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Of interest to people and organisations involved in learning and skills across the West Midlands region.

Local Area Statement of Need- Walsall

	Strategic Issue
	Walsall LASN Headings

	Resident Participation


	Key Conclusion

· High levels of ‘recurring’ NEET in North & West of borough 

· Historic travel to learn patterns show significant post-16 movement out of east Walsall to Birmingham especially Sutton Coldfield

· Pre-16 LSC funded programme growing e.g. Young Apprenticeship (YA) & Sustainable Employment Programme (SEP).
· Achievement at key stage 4&5 below regional and national averages 

· Potential cohort size increasing

· Small increase in overall participation as a result of the September Guarantee

· E2E places not fully utilised

· Apprenticeship choices made by young people are different to those planned.

Priorities

· Monitor provision of pre-16 alternative curriculum including YA and SEP to ensure funding is sustained through transition of budgets

· Maintain emphasis on reducing NEET with more targeted invention focusing on, looked after children, offenders, LLDD, pre-16 potential NEET, borough ‘hotspot’ areas etc.)

· Improve Information, Advice & Guidance(IAG) for post-16 learners

· Enhance transport policy for the borough 
· Monitor impact of participation in light of College new build, Building Schools for the  Future (BSF) and existing and planned Academies


	Provider Participation
	Key Conclusion

· School Sixth Form (SSF) numbers showing small growth 
· Walsall College numbers showing small growth year on year
· Apprenticeship numbers remain static
· Full level 3 participation across providers increased
· Full level 2 participation across providers showing slight reduction 

· Insufficient provision for LLDD, Teenage Mums and Youth Offenders

Priorities

· Support the development of collaborative arrangements e.g. Common timetabling, travel and sharing of specialist resources
· Increase range and number of apprenticeships on offer (especially in the Public Sector) providing vocational pathways through the levels
· Increase progression rates through the levels
· Increase engagement activity with employers using the Skills Pledge 

· Ensure sufficient provision is available for all vulnerable groups

	Resident Learner Support
	Key Conclusion

· Overall Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) take up increased year on year from 2004/05

· Take up of EMA below regional and national averages 
Priorities

· Continue to build general awareness of EMA and particularly target 2009/10 Academic Year learners 

	Resident Achievement
	Key Conclusion

· KS 4 Full level 2 including English & Maths significant improvement but still behind regional and national averages
· Full level 2 & 3 success rates increasing 

· Overall achievement at L2 and L3 by the age of 19 below national averages
· Advance and Apprenticeship framework success rates showing significant improvement

Priorities

· Continue to close the gap for full level 2 and 3 attainment by 19
· Improve SSF success rates
· Improve progression to L2 and L3 and onto level 4

	Provider Quality
	Key Conclusion
· All FE/WBL provision judged by Ofsted is satisfactory or better with no Notice to Improvements (NTIs)
· Significant number of Walsall Secondary Schools participating the School Challenge

· One Secondary School under NTI 

· SSF attainment slowly increasing 

· Poor SSF progression from year 12 to year 13

· FE and WBL success rates increasing

· Walsall College new build opening September 2009

Priorities

· Improve SSF retention from year 12 to year 13
· Improve range and quality of learning offer

· Enhance collaboration of providers with employers

· Continue LSC dialogue around the challenge & support for School Sixth Forms, setting targets for better progression from L2 to L3, and raising the success rates for specific groups e.g. BME



	Commissioning Priorities:

1. Improvement in level 3 attainment in particular, improve A/AS point scores in the majority of SSFs 

2. Increase the breadth and participation in Apprenticeships to support national target
3. Increase participation and reduce NEET particularly at 17 and ensuring appropriate provision is available for all vulnerable groups including, LLDD, NEET, teenage parents, looked after children and young offenders
4. Support the strategic development of Building Schools for the Future (BSF). 



