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England and Gibraltar European Social Fund 
Convergence, Competitiveness and Employment Programme 2007-2013 
INVITATION 
Information Events: Call for Proposals for Innovative and Transnational Projects 
The 2007-2013 England and Gibraltar European Social Fund (ESF) programme will launch a call for proposals for innovative and transnational projects on 31 October 2008. The call will be published at www.esf.gov.uk/innovation_transnationality . 

The call for proposals aims to support a small range of strategic, regional projects to develop and deliver new ways of extending employment opportunities and improving workforce skills. Up to three projects will be supported in each English region (four in London), Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly, Merseyside and South Yorkshire. Up to 2% of regional ESF allocations for 2007-2010 (about £27 million) is available under the call. Applicants must provide their own match funding. 

Projects will need to address one of the six innovative themes developed by the ESF innovation, transnationality and mainstreaming sub-committee: 

• Active inclusion 

• Engaging with employers 

• ICT and the digital divide 

• Meeting new challenges – demographic changes 

• Meeting new challenges – skills for climate change and sustainable development 

• Social enterprise 

Regional ESF committees have selected the themes most appropriate to their regional priorities. Further information on the themes, including which themes are available in which region is at: www.esf.gov.uk/innovation_transnationality . 

In support of the call for proposals, the ESF Innovation, Transnationality and Mainstreaming (ITM) Unit at Birmingham City Council is organising four information events on behalf of the Department for Work and Pensions. These events are taking place as follows: 

• Leeds, 10 November 2008 – The Leeds Hilton Hotel 

• Plymouth, 13 November 2008 – The Jury’s Inn Hotel 

• London, 14 November 2008 – The Hilton Olympia Hotel 

• Birmingham, 17 November 2008 – Birmingham Council House 

The events will run from 09.30-14.00 hrs and will include the following: 

09.30 hrs Tea/Coffee on arrival 

10.00 hrs ITM Presentations, including information regarding: 

- Core aims and objectives 

- Themes for innovation 

- Proposal for thematic networks 

- Partnership working 

- Transnational working 

- Mainstreaming 

- Implementation timetable and processes 

- Eligibility rules 

- Appraisal and selection 

- Regional priorities 

12.00 hrs Questions and answers 

12.30 hrs Networking lunch 

14.00 hrs Close 

For further enquiries you can contact the ITM Unit at Birmingham City Council, details below. To register your place at one of the events please complete the reply form, in full, indicating the venue of choice and return this to esf.itm@birmingham.gov.uk. You can alternatively fax the form back to the number below. Places will be allocated strictly on a first come, first served basis and all registrations will be acknowledged and confirmed. 
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Lloyd Broad 

Head of ITM Unit 

Birmingham City Council 

Council House 

Birmingham 

B3 3AB 

Telephone: 0121 303 3064 

Fax: 0121 303 1326 

Email: esf.itm@birmingham.gov.uk 
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