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Of interest to people and organisations involved in learning and skills across the West Midlands region.

Local Area Statement of Need - Sandwell

	Strategic Issue
	LASN Headings - Sandwell

	Resident Participation


	Key Conclusions
· Overall participation just under national average at age 16 and 17.
· Levels of NEET remain high, including those for vulnerable groups e.g. LLDD, teenage parents 
· Participation on E2E increasing

· Reduction in FE level 3 participation over last 3 years, but increase in FE level 2
Priorities

· Improve Information, Advice & Guidance (IAG) for post-16 learners to provide full and equal access to the range of progression pathways
· Increase and improve relevance of the whole post-16 offer, including Foundation Learning Tier (FLT), particularly in schools

· Improve progression to level 3

	Provider Participation
	Key Conclusions
· Historic travel to learn patterns show significant post-16 movement out of Sandwell

· School Sixth Form (SSF) numbers showing small growth – awaiting impact of BSF and  Academies
· Sandwell College numbers increasing, particularly at level 2
· Apprenticeship numbers remain steady

· Insufficient provision for vulnerable groups across provider base

Priorities

· Improve breadth and quality of post-16 offer at SSFs

· Reduce barriers to collaboration e.g. travel

· Increase range and number of local apprenticeship offer

· Ensure sufficient provision for vulnerable groups

	Resident Learner Support
	Key Conclusions
· Care to Learn take-up is just below Black Country average

· EMA take up above BC and WM average at both age 16 and 17

Priorities

· Improve take-up of Care to Learn

	Resident Achievement
	Key Conclusions
· Key Stage 4 (KS4) with English/Maths below targets – flat trends
· Slow trends in L2 and L3 at 19, still well below national rates
· A/AS points score in SSFs below national average

· Skills for Life (SfL) achievements on upward trend
· Attainment for those aged 19, previously in receipt of Free School Meal (FSM) at 15 decreasing slightly at level 2, but increasing at level 3

Priorities

· Improve KS4 English/Maths attainment at schools

· Improve SSF A/AS points scores

· Improve progression to, and attainment at, L2 and L3 

	Provider Quality
	Key Conclusions
· FE and WBL success rates increasing

· SSF attainment increasing slowly
· SSF retention from Yr 12 to Yr 13 remains weak
· Progression to HE showing slow growth

Priorities

· Improve SSF retention and attainment by improving IAG and the range and quality of learning offer



	Commissioning Priorities:

1. Improve breadth, quality and relevance of whole post-16 offer, particularly for vulnerable groups
2. Review impact and quality of IAG pre and post 16

3. Reduce barriers to collaboration e.g. travel

4. Improve KS4 English/M attainment 

5. Improve progression to L2 and L3 and subsequent attainment of full L2 and L3


