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         Of interest to people and organisations involved in learning and skills across the West Midlands region.

Local Area Statements of Need - Solihull
	Strategic Issue
	LASN Headings

	Resident  Participation
	Key Conclusion: 
· Percentage of 16 and 17 year olds participating in education and WBL was just below the England average of 82%.
· The percentage of young people in the NEET group has decreased to 6.0% of the cohort in Dec 2007 below the average for the West Midlands 7.1% and below the national target of 9.0%. Priority areas are in the North of Solihull where significant areas of social disadvantage exist.
· Participation in FE in has increased slightly over a 3 year trend ( 3621 FO4 2007/08).
· Numbers of young people participating in School Sixth Forms in Solihull have declined over the past 3 years from 1,111 to 950 in 2007/08.
· Slight increase in apprenticeship participation (375 to 386 2007/8).
Priorities:

· Increase participation in the apprenticeship programme- Government aspiration for one young person in five participating. 
· Continue partner agency work to reduce the NEET volumes with focus on the deprived North of Solihull -Improve joint work on the September Guarantee 
· Improve Information, Advice and Guidance (IAG), breadth of post-16 offer, FLT, progression through levels to Level 3.
· Maintain targeted interventions to tackle gaps in participation for specific identified groups.



	Resident Learner  Support
	Key Conclusion:

· Take of Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) has shown an increase in Solihull to 58.59% and is above the average for England 53.78%
· Learner support funds have increased slightly in Solihull, 3 year trend.
· Increase in LLDD in mainstream and in NEET cohort.

Priorities:

· Continue to promote the EMA and support them in full time education and continue to maintain retention/ achievement.
· Evaluate and ensure learner support fund utilisation.
· Increase LLDD provision post 16

· Maintain targeted interventions with LLDD, socially disadvantaged and hard to reach groups and NEET strategies.



	Provider  Participation
	Key Conclusion:

· Participation in FE and WBL has increased slightly
· Participation in School Sixth Form (SSF) and E2E has decreased slightly.
· There are significant numbers of young people travelling out of Solihull to study in particular to Birmingham and to Warwickshire.
Priorities:

· Ensure appropriate WBL offer to support 1 in 5 aspiration

· Increase WBL and alternative provision in Solihull and from North Solihull down the East Birmingham corridor into Chelmsley Wood.
· Align E2E and other entry level provision to address the NEET group. 

· Ensure that new commissioning arrangements take into account learner choice and providers specialisms.

· Pilot research on student travel to learn cross boundary patterns.


	Resident  Achievement
	Key Conclusion:

· The proportion of young people achieving Level 2 by age 19 has increased 74% and is above the West Midlands average (72%) and equal to the England average of 74%.

· Achievement at level 3 by age 19 has increased to 49% and remains above the West Midlands (46%) and England (48%) averages.
· The proportion of young people achieving 5 or more GCSE’s at A* - C including Maths and English is significantly above the average for England. 
· Achievement of full apprenticeship frameworks has increased significantly since 2005/06 but decreased slightly over the last year (waiting for P15 data to confirm)
Priorities:

· Continue to increase achievement of full Level 2 and full Level 3 qualification by the age of 19.
· Focus on full framework achievement on the apprenticeship programme 
· Local Authority (LA) to continue to support strong schools performance in Solihull 
· Increase inter-agency work on LA Plan and to monitor improvement targets for  Maths and English achievement
· Target the 14-19 development fund delivery of supporting projects 


	Provider Quality 
	Key Conclusion:

· FE success rates have increased slightly but remain below the national benchmark.
· WBL success rates and E2E positive progressions have broadly improved with some minor decreases on current data for July 2008 when compare to rates for July 2007
Priorities:

· Continue to work with providers to improve success rates using the Minimum Level of Performance (MLP) framework to remove provision that is failing and provider focus on strengths
· Maintain focus on aligning new business to best quality provision.

· Support Framework for Excellence implementation.

· Increase dialogue around challenge and support

· promote progression pathways and participation rates for identified disadvantaged groups.



	Commissioning Priorities  
	· Expand the apprenticeship programme and continue to improve quality.

· Focus on Full Level 2 and Level 3 provision and progression.

· Continue to award provision to work with the NEET and other priority areas.
· Monitor and address gaps in participation and/or success rates.

· Continue to improve the breadth and quality of provision in relation to 14-19 Reform:  Next Steps Agenda.
· Maintain NEET interventions and work with other identified priorities to ensure an appropriate range of provision is available for vulnerable groups e.g. LLDD, NEET, teenage parents, looked after children and young offenders.

· Establish common stakeholder data resources e.g. managing information across partners (MIAP), Dashboard.
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