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Policy Context
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National Policy
Environment

Includes:
•Comprehensive Spending Review (CSR)
•National Apprenticeship Service (NAS)
•Foundation Learning Tier (FLT)
•Diplomas
•14-19 Qualifications Strategy
•14-19 Expert Group





















A qualification will cease to be funded as a free-standing qualification if:

a. there are qualifications within the national suites which can meet the needs of young

people, employers, universities and wider society as well as this qualification;

b. the effectiveness of the qualifications within the national suites in meeting these needs has

been demonstrated in practice in a sufficiently wide range of circumstances; and

c. the qualifications within the national suites are nationally available.





























concerning Employment Projections, but Sector Skills Councils and the RDA will

have more data which can be shared with students (and their parents?) through

careers education activities.
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Manchester

The Manchester area is shaded the lighter colour.

The map includes all schools with sixth forms, sixth form colleges and FE

colleges both within the Borough and in the surrounding area.

WBL providers have not been included because the actual location of the

provider is less important as the majority of learning takes place at the

employer site. The WBL provider may be located in the Borough but the

employer site could be outside of the Borough boundaries.
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Schools/14-19
Partnerships
Data requested
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16-18 Participation



Slide 27

In-school Cohort Sizes

447155142150Our Lady's RC Sports College

873282297294North Manchester High School for Girls

607206197204North Manchester High School for Boys

546178183185Newall Green High School

861318181819Melland High School

3213118Meade Hill School

471823148147145Manchester Academy

608209200199Levenshulme High School

161726Lancasterian School

1422433Grange School

25979Ewing School

862265299298Chorlton High School

537180181176Cedar Mount High School

617218215184Burnage High School

287615Buglawton Hall School

409173134102Brookway High School and Sports College

714241236237Abraham Moss High School

88423313School Unallocated

Grand
TotalYr 13Yr 12Yr 11Yr 10Yr 9Establishment Name

Source: PLASC 2006

These slides give a picture of school cohorts across Manchester, including

special schools.

This picture contains no real surprises, but the growing number of pupils who

have not been allocated a school is a cause for concern, given government

targets for attainment, NEETs, etc.

The table illustrates that despite the projected 16.8% decline in the cohort

population by 2015 average year groups have increased in 11 of the 31

schools listed and have declined only marginally in a further 10 schools listed.
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15,4943516264,8854,9124,720Total Cohort Manchester

1,039328356355Wright Robinson Sports College

1,04947196265272269Whalley Range 11-18 High School and Business and Enterprise College

704233235236Trinity CofE High School

617102114132137132The King David High School

537178177182The Barlow RC High School and Specialist Science College

38415114291St Thomas Aquinas RC High School

534173181180St Peter's RC High School

4912174182133St Paul's Catholic High School

687240228219St Matthew's RC High School

3413138Southern Cross School

527176170181Plant Hill High School

751112192112Piper Hill High School

1,358168258307306319Parrs Wood High School

478141181156Parklands High School

Grand
TotalYr 13Yr 12Yr 11Yr 10Yr 9Establishment Name

In-school Cohort Sizes

Source: PLASC 2006

See previous slide.
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In-school Cohort Sizes
by Year & SEN Status

Source: PLASC 2006

15,4943516264,8854,9124,720Manchester Total

8142938264245238Statement of SEN

8101287257265School Action Plus

2,297516778801697School Action

11,5733175713,5563,6093,520No Special Provision

Grand
TotalYear 13Year 12Year 11Year 10Year 9

Manchester Special
Educational Needs
status

National and regional research has identified that the proportion of learners

with learning difficulties and/or disabilities is increasing year on year.

Government policy is for more of those young learners to participate in

mainstream provision, rather than to enter specialist and/or residential

provision.

Given that we know young people with LLDD are more likely to become

NEET, the increasing cohort of young people with special educational needs

will pose an increasing challenge for 14-19 partners, especially local

authorities, in future years.

