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BACKGROUNDER

From Competence to Excellence
Expert classes across England
From Competence to Excellence is a programme of one day expert classes that offer nominated apprentices and vocational learners the opportunity to receive expert tuition from leading industry experts, employers and tutors.  Available in a range of vocational areas, in the LSC’s nine English regions, each expert class is designed to take talented individuals and demonstrate and define the difference between satisfactory and outstanding skills in their chosen area and encourage them to enter skills competitions. 

In 2009, the From Competence to Excellence programme will build on the success of the series of 500 classes held in 2008.  Learners who took part last year can be nominated again, as these classes will show them the difference between competence and excellence, building on what they have learned already.

The classes aim to inspire those taking part by demonstrating the difference between being good and being outstanding and the quality of skills needed at a world class level. They will also inject real excitement and dynamism into learning. With so many tutors involved, the expert classes will also share best practice across the country and contribute to a lasting skills legacy. There are currently 240,000 apprentices working in over 130,000 organisations in England alone, across 80 different sectors of industry. Apprenticeships are also increasingly being recognised and used as a pathway to university, often part time and with financial support from their employer whilst they continue to work.
Expert classes will help to raise the status of vocational skills and give the young people involved a unique chance to hone their skills from satisfactory to outstanding. The classes are being hosted by training providers and employers, the exact content of each class will depend on the partners involved, their industry sectors and areas of expertise. 

Attendance at the expert classes will expose apprentices and vocational learners to the skills necessary to operate at a world-class level in their chosen field. Additionally, they will raise learners’ own aspirations, increasing the awareness of the need to excel and demonstrating the real value of an Apprenticeship. The most skilled learners, who wish to further develop their skills and take part in skills competitions, will be given the opportunity to attend a further 'Skill Step' workshop aimed at introducing skill progression in competition areas.
The expert classes themselves will also build a network of super skills coaches – the tutors holding the classes – that will extend the concept of excellence needed to perform on a world class stage. From Competence to Excellence is a stepping stone for participants, helping them move from learners to experts - some of them may even become future entrants to the UK WorldSkills event in London in October 2011. 

About From Competence to Excellence

Funded by the LSC and delivered by Deloitte MCS Ltd, this project is supporting WorldSkills UK competitions by helping to build capacity and demand for skills competitions across vocational, educational training.
For more information please contact:

Janet McGuigan, jmcguigan@deloitte.co.uk, 07879668283
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