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	3 July 2007

	
	

	LSC office
	North West Region
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Name:      
Organisation:      
Type of organisation: (please choose one)
	FE provider  FORMCHECKBOX 

	Regional Partner  FORMCHECKBOX 


	WBL provider   FORMCHECKBOX 

	Sector Skills Council FORMCHECKBOX 


	VCS   FORMCHECKBOX 
      
	Other (please state)      


Address:      
Responses are invited by 17 August 2007 on the following document:

European Social Fund

LSC Draft Co-financing Plan for the Northwest of England

For the period January 2007 to December 2010

For an electronic version please access the following web address:

http://www.lsc.gov.uk/regions/NorthWest/ESFCFP

This questionnaire should be returned to nwesf@lsc.gov.uk  
Further queries, please contact matthew.bird@lsc.gov.uk 

The LSC intends to develop a single Co-Finance Plan with sub-regional sections including a separate section for the Merseyside phasing in area. 
1) Are you supportive of this approach?

     
2) What else might the LSC do to ensure that activity meets sub-regional and local needs? 

     
Actions for Employment

The LSC intends to work closely with Job Centre Plus and alongside City Employment Strategy consortia to develop a more integrated approach to raising the level of skills and employment in the North West

3) What else might we do to achieve this ambition?

     
4) Are there particular activities which we might undertake to achieve this?

     
The LSC is seeking to develop integrated skills and employment progression routes. 

5) What practical steps might we undertake to help establish consortia?

     
6) Is the proposed allocation of resources to this activity appropriate? (if not, please explain why and give examples). 

     
7) Is the methodology used to determine the allocation of resources to the sub-regions appropriate (if not, please suggest other examples of how this rationale can be improved and other information sources which could be used)?

     
8) Are their additional target groups which the LSC also needs to consider?

     
9) What additional activities might be needed?

     
10) What other outcomes and milestones should be introduced to ensure that the programme is meeting the needs of the target groups?  

     
Tackling NEET

The LSC intends to focus activity on areas with persistent high levels of NEET working through 14-19 groups.

11) Are you in favour of this approach?

     
12) Are there particular activities which we might undertake to add value to current interventions?

     
At least 23% of ESF funding under priority 1 must support NEET activity

13) Is the methodology used to determine the allocation of resources to the sub-regions appropriate?

     
14) What should be the balance of activity between interventions with those aged 14 or 15 and those aged 16-18? 
     
15) Are the proposed activities appropriate?

     
16) What additional activities might be needed?

     
Priority 2

Developing a Skilled and Adaptable Workforce
17) Is the methodology used to determine the allocation of resources to the sub-regions appropriate?

     
18) Are the proposed target sectors and types of employers appropriate?
     
19) Are their additional targets groups which the LSC also needs to target?

     
20) Are the proposed activities appropriate?

     
21) What additional activities might be needed?

     
Training to Level 3 to address skills shortages; helping workers to improve their enterprise sills, especially those who face redundancy, low skills workers, and workers in sectors with skills gaps or weak training records

22) Is the proposed methodology to allocate resources to this activity appropriate?

     
23) Should the approach to Level 3 training be addressed regionally? 

     
24) Are the key sectors which have been identified appropriate?

     
25) Are the proposed activities appropriate?

     
26) What additional activities might be needed?

     
Providing technical, leadership, management and enterprise skills training in small enterprises (up to 50 workers to compete in a knowledge based economy

27) Is the proposed allocation of resources to this activity appropriate?

     
28) What additional activities would be appropriate?

     
Innovation

29) How can we ensure that innovation is built into the programme?

     
30) Are their particular issues or areas of activity where further innovation is necessary?

     
Sub-Regional budget allocations
31) The notional allocations are based upon need. Are you supportive of this approach?

     
32) Do you support the approach that would allow for the movement of budgets between sub regions?

     
33) If budgets are to be moved between the sub regions, how might this be organised?

     
34) What might be done to ensure that the spending profile will be achieved?

     
Monitoring and Reporting Progress (Section 5) 

35) Are you supportive of the overall approach to reporting progress within the CFP?

     
36) What else might the LSC do to improve support to providers?

     
Provider Selection and Tendering Arrangements

37) What further action might the LSC undertake to effectively engage organisations in the development of its prospectus?

     
38) What are your preferred mechanisms for communication with the LSC in terms of the PQQ and ITTs?

     
39) In addition to the activities we propose to undertake to brief providers what else might we do?

     
40) What changes to the application process would add value?

     
Other issues 
41) What actions might the LSC take to enhance the overall effectiveness of the ESF Co-Finance Plan?
     
Sub Regional Issues

Please indicate the sub-region you are commenting on.

Cheshire and Warrington  FORMCHECKBOX 

Cumbria  FORMCHECKBOX 

Greater Manchester  FORMCHECKBOX 

Merseyside ‘phasing in’ area  FORMCHECKBOX 

Lancashire  FORMCHECKBOX 

Are their particular issues or needs which needed to be added to the sub-regional assessments?
     
42) Are their particular target groups or proposed activities which should be added for the sub-region?
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