Early identification of LLDD and sharing good classroom practice within

partnerships continues to be important.
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Year 11 School Leaver
Destinations

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

England

North West

Greater Manchester

Manchester

No Response 1.3% 0.7% 0.7% 1.9%

Moved out of contact 1.1% 0.9% 0.7% 1.6%

Not Settled 6.2% 7.1% 8.0% 8.3%

Employment 5.6% 5.4% 5.5% 4.2%

Government Supported Training 5.9% 8.6% 8.0% 4.5%

Full time education 80.0% 77.3% 77.0% 79.6%

England North West Greater Manchester Manchester

Source: Connexions Annual Activity Survey 2007

Nearly 80% of Manchester students remain in full time education beyond Year 11.

This is virtually the same as the England average and better than the Greater

Manchester area generally or the North West as a whole.

However, in all other respects the city compares less favourably than its neighbours.

Only 4.5% of students move into Government Supported Training, compared to

nearly twice that across the North West as a whole. The Greater Manchester area

reports 8.0% of students moving into training.

Fewer students move into employment than in the comparator areas which could be

a contributory factor for the higher than average rate of school leavers continuing in

full time education.

Of concern is the 12% of Manchester’s Year 11 leavers who are outside education

and training. Whilst this may be a short-term experience for some, the risk is that

many of these young people will never fulfil their potential.

There is an issue in the large proportion of learners choosing full time education

compared to other forms of learning. As Government takes steps to increase

Apprenticeship numbers, it would be expected that information about work-based

learning opportunities would be made available to Year 10 and Year 11 pupils and

their parents.

Not all students want to pursue full time education beyond 16 and for many it is not

the best way to fulfil their potential. Apprenticeships and other training schemes may

be a better route and school/IAG staff should be able to advise on this.
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Participation by Route

Outer Ring = North West Middle Ring = Greater Manchester LSC Inner Ring = Manchester LA Area.

Participation by Institution Type 2006/07

8%

16%

76%

11%

10%

79%

21%

10%

69%

School Sixth Form

Work Based Learning

Further Education

Source: School Sixth Form PLASC, Work Based Learning ILRw15 06/07, Further Education ILRF05 06/07

Please note: The information shown in the chart is institution-based. It does not

represent Manchester residents in learning. Local authorities will have responsibility

for learners participating in provision delivered by providers located in their local

authority district, not simply for learners resident within their area.

This slide shows the pattern of learning by 16-18 year olds in Manchester based on

participation by Institution type.

The most immediate difference between Manchester and Greater Manchester and

the North West is the significantly larger proportion of learners engaged in work-

based learning.

This contradicts the proportions shown for residency and is due to the fact that there

are more WBL providers located in Manchester city centre.

The relatively small number in school sixth forms is not unexpected given the small

number of schools with sixth forms in the Borough.
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16-18 Learner Volumes
Particpation in Learning 16-18: Manchester

0

2000

4000

6000

8000

10000

2005/06 988 9,124 729

2006/07 1,032 9,220 629

2007/08 914 9,407 506

SSF FE WBL

Please note: this slide displays residents of Manchester in learning

rather than volumes of learners in Manchester institutions.

These slides show a steady increase in the numbers of Manchester residents

enrolling in FE colleges. (A 3% increase between 2005/06 and 2007/08

equating to 283 additional learners)

This increase more than offsets the commensurate decline in WBL numbers

of 223 but this equates to a 31% decline in three years).

The smaller numbers joining school sixth forms is broadly in keeping with data

in previous slides. The volume of learners choosing this learning route has

declined by 7.5% between 2005/06 and 2007/08.
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No of Sixth Form Pupils

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

Parrs Wood Technology College 364 408 455 439 425 473 488

Whalley Range 11-18 High School 269 311 351 350 292 307 302

The King David High School 140 152 160 198 229 220 216

Manchester Academy 0 0 0 0 42 32 51

Sept 2001 Sept 2002 Sept 2003 Sept 2004 Sept 2005 Sept 2006 Sept 2007

Manchester Number of 6th Form Pupils

9141,032988987966871773Total Manchester

Source: September Pupil Count by Institution

Institution based data

These numbers show a steady increase in overall sixth form volumes

between September 2001 and September 2007.

However the previous slide showed a decline in the number of

Manchester resident 16-18 year olds in School Sixth Forms and therefore this

increase in numbers is likely to have come from an increase in learners

attending such institutions who reside beyond the Manchester boundaries.

