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Of interest to people and organisations involved in learning and skills across the West Midlands region.

Local Area Statement of Need- Dudley

	Strategic Issue
	Local Area Statement of Need Headings

	Resident Participation


	Key Conclusion

· 16-18 participation increasing overall but Apprenticeship participation (Level 2) reducing, participation at Level 2 in FE also decreasing, E2E increasing
· NEET group numbers decreased significantly year on year (12% at Quarter1 in 2004/05 to 5.7% at Quarter1 in 2008/09) but those that remain are amongst the hardest to help/reach
· 16-18 estimated population expected to peak by January 2009 then reduce year on year until 2015
Priorities

· Monitor provision of pre-16 alternative curriculum including Young Apprenticeships (YA) and Sustainable Employment Programme (SEP) to ensure funding is sustained through transition of budgets

· Maintain emphasis on reducing NEET with more targeted invention (e.g. hardest to help/reach, looked after children, offenders, LLDD, pre-16 potential NEET, borough ‘hotspot’ areas etc.)

	Provider Participation
	Key Conclusion

· FE and School Sixth Form (SSF) participation increasing but WBL participation reducing
· Dudley is significant ‘importer’ of learners particularly from Sandwell (42% of learners attending FE Colleges in Dudley live outside Dudley - 24% of these are from Sandwell)

· 52% of learners attending Dudley College and 47% of learners attending Halesowen College live outside Dudley

· Limited level 3 provision in the north of the borough
· Connexions data identifies significant increase in the LLDD cohort entering post-16 and insufficient provision for youth offenders and looked after children
Priorities

· Review the range and breath of the Apprenticeship ‘offer’ to ensure it meets the needs of potential recruits

· Monitor impact of participation in light of capital developments, Building Schools for the Future (BSF) and Academies in neighbouring boroughs

· Ensure sufficient provision is available for all vulnerable groups

	Resident Learner Support
	Key Conclusion

· Overall Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) take up increased year on year from 2004/05

· Take up at 16, 17 and 18 is the lowest level in the Black Country

Priorities

· Improve awareness and take up of EMA

	Resident Achievement
	Key Conclusion

· Mixed A/AS average point score in SSF with two schools in excess of 830 and the third school at 449.4

· All three FE colleges well below LA A/AS average point score

· Significant improvement in Success Rates at Levels 2 and 3 in FE and WBL
· Decreasing achievement for 19 year-olds who were in receipt of free school meals at 15 - particularly at level 2
Priorities

· Improve SSF and FE A/AS point scores

	Provider Quality
	Key Conclusion
· FE and WBL success rates increasing significantly
· All FE college provision judged by OfSTED is ‘good’ or ‘outstanding’

· All colleges have property strategies that include further capital developments

Priorities

· Support colleges with capital development programmes

	Commissioning Priorities:
1. Improvement in level 3 attainment in particular, improve A/AS point scores in FE colleges and one of the SSFs
2. Increase participation in Apprenticeships to support national target
3. Reducing NEET particularly at 17 and ensuring appropriate provision is available for all vulnerable groups including, LLDD, NEET, teenage parents, looked after children and young offenders
4. Support the strategic development of estates in the FE sector


