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New research commissioned by the Learning and Skills Council (LSC) highlights the issues that have led to a significant number of sixteen to eighteen year olds in Bournemouth and Poole not being in education, employment or training (NEET).

There are 8861 young people in the area who are aged between 16 and 18:  out of those 6.5 per cent (633) are officially classified as NEET.  Twenty five of these, who had been out of education, training and work for more than 3 months, were interviewed in depth for the study.

56 per cent of the group had gone on to some form of post 16 learning but, out of the 22 courses started, only 12 were completed.  The reasons for this fall out rate included sickness, disillusionment as the course wasn’t what the young person thought it would be, lack of self confidence or fear of failure, breakdown in the relationship between student and teacher and employers doubting the young person’s ability.

The LSC is now discussing the research findings and recommendations with Connexions and a number of other organisations involved in helping people into work.  

The recommendations include the need to look at careers advice provision, how best to provide young people with motivation, advice, guidance and ongoing support, how to improve their self-confidence and how best to make them aware of the opportunities available.  

Sarah Hughes, Director of the LSC’s Bournemouth office said: “This is an important piece of research that we hope will make a difference to the numbers of 16 to 18 year olds participating in education, employment and training in Bournemouth and Poole.

“Confidence appears to be the main barrier so collectively we have to try and make sure that these young people have all the support and guidance they need to realise that education and training can help them on the road to a fulfilling future.”

Connexions provides information and advice for young people throughout Dorset.  For information, visit www.connexions-direct.com or call 08 0800 13 2 19.

Ends


Further information from: Sue Bradbury (LSC public relations) on 01872 863863 or email sue@suebradburypr.com
NOTES TO EDITORS:  THE LSC exists to make England better skilled and more competitive.  We are responsible for ensuring the availability of high quality education and training for everyone.  We have a single goal: to improve the skills of England’s young people and adults to world class standards.  Our vision is that young people and adults in England have knowledge and skills matching the best in the world and are part of a truly competitive workforce.  We work nationally, regionally and locally to deliver this ambition on behalf of learners and employers. For more information visit: www.lsc.gov.uk/southwest   .           
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