The establishing of the Manchester Academy is becoming increasingly

evident.

Previous slides showing 16-18 cohort numbers suggest that there may

be significant changes in this pattern of enrolments to 2015.
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16-18 FE Participation
Proportion of FE Learners by Ethnic Group & Disadvantage:

Manchester & Greater Manchester 2007/08

0.0%

10.0%

20.0%

30.0%

40.0%

50.0%

60.0%

Manchester 3.9% 35.6% 7.7% 51.7% 0.1% 1.0%

Gtr Manchester 6.4% 13.8% 52.5% 26.7% 0.4% 0.3%

Not Disadvantaged Disadvantaged Learner Not Disadvantaged Disadvantaged Learner Not Disadvantaged Disadvantaged Learner

Black or Ethnic Minority White Not Know n

Source: ILR F01 2007/08

Resident based data

Of the total number of learners aged 16-18 in FE, the proportion who

are from a Black or Minority Ethnic group AND from a disadvantaged

background in Manchester is 35.6%, almost three time the rate for Greater

Manchester (13.8%).

The proportion of FE learners from a white ethnic group with a

disadvantage is 51.7%, virtually double the rate for Greater Manchester at

26.7%

It has been established by research that some BME groups have a cultural

preference for academic, as opposed to vocational, learning, but in

Manchester participation is still below the average for Greater Manchester.

Key amongst these findings is the high proportion of disadvantaged learners

who are accessing FE provision in Manchester.

Most striking of all is the small number of White students with no

disadvantage factor –only 7.7% compared to the 52.5 5 within the GM area.

However, further analysis is needed to compare these figures to the total

population data at 16-18 to assess how far any differences are determined by

the ethnic profile of the two areas.

The figures do suggest that the FE sector is making a significant contribution

to widening participation in education within the Manchester area.
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Work Based Learning
Participation

WBL Participation by Ethnicity & Disadvantage 2006/07
Manchester & Greater Manchester

0.0%

10.0%

20.0%

30.0%

40.0%

50.0%

60.0%

70.0%

80.0%

90.0%

Manchester 0.2% 10.2% 5.4% 84.3%

Greater Manchester 2.0% 3.5% 62.0% 32.2%

North West 1.3% 3.0% 60.6% 35.1%

Not Disadvantaged Disadvantaged Learner Not Disadvantaged Disadvantaged Learner

Ethnic Minority White

Source: ILRw15 2007/08

Residency based data

The chart illustrates the differences in WBL participation by BME and white

groups, both in Manchester and in Greater Manchester.

Whereas in Greater Manchester and the North West as a whole the largest

percentage of those in work-based learning are White residents with no

disadvantage, in Manchester this is reversed, with 84% of WBL participants

being White and disadvantaged.

In parallel with this and the previous slide, larger numbers of BEM residents

are engaged in WBL than is found in other areas (10.2% in Manchester,

compared with 3.5% in Greater Manchester and 3.0% in the North West.)

Whilst the figures warrant further analysis, particularly on a sectoral basis, this

suggests that on-going learning is valued by all communities.
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Travel to Learn
School Sixth Form, Further Education & Work Based Learning Travel to Learn

Patterns: Manchester

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

FE

WBL

SSF

Total

Not Known 73 133 206

Other NW LAs 1045 129 57 1231

Outside North West 53 21 3 77

Salford 214 130 3 347

Trafford 673 121 151 945

Stockport 1146 154 2 1302

Manchester 6363 845 709 7917

FE WBL SSF Total

This slide shows that the majority (66%) of Manchester resident

learners aged 16-18 attend provision in Manchester local authority district.

This is particularly the case with those attending school sixth forms and

FE colleges where 77% and 67% respectively are accessing that form of

learning from within their home Borough.

Work-based learners show significantly greater dispersal from

Manchester but for both college students and work-based learners the most

popular place of learning after Manchester is Stockport. This is not

unexpected, given the ease of transport to the town.

In contrast, significant numbers of pupils –151 out of 945 –attend

schools with sixth forms in Trafford.

