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Learner Support Childcare News

July 2010 

Welcome to the July edition of Childcare News from the YPLA’s Learner Support Directorate. 
This bulletin is aimed at learner advocates with a responsibility for the promotion of and administration of Learner Support childcare schemes (Care to Learn and Free Childcare for Training and Learning for Work); providers; and other partners interested in these schemes. 

In this issue:

1. For information: Closure of Free Childcare for Training and Learning for Work

2. Reminder: Care to Learn application process 2010/11 
3. Reminder: Childcare application training workshops July/August 2010 

4. For action: Care to Learn 2010/11 application packs
5. For information: Care to Learn application resource pack
6. For action: Care to Learn support materials 2010/11 
7. For information: Care to Learn eligible provision 2010/11 

8. For information: Care to Learn data sharing
9. For information: Closure of Sixth Form College Childcare

10. For information: Adult Discretionary Learner Support Guidance 2010/11 
11. How to find out more
1. Closure of Free Childcare for Training and Learning for Work

The Government has taken the decision to end the Free Childcare for Training and Learning for Work national trial scheme from August 31 this year (2010). No new applications will be accepted for this scheme. 

The Free Childcare for Training and Learning for Work trial scheme has provided support with the costs of childcare for a small group of parents since April 2009. However, since the scheme started, take-up has been lower than anticipated. 

Continued pressures on public expenditure mean that the Department for Education (DfE) is unable to continue with this trial scheme. 

The Department will do all it can to minimise the impact on learning for parents currently supported by the scheme. All parents currently receiving support from Free Childcare for Training and Learning for Work in 2009/10 will continue to receive financial support until 31 August 2010. Transition arrangements will be offered to individual learners if their course ends after this date. 

For further information you can contact the Learner Support Service on 0845 600 7979 or visit the website at www.ypla.gov.uk/learnersupport/freechildcare.  

2. Reminder: Care to Learn application process 2010/11

We let you know in the June special edition of this bulletin that we have made the application process easier for young parents to apply for support from Care to Learn for the 2010/11 academic year. 

Further information on this is included in the briefing notes, which are available to download from the Childcare News web-page at http://caretolearn.ypla.gov.uk/resources/childcarenews 
If you have not seen this information, please take the time to read the briefing notes. It is important that young parents are made aware of this support and the benefits of the new application system. 

One of the key benefits of the new application process for the young parent is that they can secure financial support before they choose (or enrol on) a course, and before they choose a Childcare Provider. This will avoid them dropping out of learning for financial reasons as they will have confirmation of funding before they take-up learning. It will also ensure that they can receive support from the start of their course as they will have been able to apply well in advance of 28-days of the start of their learning programme. 

Learners who apply for support outside of the 28 days of the start of their learning programme will only be eligible for back-dated payments to the beginning of the week in which the application is received by the Learner Support Service. 
3. Childcare application training workshops July/August 2010 

Last month we let you know that the Learner Support Service are running a series of regional training workshops during July and August to explain the changes to the application process for parents, Childcare Providers and Learning Providers. 

To find out more about these workshops and to register for a place, you can visit the following link https://registration.livegroup.co.uk/childcareadmin or call the Childcare Admin office on 020 8481 2095.

4. Care to Learn 2010/11 application packs
Care to Learn application packs for the 2010/11 academic year are now available to order. You will normally receive a pack within ten working days. 
Learning Providers, Childcare Providers and advisers can order a small number of packs by contacting YPLA Publications on 0845 602 2260 or emailing ypla@prolog.co.uk, quoting the reference number YPLA-P-100005.

Learners can order a pack by:

· Contacting the Learner Support Service on 0800 121 8989. 

· Visiting the directgov website at www.direct.gov.uk/caretolearn 

· From their Learning Provider or local Connexions service. 

Young parents should apply for support for the 2010/11 academic year as soon as possible to ensure they receive confirmation of childcare support before their course start date. 

5. Care to Learn Application Resource Pack

To support the new application process for Care to Learn in the 2010/11 academic year, we have produced an Application Resource Pack; aimed at Learning Providers, Childcare Providers, support workers and advisers working with young parents, to help them to complete their 2010/11 Care to Learn application form. 

