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Closure of Free Childcare for Training and Learning to Work Scheme Addendum to dLS 19+ Guidance – 23 July 2010
The Free Childcare for Training and Learning for Work (FCTLW) scheme is now closed to new learners. The Government has taken the decision to stop this national trial scheme from August 31st 2010 and no new applications will be accepted onto the scheme from 16th July 2010. 
Parents currently in learning or training 

All parents currently receiving support from Free Childcare for Training and Learning for Work in 2009/10 will continue to receive financial support until 31st August 2010 (including summer retainer payments). 

Learners who are continuing on the same course in the 2010/11 academic year that they started in 2009/10, at the same level and provider, will continue to receive financial support from the scheme providing they remain eligible under the same criteria.

Further details about arrangements for those continuing in learning will be communicated as soon as possible.
Discretionary 20+ Childcare
Learners who would normally have been eligible for Free Childcare for Training and Learning for Work who are not continuing in learning (as described above) are not automatically entitled to discretionary funding, or to receive the support at the Free Childcare for Training and Learning for Work award value.  

Any award made to a learner should be made in line with the learning provider’s own policy on disbursing the support funding and in line with the published national guidance for Discretionary Learner Support.
