards the end of March 2010.  (BIS will announce the date and venue shortly)

Further Information
Contact Bill Greenhalgh for more detailed information.

Bill Greenhalgh
Cluster Strategy Manager

Tel: 01925 400348

eMail:  Bill.Greenhalgh@nwda.co.uk

Northwest Regional Development Agency

Renaissance House,

Centre Park,

Warrington

WA1 1QN

Cluster Mark Briefing SRPs WG 290709

29/07/2009





































































Page 1 of 2
KIA-#580164-v1-Cluster_Mark_Briefing_SRPs_WG_290709