There are 77 learners accessing learning beyond the North West.

206 young people have the location of their learning recorded as

unknown, of which, 77% are in WBL provision. This this may indicate data

recording issues
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Learners with Learning
Difficulties and/or Disabilities

Learners with Learning Difficulties and / or Disabilities as a
% of Total Learners

0.0%

2.0%

4.0%

6.0%

8.0%

10.0%

12.0%

14.0%

16.0%

Manchester 13.2% 10.0% 13.6% 12.8% 12.4% 11.0%
Gtr Manchester 12% 10.9% 11.3% 12.2% 12.4% 11.7%

2005/06 2006/07 2007/08 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08

WBL FE

Source: ILRf05 05/06, 06/07. 07/08 ILR F01. ILRw15 05/06, 06/07. 07/08 ILRw up to period 9

This slide suggests that the numbers of Learners with Learning

Difficulties and/or Disabilities in Manchester is broadly in line with that found in

the Greater Manchester area.

Figures for those in WBL are slightly higher, and this warrants further

investigation in terms of sector and type of provider including any specialist

services they may be able to provide.

As previously indicated, young people with LDD are much more likely

to become NEET. (The review of LLDD carried out by the LSC in the North

West indicated that “NEET rates are higher for young people with LDD at 20%

for young people with LDD compared to a general NEET rate of 9.7%).

Further work to analyse the slightly higher participation of Manchester

LLDD in WBL may shed some light on good practice which can be shared

elsewhere in the region.
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Participation by Sector

Total 16-18 FE & WBL Provision by Sector:
Manchester / Greater Manchester

0.0% 5.0% 10.0% 15.0% 20.0% 25.0% 30.0%

Agric ulture, Horticulture and Animal Care

Arts, Media and Publishing

Business, Administration and Law

Construction, Planning and the Built Environment

Education and Training

Engineering and Manufacturing Technologies

Health, Public Services and Care

History, Philosophy and Theology

Information and Communication Technology

Languages, Literature and Culture

Leisure, Travel and Tourism

Preparation for Life and Work

Retail and Commercial Enterprise

Science and Mathematics

Social Sciences

Unknown

% Of Total Manchester % Of Total Gtr Manchester

Source: LSC Northwest region Data Platform

Note: data shown is for Manchester Resident Learners (not

Manchester institutions), therefore a direct comparison to the economic

structure of Manchester may not be appropriate –A comparison to the

Greater Manchester could prove more useful.

It is important to note that as well as having a clearly defined economy

itself, Manchester is also a part of the wider Greater Manchester economy, as

well as the wider travel to learn patterns identified in provision.

For example: taking the Manchester economic structure, and

comparing it to the information in this slide would suggest that there is a

significant gap in Construction provision to service the large Real Estate and

Office Development sector in the city. This is not necessarily the case as

Manchester residents could be catered for in this sector subject in a different

local area.

This slide confirms previous slides which indicate the relatively large

numbers of students who are disadvantaged and may be pursuing L1 or L2

courses, predominantly in Preparation for Life and Work, by far the largest

area of provision.

It also reflects low levels of 5+ A*-C achievement, as shown in later

slides.



Of greater concern is the large volume of students whose learning is

unknown. Whilst this may be due to data collection difficulties, a gap in the

data of more than 25% requires attention.
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Full Level 2 Participation
by Sector

Level 2 16-18 FE & WBL Starts by Sector:
Manchester & Greater Manchester

0.0% 5.0% 10.0% 15.0% 20.0% 25.0% 30.0%

Agriculture, Horticulture and Animal Care

Arts, Media and Publishing

Business, Administration and Law

Construction, Planning and the Built
Environment

Engineering and Manufacturing
Technologies

Health, Public Services and Care

Information and Communication
Technology

Leisure, Travel and Tourism

Retail and Commercial Enterprise

% Of Total Manchester % Of Total Gtr Manchester

Source: ILR FE 05 06/07 ILRw15 06/07

Residency based data

This slide supports previous information concerning the economic

structure of Manchester, showing as it does strong retail and commercial

provision.

At Level 2, the highest proportion of FE / WBL learners aged 16-18

(and who are Manchester residents) are studying in this sector/subject area.

