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Young People’s





Welcome to Issue 14 of our e-bulletin - we hope you find it useful and informative.  

This is addressed to: 
· Local authorities - Chief Executives, Directors of Children’s Services and 14-19 commissioning leads. 
· All YPLA funded providers - Principals of Academies, colleges with 16-19 provision, sixth form colleges, Independent Specialist Providers and independent providers.

Local Authority Directors of Children’s Services are asked to please forward this e-bulletin to Heads of their maintained schools with sixth forms.

If you would like us to add recipients to this distribution list then please send their e-mail address to ypla.bulletin@ypla.gov.uk.
Copies of all e-bulletins will be posted on the News section of our website.  You can also sign up for alerts to new documents posted on the YPLA website by registering for our web alert service.  
All statutory guidance and legislation linked from this site continues to reflect the current legal position unless indicated otherwise, but may not reflect current Government policy.

In this edition –

FOR INFORMATION:
Article 1 - 16-19 Funding Statement Regional Briefings
Article 2 - Sexual Health Briefing: Foundation Learning and Apprenticeships
Article 3 - Discretionary Learner Support funding allocation data published
Article 4 - Young Apprenticeships (YA) and Education Business Partnership Services (EBPS)                                Update
Article 5 - Approved College and Training Organisation Register (ACTOR) - LLDD ITT
Article 6 - The Data Service releases 2009/10 Learner Responsive (F05) Qualification Success Rate reports and Minimum Levels of Performance reports


Article 7 - The Data Service launches new MI Library service
Article 8 - Good data management’ guide for FE agreed by cross-sector group
Article 9 – Parliament and Public Affairs Update
Article 10 - 2009/10 Reconciliation Rules
FOR CONSULTATION:

Article 11 – Single Equality Scheme


You can click on any of the above to go directly to the article. 

	INFORMATION FOR FINANCE LEADS IN LOCAL AUTHORITIES, FE COLLEGES, SIXTH FORM COLLEGES, INDEPENDENT PRIVATE PROVIDERS AND INDEPENDENT SPECIALIST         PROVIDERS

Article 1 - 16-19 Funding Regional Briefings

	16-19 Funding Regional Briefings

In January 2011, regional events will be held to brief providers and local authorities on 16 – 19 funding.  These briefings will be held jointly with the Skills Funding Agency who will present on the Skills       Investment Strategy.

In due course the YPLA will publish a Funding Statement covering 16-19 education and training which       will complement the new Statutory Guidance for local authorities.  Both documents will be available on      our website www.ypla.gov.uk
The statement will set out the budget figures and learner volumes and describe the future direction of  funding policy. 

Details of the events are as follows: 

Date
Region
Venue
07 January (AM)
London
Westminster Kingsway College
11 January (PM)
North West
The Manchester College (Openshaw Campus)
18 January (AM)
South West
Somerset College (Taunton Conference Centre)
20 January (PM)
South East
Sparsholt College (Wessex Conference Centre)
21 January (PM)
East of England
Shuttleworth College (The Mansion House)
24 January (PM)
Yorkshire and the Humber
Askham Bryan College, York
25 January (AM)
West Midlands
Solihull College
26 January (AM)
East Midlands
North Nottinghamshire College (North Notts Create Ltd)
31 January (PM)
North East
East Durham College
Further details and online registration are available from the Association of Colleges’ website
Additional briefing sessions are being planned with local authorities for schools and arranged for        Academies with Specialist Schools and Academies Trust.  Dates and locations will be circulated in                    January.

	Back up

	INFORMATION FOR FE COLLEGES, ACADEMIES, SIXTH FORM COLLEGES, INDEPENDENT  PRIVATE PROVIDERS AND INDEPENDENT SPECIALIST PROVIDERS

Article 2 - Sexual Health Briefing: Foundation Learning and Apprenticeships

	Young people on foundation learning and Apprenticeship programmes are at a stage in their lives           -when they need support and advice about sex and relationships and good access to confidential contraception and sexual health services. The Sex Education Forum has published a briefing to support providers to meet the sexual health needs of young people aged 16-19. 

This comprises: 

· Information about the sexual health and sex and relationship education (SRE) needs of young  people aged 16–19.
· Ideas about how to build sexual health and SRE work into foundation learning and         Apprenticeship programmes.
· A practical checklist for learning providers wanting to develop excellent provision

· Case study examples from voluntary sector, private providers and FE colleges around the        country. 

The briefing is free to download from the Sex Education Forum website: 
www.ncb.org.uk/sef/resources/sexual_health_services.aspx
Further information: gareth.griffiths@ypla.gov.uk  tel: 02476 825896

	Back up

	INFORMATION FOR 14-19 TEAMS IN LOCAL AUTHORITIES AND ALL RELEVANT 16-19         PROVIDERS AND PARTNERS

Article 3 - Discretionary Learner Support funding allocation data published

	Providers who administer discretionary Learner Support Hardship funding will be aware of their          allocation for the 2010/11 academic year. Local authorities have also been sent details of the         allocations for all providers within their area. 

We would like to make providers aware that as part of the Government’s transparency agenda, the allocations made by the YPLA for discretionary Learner Support hardship payments in 2010/11 are      publicly available.

