
Local Employment Partnerships:  Key Facts

LEPs announced in March 2007 Budget.  The Green Paper on welfare reform In work, better off: next steps to full employment launched in July set out the principles underpinning our labour market policies.  LEPs are a key part of the reform agenda.  

LEPs are based on a simple deal with employers –

· The government gets disadvantaged people ready for work; and
· Employers with vacancies give them a fair shot at the job.

Targets are:

· 250,000 PG 1 & 2 customers in to LEP jobs by December 2010.

· 300 employers committed to LEPs by March 2008

As part of this Partnership arrangement, employers will be expected to agree, with Jobcentre Plus, a number of specific measures, including some or all of the following: 

· Work Trials (see note on the speech to the TUC); 

· a target number of places for New Deal participants wishing to participate in the Subsidised Employment option, or wishing to take up work experience or work placement; 

· making use of state-funded and provided, or working with Jobcentre Plus and the Learning and Skills Council on the design of, pre-employment training; and agree, when hiring, to guarantee interviews or jobs to local benefit claimants who complete this training; 

· workforce development support, for example in England the LSC’s Train to Gain; 

· encourage their employees to volunteer to provide one-to-one mentoring for long-term benefit claimants to help prepare them for work; 

· review their application processes to ensure that local benefit claimants are not inadvertently excluded by, for example, requirements for qualifications, or overly complicated procedures. 

The Prime Minister (PM) and our Ministers are continuing to drive forward an ambitious expansion programme to launch LEPs with new employers, with Sector Skills Councils and employer representative bodies. Ministerial involvement started with a Downing Street launch in July. The PM included LEPs in his speech to the TUC on 10 Sept 2007 whilst John Denham (SoS for the Dept for Innovation, Universities and Skills) referred to LEPs in his speech to the CBI on 12 Sept 2007. Aiming to match some of the launch events with regional consultations on the Green Paper.  

At the TUC conference in Brighton, the PM announced several measures to boost employment. They include measures to fast-track further assistance for lone parents and others who have been outside the job market for extended periods back into work. 
. 

JCP document November 2007