Other sectors which are drawing in learners are Health, Public Services

and Care and Construction, Planning and the Built Environment. Engineering

lies in fourth place.

These figures may change in future years as the new Diplomas begin

to have an impact, together with greater numbers of Apprenticeships

becoming available.
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Full Level 3 Participation
by Sector

Full Level 3 FE & WBL 2006/07 Starts by Sector:
Manchester & Greater Manchester

0.0% 5.0% 10.0% 15.0% 20.0% 25.0% 30.0% 35.0%

Agriculture, Horticulture and Animal Care

Arts, Media and Publishing

Business, Administration and Law

Construction, Planning and the Built Environment

Engineering and Manufacturing Technologies

Health, Public Services and Care

Information and Communication Technology

Leisure, Travel and Tourism

Preparation for Life and Work

Retail and Commercial Enterprise

Science and Mathematics

% Of Total Manchester % Of Total Gtr Manchester

Residency Based Data

At Level 3 (broadly equivalent to A-Level) the majority of residents who

are pursuing a course of learning do so in Arts, Media and Publishing. Nearly

30% of FE and WBL students chose this sector, perhaps reflecting

Manchester’s established and expanding creative and media industry. Entry

to most careers in the sector is normally at L4.

Health, Public service and Care continued to be of interest to large

numbers of students, with 20% studying in this sector.

In both cases, the Manchester data is at variance to the Greater

Manchester figures, with significantly greater numbers of Manchester students

pursuing their studies in the creative sector. The difference is less marked in

the Health sector, where slightly fewer Manchester residents are engaged in

this area of study than is the case across the area as a whole.

At Level 3 the proportion of learners is spread across a broader range

of sector subject areas compared to Level 2. This would suggest that at Level

2 learners are studying for employment in or gaining new skills in a sector that

has a strong local employment base whereas at Level 3 learners are studying

for a career in an industry that need not be locally focused.





Slide 41

NEET Volumes

6119.3%133913,111Manchester

3,7028.1%7,46984,372Greater
Manchester

9,1217.7%18,754223,326North West

73,7006.6%105,8701,496,796England

16-18
not

known
% NEETAdjusted

NEET
Adjusted

EET

December 2007

Geography

Source: Connexions December 2007

The volumes here provide perspective to the next table.

The key points to notice at this stage are the 9.3% of young people recorded

as NEET, compared to the GM average of 8.1% and the North West average

of 7.7%

In addition there are a further 611 young people for whom their current activity

is unknown.
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NEET Percentages

0%36%30%-18%9.3%4%77.9%4.1%Manchester

5%48%31%-17%8.1%4%76.4%3.9%Greater
Manchester

7%53%31%-11%7.7%2%77.1%3.7%North West

10%51%27%-13%6.6%2%77.3%4.5%England

%
leaving
NEET -

currency
exp.

%
leaving

from
NEET

for EET

%
joining
NEET
from
EET

%
change

over last
12

months

% 16-
18s

NEET

%
change

over
last 12
months

% 16-
18s in

learning

% 16-
18s
Not

Known

Source: Government Office North West December 2007

Key Points from this slide:

9.3% of Manchester’s 16-18 year olds are in the NEET category, compared to 6.6% in

England.

There is a higher percentage of young people not known to Connexions compared to the

North West average. (Each young person for whom there is no recently recorded destination

becomes classified as ‘Not Known’. All young people who become Not Known have lapsed

from a previously known destination e.g. education, NEET.) This has probably boosted the

NEET rate, as those young people who were previously out of contact tend to be identified as

NEET once contact is re-established

There has been a good reduction in NEET over the previous twelve months compared with

GM, the North West and England

The proportion of young people joining NEET from EET is generally equal in Manchester to

that of Greater Manchester. This may indicate that the jobs available are not necessarily of

high quality offering good carer progression or are more vulnerable to becoming unemployed.

For people entering the NEET group from education or training it suggest there may be

retention issues linked to the quality and / or appropriateness of the provision to the young

person.

