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Weymouth learner, Simon Sibley has been recognised as among the best in the South West after being short-listed as a finalist in the Learning and Skills Council South West Skills Awards 2008.

The awards ceremony takes place on Thursday 24 April 2008 at Sandy Park Stadium, Exeter. Intrepid adventurer, Ben Fogle, is the keynote speaker at this prestigious event where the winners from across the South West region will be announced.

Simon Sibley, a carpenter with Nick Harris Carpentry, has been short-listed in the Achieving Skills for Life category. After completing construction qualifications at Weymouth College, Simon opted to advance his learning through an Apprenticeship in Carpentry. Simon proved to the judges that he was a worthy finalist through his sheer determination to achieve his qualifications. 

Upon learning he had become a finalist, he said: “I’m so happy to have even been short-listed for the Skills Awards. I have found the Apprenticeship challenging at times but eventually achieved my goals thanks to the support of my tutors and Nick Harris Carpentry.”
Malcolm Gillespie, Regional Director, LSC South West said: “We received a record number of entries so selecting finalists for the Skills Awards has been a particularly difficult task this year. Simon can be particularly proud of being short-listed in the face of so much competition.

“The awards are perfect for showcasing the outstanding contribution that individuals and businesses are making to raise skill levels and improve productivity and competitiveness throughout the South West. I wish all the finalists every success at the awards ceremony at the end of the month.”

Note to Editors:
The LSC exists to make England better skilled and more competitive. We are responsible for planning and funding high-quality vocational education and training for everyone. We have a single goal: to improve the skills of England’s young people and adults to world-class standards. Our vision is that by 2010, young people and adults in England have the knowledge and skills matching the best in the world and are part of a truly competitive workforce. Established in 2001, we work nationally, regionally and locally from a network of offices across the country.

For more information please contact Catherine Fischer, LSC Regional Communications Adviser on 0117 372 6411.