	Back up


	

	INFORMATION FOR DIRECTORS OF CHILDREN’S SERVICES, 14-19 TEAMS IN LOCAL AUTHORITIES AND PROVIDERS
Article 4 - Young Apprenticeships and Education Business Partnership Services Update

	No decision has yet been made about funding from April 2011, for either Young Apprenticeships or Education Business Partnership Services.  The YPLA continues to support the Department for Education (DfE) and DfE officials are working with Ministers to agree their priorities for funding.  Given the pressure on Government budgets we would advise that no assumptions are made about future funding at this time.
The future of vocational education in schools is under review as part of the Wolf Review, with a final report due in spring 2011.  
We do recognise the need for schools and local authorities to plan, and as soon as Ministers have made a decision, we will e-mail you again and provide an update via our website.

	Back up


	

	INFORMATION FOR FINANCE LEADS IN LOCAL AUTHORITIES, FE COLLEGES, SIXTH FORM COLLEGES, INDEPENDENT PRIVATE PROVIDERS AND INDEPENDENT SPECIALIST PROVIDERS
Article 5 - Approved College and Training Organisation Register (ACTOR) - LLDD ITT
The Skills Funding Agency has requested that providers wishing to receive Skills Funding Agency funding for 2011/12 must register through the Approved College and Training Organisation Register (ACTOR) site and select which Invitations to Tender (ITT) streams of funding they will be delivering.

 

There has been some confusion caused because one of the ITT streams is the Learners with Learning Difficulties and/or Disabilities (LLDD) ITT for YPLA funded independent specialist providers (ISP).

 

Just to clarify that the LLDD ITT is only for organisations who wish to be considered as an YPLA funded ISP.   The Association for National Specialist Colleges (NATSPEC) has been made aware      that current ISPs to not need to reapply through this process.

For further information on the LLDD ITT email lldd@ypla.gov.uk 
Back up
INFORMATION FOR  ALL RELEVANT 16-19 PROVIDERS AND PARTNERS
Article 6 - The Data Service releases 2009/10 Learner Responsive (F05) Qualification Success Rate reports and Minimum Levels of Performance reports
The Data Service published the 2009/10 Learner Responsive (F05) Qualification Success Rate reports and the Minimum Level of Performance reports on 14th December 2010. These reports are     now available to download from the Provider Gateway.
Back up
INFORMATION FOR ALL RELEVANT 16-19 PROVIDERS AND PARTNERS
Article 7 - The Data Service launches new MI Library service
The Data Service has launched a new MI Library service, which will give the further education sector and its partners access to a wide range of essential information at their fingertips. The Data Service’s new MI Library will contain more information about learners, learning programmes and learner achievement than is currently available in an easily accessible and transparent way, providing information on the FE sector for providers, partners and the public. Further details and access to the MI Library is available from the Data Service website. 
Back up
INFORMATION FOR  ALL RELEVANT 16-19 PROVIDERS AND PARTNERS
Article 8 – ‘Good data management’ guide for FE agreed by cross-sector group
The information authority board has endorsed the data management principles for the FE Sector and the Four Good Practice Principles for Funding Bodies and Agencies. These principles for good data management were developed so that users of FE data are can be assured of its quality and reliability. Further information on these principles can be found on the information authority website.
Back up


	INFORMATION FOR ALL PROVIDERS AND STAKEHOLDERS:
Article 9 – Parliament and Public Affairs Update
We thought you might like to get some parliament and public affairs updates on what’s happening in 
the young people’s learning sector.  
Back up
INFORMATION FOR ILR FORMULA FUNDED PROVIDERS

Article 10 - 2009/10 Reconciliation Rules
For providers subject to reconciliation for 2009/10, the YPLA has agreed to take into account their performance across the year before applying the guidance set out in LSC Funding Guidance 2009/10   Annex N.  All E2E allocations are subject to reconciliation including all colleges, higher education        institutions and local authorities, whereas their other 16 18 provision is non-reconciled within plan-led funding. This simplifies the process and recognises the transition from E2E to Foundation Learning.           No individual provider will be disadvantaged from these changes. The YPLA funding reconciliation statements for 2009/10 being issued to individual providers this month reflect these changes.
Back up
CONSULTATION FOR ALL YPLA STAFF, PROVIDERS AND STAKEHOLDERS IN RECEIPT OF 
YPLA FUNDING:
Article 11 – YPLA Single Equality Scheme (SES) - REMINDER
Our Single Equality Scheme outlines our approach to embedding equality, diversity and inclusion into         all aspects of our work.  It sets out four key objectives which are supported by a clear action plan.
The SES consultation document offers YPLA staff, providers and stakeholders an opportunity to 

comment on the proposed equality scheme, its objectives and the approach that the YPLA intends to 

adopt to deliver those objectives. 
The consultation closes on 31st January 2011.
Back up


	


Please click here to see copies of the Skills Funding Agency’s Updates
	If you no longer wish to receive this email, please notify us here


 If you would like to give feedback on this e-bulletin, then e-mail us at ypla.bulletin@ypla.gov.uk
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