The proportion of young people leaving NEET to EET is also very low in Manchester

compared to the rest of Greater Manchester, the North West and England. This may indicate

that there are fewer attractive jobs available, more information, advice and guidance is

required and / or there is a lack of attractive and / or appropriate learning provision available.

The low level of work-based learning in the area indicates there is a significant challenge in

convincing local employers to engage in the Apprenticeship programme.



Some of the main contributors to NEET in the region:

Too many young people not retained in learning at 17, either because they took a one year

course, or because the provision is unsuitable.

Regional research has identified that young people with LDD are much more likely to become

NEET (NEET rate of 20% regionally, compared with a rate of 9.7% at the time of the

research)

Nationally, it has been identified that the groups most vulnerable to becoming NEET are

looked after children, young parents, those with LDD, young offenders, those who fail to

achieve Level 2 @ 16.

Note: Data is from Government Office and may not reflect local Connexions data.
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16-18 Performance
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GCSE Results 2004-2007

46.00%45.30%44.30%42.60%England Average

32.10%29.00%26.50%24.60%Manchester City Average

20%22%12%6%Manchester Academy

39%41%33%27%Levenshulme High School

0%N/A0%N/AKing of Kings School

80%81%78%83%The King David High School

84%88%75%85%Kassim Darwish Grammar School for Boys

N/A100%100%100%Etz Chaim Boys' School

71%0%0%N/ACrescent Community High School for Girls

37%38%29%30%Chorlton High School

97%86%100%92%Chethams School of Music

17%14%7%17%Cedar Mount High School

28%32%27%31%Burnage High School

13%11%7%8%Brookway High School and Sports College

0%0%0%0%Birch House School

0%0%0%0%Beis Rochel Girls' School

54%41%42%35%The Barlow RC High School and Specialist Science College

27%33%28%20%Abraham Moss High School

92%73%69%41%Abbey College

2007200620052004

% of 15 year old students achieving 5+A*-C (and equivalent)
including English and Maths GCSEs

Source: DCSF 2007

This slide indicates a mixed picture within the Manchester school system.

High and stable –Chethams School of Music, Kassim Darwish Grammar

School, King David High School.

Improving –Abbey College, Levenshulme, Parklands

Overall, the city does not perform well. Currently only 32% of Manchester

school leavers achieve 5+ A*-C grades at GCSE, including English and

Maths. Whilst the gap continues to narrow between Manchester and the

England average (46%) the pace of this improvement is slow.

Across England, the challenge is to ensure that all children reach the

benchmark of 5+ A*-C GCSEs, if not at 16 then as soon as possible

thereafter. Until they reach this standard of education, their chances of

achieving their potential are severely limited.
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GCSE Results 2004-2007

Source: DCSF 2007
46.00%45.30%44.30%42.60%England Average

32.10%29.00%26.50%24.60%Manchester City Average

33%19%22%20%Wright Robinson Sports College

N/A100%98%98%Withington Girls' School

40%37%36%31%Whalley Range 11-18 High School and Business and Enterprise College

56%58%57%43%Trinity CofE High School

24%19%13%17%St Thomas Aquinas RC High School

26%24%24%19%St Peter's RC High School

24%17%19%16%St Paul's Catholic High School

38%20%23%20%St Matthew's RC High School

87%89%89%94%St Bede's College

24%23%24%21%Plant Hill Arts College

43%50%39%42%Parrs Wood High School

18%14%12%9%Parklands High School

24%30%27%23%Our Lady's RC Sports College

34%24%27%25%North Manchester High School for Girls

15%19%12%15%North Manchester High School for Boys

23%16%13%15%Newall Green High School

100%98%78%83%Manchester Islamic High School for Girls

100%100%100%100%Manchester High School for Girls

N/AN/A98%99%The Manchester Grammar School

2007200620052004

% of 15 year old students achieving 5+A*-C (and equivalent)
including English and Maths GCSEs

See previous slide
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Attainment of Level 2 at 16:
with/without Maths & English 2007

47%
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68%
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Abbey College

Abraham Moss High School

The Barlow RC High School and Specialist Science College

Brookw ay High School and Sports College

Burnage High School

Cedar Mount High School

Chethams School of Music

Chorlton High School

Crescent Community High School for Girls

Kassim Darw ish Grammar School for Boys

The King David High School

Level 2 - 5+ Grades A*-C incl English & Maths GCSEs Level 2 - 5+ Grades A*-C excl English & Maths GCSEs

Source: DCSF

Level 2 including English and Maths is extremely important in terms of

progression to Level 3. The gap between the Manchester and England

averages places young people in Manchester at a considerable disadvantage

in relation to their peers.

