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One of this country’s greatest ever middle distance runners, Steve Cram, has stepped in to replace Olympian Sally Gunnell to honour Somerset’s learning champions.

Sally had been due to present the 2009 Champions of Learning Awards, organised by the Learning and Skills Council (LSC), but has had to pull out because of television filming commitments.

So now Steve Cram – former world record holder at 1,500 metres, 2,000 metres and the mile – will be heading to Taunton in her place.

The awards recognise exceptional achievement in the world of learning, sometimes against extraordinary odds and the finalists will receive their awards at a gala dinner to be held at the Holiday Inn, Taunton on 26 March.  

Now an established TV presenter and motivational speaker, Steve is looking forward to honouring those who have shown great determination to achieve success in their field.

He said: “I am already aware of the drive and determination these people have shown to get to where they are, sometimes against great odds. It will be a privilege to meet them face to face and present their awards.”

The Somerset Champions of Learning Awards are now in their seventh year and they celebrate achievements in all areas of learning.

Last year’s contest highlighted some remarkable stories, from an A level student who battled cancer to complete his studies to a 79 year old St John Ambulance support worker.

This year’s awards are being offered in eight different categories:

· Learning Against the Odds (sponsored by AgustaWestland) – for individuals who have overcome a major difficulty or hurdle to reach their goal
· Golden Learner – proving that age is no barrier to learning, this category is open to those over 60 years of age
· Juggling to Learn (Somerset College) – recognising an individual who has gained a qualification while caring for someone else
· Young Learner (Bridgwater College) – for individuals aged 14 to 19 who have made a major learning achievement in any field
· Achieving Skills for Life (Holiday Inn, Taunton) – recognising an individual who, irrespective of age, has significantly improved their literacy, language or numeracy 
· Apprentice of the Year (Connexions Somerset) – open to all apprentices in Somerset 
· Business Award (Peninsula Business Link) –  for small and medium sized businesses to nominate staff they have supported through training and learning who have then improved the performance of the organisation
· Inspiring Others to Learn (Somerset County Council) – to recognise someone whose character or words of wisdom leave a lasting impression and motivate others to learn
This year there have been a record number of entries – candidates ranging in age from 15 to 90!

Winning candidates may also qualify to enter the South West Skills Awards which will be held in Exeter on 27 April. 

ENDS

Further information from: Sue Bradbury (LSC public relations) on 01872 863863.

NOTES TO EDITORS:  THE LSC exists to make England better skilled and more competitive.  We are responsible for ensuring the availability of high quality education and training for everyone.  We have a single goal: to improve the skills of England’s young people and adults to world class standards.  Our vision is that young people and adults in England have knowledge and skills matching the best in the world and are part of a truly competitive workforce.  We work nationally, regionally and locally to deliver this ambition on behalf of learners and employers              
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