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Contracts Awarded for City Review

High profile economic consultants from the world of business and education have today been appointed to carry out detailed research projects for the Manchester Independent Economic Review (MIER), that will help inform the City of its economic potential.

Manchester Enterprises, the city’s economic development agency, has initiated the Review, led by a commission of prominent economists and business leaders, with responsibility for undertaking high quality evidence-based research to inform decision-makers in Manchester. 

The year-long review, the first study of its kind for the City is chaired by Sir Tom McKillop the Chairman of the Royal Bank of Scotland Group. The Review panel comprises Jim O’Neill - Head of Global Economic Research for Goldman Sachs; Professor Edward Glaeser - Fred and Eleanor Glimp Professor of Economics, University of Harvard; Diane Coyle, PhD - Managing Director of Enlightenment Economics; and Jonathan Kestenbaum - Chief Executive of NESTA, The National Endowment for Science, Technology and the Arts.
Sir Tom Mckillop says:

‘The Review panel were delighted by the overwhelming response from such high-calibre applicants. We believe these projects will give the panel an excellent insight into the City’s position and will enable us to make recommendations that will  drive forward the next ‘big steps’ needed for the Manchester City Region to support in fulfilling its vision in becoming a world-class city region at the heart of a thriving North.’ 

Volterra/ Burns Owen Partnership:  will examine Manchester’s Industry Sectors, Clusters and the Innovation system.  This research will deliver a detailed understanding in the relevant sectors of the city region’s innovation system, incorporating the links between university-based research, entrepreneurial start-ups and businesses’ wider adoption of new techniques and product innovations by companies which expand the market.

Experian Business Strategies: will examine Economic Connectivity and Trade. This project will identify Manchester City Region’s (MCR) performance in terms of trade, imports, exports, and supply chains focusing on the experience of companies in innovation-focussed sectors and detailed trade linkages both within the Manchester City Region and other regions. It will also address the links between the key sectors and the global economy.

Aston University Business School: The research will seek to understand the Manchester City Region’s potential appeal  for Inward Indigenous Investment  to future investors by analysing the current and potential future investment climate as well as looking at the impact of investment in our economy. 

IPEG, University of Manchester: has been appointed to investigate Labour Markets, Skills and Talents. This project will study the extent to which the MCR encourages and attracts a sufficient density of highly-skilled workers by providing attractive places to live/commute.

Amion:  is investigating Sustainable Communities. This research project aims to understand the reasons for economic segregation within the Greater Manchester area, in order to understand its future potential evolution, the consequences for economic growth and ways to counteract the negative impacts.

Price Waterhouse Coopers: has been appointed to carry out the Daresbury Campus Review on behalf of the Government. The project will assess the current and potential contribution of the Daresuby Campus to science and innovation in the UK economy and to the North West in particular. It will have special reference to the scale and scope neede d to achieve national and international significance.

Enterprise London School of Economics and Political Science: has been appointed to look at the Case for Agglomeration Economies. This project will use the findings from the Review’s other projects to examine the importance of agglomeration in economic growth, within the context of the Manchester City Region and whether it has the characteristics and assets which would enable Manchester to act as the second major UK economic growth pole, complementary to London.

The Review panel will issue an interim report in summer 2008 with the final research published late 2008. 

The Review is funded by contributions from the National Endowment for Science, Technology and the Arts (NESTA), the North West Regional Development Agency (NWDA), North West Learning and Skills Council and by Greater Manchester Partners.

More details on the Manchester Independent Economic Review can be found on www.manchester-review.org.uk
Ends

Notes to Editors:

Volterra:  Ms Bridget Rosewell Associate Director (Chairman) and Consultant Chief Economist to the Greater London Authority; and Prof Stan Metcalfe - Stanley Jevons Professor of Political Economy and Cobden Lecturer in the School of Social Sciences at the University of Manchester.

Experian Business Strategies: Adam Swash Associate Director; Dr Eric McVittie - Experian Business Strategies and previously Head of Economic at the University of Plymouth.
Aston University Business School: Professor Nigel Driffield Head of Economics and Strategy Group and Steering Commitee Member of the Royal Economic Society

IPEG, University of Manchester: Professor Alan Harding - Co-Director Institute for Political & Economic Governance (IPEG).

Enterprise London School of Economics and Political Science:   Dr Henry Overman - Reader in New Economic Geography and Member of the LSE Centre for Economic Performance.

Amion: Peter Stowe; Dr Jim Twomey ( Pion Economics); Professor Brian Robson (CUBS); and Dr Sandra McNally

Price Waterhouse Coopers: Paul Grosvenor and Neil Miligan

Further information on the projects is available at www.manchester-review.org.uk

For further information or to arrange an interview, please contact: Liz Reuben on: 0161 237 4179 or email: info@manchester-review.org.uk
The Manchester Independent Economic Review is supported by the Northwest Development Agency (www.nwda.co.uk); The National Endowment for Science, Technology and the Arts (www.nesta.org.uk); The Association of Greater Manchester Authorities (www.agma.gov.uk); along with the support of Manchester Enterprises - The Economic Development Agency for Greater Manchester (www.manchester-enterprises.com) and the Manchester: Knowledge Capital initiative (www.manchesterknowledge.com).