The pack comprises a page-by-page walk-through of the application form, with a summary of all the mandatory fields and helpful hints on how to complete the form. The pack also gives a walk-through of the new Learning Provider Registration Form and Childcare Provider Registration Forms, to support Providers in completing their part of the application process. 

This resource is available to download only from the Care to Learn website at http://caretolearn.ypla.gov.uk/resources/guidance/. 
6. Care to Learn support materials 2010/11 

We have updated the support materials for Care to Learn to reflect the policy and the new application process in the 2010/11 academic year. The support materials available are:

· Care to Learn leaflet: reference YPLA-P-100015
· Care to Learn poster: reference YPLA-P-100017
· Care to Learn Code of Practice: reference YPLA-P-100016.
You can order copies of the leaflet and poster, to distribute to learners who may be interested in applying for Care to Learn, by calling YPLA Publications on 0845 602 2260 or emailing ypla@prolog.co.uk. 

Childcare Providers involved in delivering Care to Learn are required to read the Code of Practice. Others involved in working with young parents may also find this document useful. 
Please ensure you have the latest version of all the available support materials. 
7. Care to Learn eligible childcare provision 2010/11 

We would like to remind you that the types of childcare eligible for Care to Learn in the 2010/11 academic year have been updated. From September 2010, Care to Learn childcare support will be accessible to young parents using:

· Childcare Providers registered on the Early Years Ofsted Register;

· Childcare Providers registered on either the compulsory or voluntary part of the General Childcare Register;

· Childcare provision offered by schools, such as breakfast and after school clubs;

· Relatives who care for their children, if the relative lives apart from the child, is Ofsted-registered and is also providing registered care for children they are not related to. 

We will also be able to consider, on a case by case basis, support for specialist provision – a nurse or domestic carer, for example – who is registered on the Care Quality Commission’s register, if general provision is not suitable for the child. 

8. Care to Learn data sharing

The YPLA cannot resume issuing monthly Care to Learn reports owing to un-resolvable data security issues and the high cost of implementing a robust system for transferring this data securely across the differing systems used by local authorities. 

We understand reports are an invaluable source of information for local authorities. Therefore, when a young parent applies for Care to Learn, any subsequent written contact will be copied to the support worker that was identified on the application form. The letters serve the same purpose as the monthly reports – informing support workers about the progress of application and identifying those who may be having difficulty completing their application. 
We urge support workers to ensure their details are entered on Care to Learn application forms. 

9. Closure of Sixth Form College Childcare scheme in 2010/11 

The Department for Business, Innovation and Skills have decided to close the Sixth Form College Childcare Scheme from 2010/11. 
From 2010/11 onwards, Sixth Form Colleges and School Sixth Forms will receive an allocation of discretionary Learner Support 20+ Childcare, if they are funded for adult learning provision by the Skills Funding Agency. 

If a learner received a Sixth Form College Childcare award in 2009/10 and is continuing with their learning programme in 2010/11 (or 2011/12), arrangements have been made to ensure the funding is available through the Learning Provider to support at the same award rate. 

For more information see the website at http://lsf.ypla.gov.uk/sixthformchildcarescheme. 

10. Adult Discretionary Learner Support Guidance 2010/11

The Discretionary Learner Support Funding Guidance and Requirements – for learners aged 19+ has been published on the YPLA website at http://lsf.ypla.gov.uk/publications. This includes guidance and requirements for the allocation of funding for discretionary 20+ Childcare.
This document will be of interest to Learning Providers who receive an allocation for adult discretionary Learner Support, and local authorities. 
11. How to find out more

If you would like to register to receive this regular e-bulletin, you should complete our registration form at http://www.ewagroup.com/ypla/newsletter/registration. 

More information on Learner Support schemes is available at www.ypla.gov.uk/learnersupport 
Learning and Childcare Providers can call the helpline for support on 
0845 600 7979.

Learners can find out more information from the helpline on 0800 121 8989, or visiting www.direct.gov.uk and searching for the relevant scheme.   

If you have any feedback on this publication you can email childcare-news@ypla.gov.uk. If you have scheme-specific queries you can email C2L@yplalearnersupport.co.uk or freechildcare-adult@yplalearnersupport.co.uk. 
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