There are significant differences in performance between the schools

listed here. The LA will have strategies to address this with good practice

arrangements within partnerships.

There is a degree of urgency attached to this issue because of the

requirement in 2008 to extend the September Guarantee to those aged 17. It

is therefore important to identify appropriate provision routes to retain these

young people.

.
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Attainment of Level 2 at 16:
with/without Maths & English 2007
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Attainment of Level 2 at 16:
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Post-16 General & Applied A/AS
or Equiv. Achievement 2007
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The points scores refer to the QCA methodology for scoring achievement at

Level 3

In respect of A-levels, learners achieve 270 points for a grade A, and the

scale goes down in steps of 30 to150 points for a grade E

On average, young people from sixth-forms and the sixth-form colleges in

Manchester achieve 210 points per exam entry, which is a C grade per entry.

This is above the Greater Manchester average of 204 points (close to a C

grade) and close to the National Average of 207 points (C grade).
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Success Rates - FE
FE Level 2 Success Rates (Long Qualifications)
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This slide gives success rates in Level 2 courses (broadly equivalent to

5xGCSEs.)

Success rates in the two sixth form colleges are consistently higher than in

other providers, but both City College and Mancat are only slightly below the

Greater Manchester and North West achievement levels.
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Success Rates - FE
FE Level 3 Success Rates (Long Qualifications)
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At Level 3 (broadly ”A”Level) Manchester institutions repeat the varied

response achieved at Level 2, with the sixth form colleges achieving the

highest success rates and at least matching the regional and GM levels of

achievement.

Manchester Enterprises Ltd is a new provider of training. Numbers involved

are small.

Overall, the two FE colleges are raising their success rates each year but are

still below the average levels for GM and the North West.
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Success Rates - WBL
WBL Success Rates
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MANCHESTER TRAINING LIMITED 62% 60% 61% 21% 46% 50%

MICHAEL MCCORMACK 46% 55% 61% 54% 70% 75%
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Greater Manchester 51% 61% 62% 41% 54% 61%

NORTH WEST 52% 61% 63% 46% 58% 62%
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Source: ILRw15 05/06, ILRw15 06/07, ILRwP7 07/08

Please note: the 2007/08 data is taken from period 7

Manchester success rates compare well to those in the North West or

GM.

Whilst the pattern of success varies between providers, this aspect of

post-16 provision is well-established and progress is likely to continue.

The expansion in the numbers of apprenticeships announced earlier

this year will focus attention on success rates and this area of post-16

provision warrants more detailed analysis.
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Proportion reaching the Level 2
Threshold by Age 19 by Area

Source: Fisher Family Trust
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This slide shows that in 2007, 63% of people studying for a Level 2

qualification at age 19 were successful. The national figure is nearly 74%,

suggesting that there is still progress to be made if Manchester young people

are not to be disadvantaged in comparison to their peers elsewhere.

However, this figure has to be seen in context. The Manchester area has

made the greatest progress in raising Level 2 achievement amongst this age

group of any area in the GM group, and is improving faster than the national

rate.

Statistics for this group must also be seen in terms of their starting point at

age 16. Analysis of the Level 2 achievement rate amongst this same group at

16 would also show the added value given by their school or college in the

intervening period.
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Proportion reaching the Level 3
Threshold by Age 19 by Area
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Provider Based Data

This slide shows Level 3 attainment at age 19, set in comparison with

the England average and more local comparators.

From this we can see that the gap between the Manchester

achievement rate and the England and North West figures has been

maintained, despite a steady rate of improvement year-on-year locally.

A Level 3 qualification is the entry point to higher level study. More and

more jobs are likely to require a degree or equivalent as international

competition and technological change impact on the economy, so these

figures must be kept under review.
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